ACHIEVEMENTS 2016

FROM THE

PRINCIPAL
I am delighted to share with you some of the wonderful
achievements of our Kinross Wolaroi School students.
The richness and diversity of our broad educational
offering are well reflected within the pages of this
document and provide testament to our belief in the
immense value of a holistic school experience. At Kinross
Wolaroi School our vision for learning encompasses all
aspects of life, affording opportunities for every student
to discover their passions in life within a challenging and
inspirational environment.
I passionately believe in providing a ‘first class’ innovative
and dynamic learning environment that will enable our
students to be the very best they can be, be it inside
or outside the classroom. Ambition matters and it is
important that every student is inspired to discover their
true potential.
At Kinross Wolaroi School we encourage each individual
to strive for excellence.
These outstanding performances of our students
powerfully reflect upon the quality of our inspirational
teaching and coaching staff.
I congratulate our students for their dedication and desire
for success, our staff for their ability to guide and motivate,
and thank our parents for their ongoing love and support;
for it is the culmination of these efforts that contributes to
the success of our students.

Dr Andrew Parry
Principal

HSC ACHIEVEMENTS
Kinross Wolaroi School’s continued focus on academic achievement has again produced
impressive Higher School Certificate results. With 125 KWS students sitting the HSC, many
students achieved well beyond expectations.

99.35

KWS’s highest ATAR in 2016

10%

10% of students achieved an
ATAR higher than 95

>50%

Over 50% of all individual KWS

subject results for the cohort
were Band 5 or 6

25

25 KWS students (20%)
achieved an ATAR over 90

117

KWS students received 117
Band 6 results (including E4 in
Extension subjects)

376

KWS students received 376
Band 5 and 6 results (including
E3 and E4 bands) widely spread
across subjects

PREMIER’S ALL ROUNDER AWARD

HSC PRACTICAL SUCCESS

Three students received the Premier’s All Rounder award
with Band 6 (or E4) scores in 10 or more units:
• Alexander Mirrington
• Kelsey Gray
• Rhoslyn Carney

VISUAL ARTS
Visual Arts students Gemma L’Estrange and Myra Lim-Hurt had
their major works nominated for the Art Express Exhibition.

TOP ACHIEVERS IN COURSE

TEXTILES AND DESIGN
Mindy Moe’s major Textiles and Design work was nominated
for the Texstyle Exhibition and Shape 2016.

4 KWS students were acknowledged as a 2016 Top Achiever:
• Rhoslyn Carney, 4th in German Beginners
• Jesse Lyon, 6th in Textiles and Design
• Kelsey Gray, 17th in PDHPE
• Dylan Swain, 20th in Business Studies

DRAMA
Toby Condon, Fenella Jamieson, Minna Squire and Dylan
Swain’s Drama group project was nominated for Onstage.
Minna Squire’s individual project was also nominated.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY
6 Industrial Technology students (Mackenzie Thomson, Max
Manson, Thomas Robson, James Staniforth, Cayden McGrath,
William Freeth) were nominated for InTech, the exhibition of
outstanding Major Design Projects and Shape 2016.

HIGH ACHIEVING SUBJECTS
8 subjects had 100% of candidates with a Band 5 or 6
(includes E3 and E4):
Industrial Technology (state ave: 25.79%)
Music 2 (state ave: 89.53%)
Textiles and Design (state ave: 46.63%)

Latin Continuers (state ave: 80.48%)
English Extension 1 (state ave: 94.9%)
English Extension 2 (state ave: 79.4%)
Music Extension 1 (state ave: 93.6%)
French Extension (state ave: 88.8%)

HSC HIGH ACHIEVERS

ALEXANDER
MIRRINGTON
ATAR 99.35

KELSEY
GRAY
ATAR 99.30

REBECCA
CRISP
ATAR 98.55

RHOSLYN
CARNEY
ATAR 98.50

TRAVIS
BELL
ATAR 98.20

EMMA
HAEGE
ATAR 97.80

DYLAN
SWAIN
ATAR 97.60

Alexander is a thorough gentleman. He was a Prefect of Service which
involved organising a program of peer tuition for younger students and being
actively engaged in fundraising. A young man of rare ability, Alexander was
Dux of his year for each of the nine years he attended KWS. Nevertheless,
Alexander remained fully involved in sport and obtained Colours for
Football. We are very proud of Alexander’s results and of the humility he has
consistently displayed despite his wonderful achievements.

A humble and considerate young woman, Kelsey achieved outstanding
results, not only because of her innate talent but also because of her
diligence and excellent time management skills. In Year 11 Kelsey was a Peer
Support leader, and she also displayed superb athletic ability, leading to her
receipt of the Pierre de Coubertin award this year. Her all-rounder status was
demonstrated by her being awarded prizes for English, PDHPE and Academic
Excellence. We congratulate Kelsey on these wonderful results.

Rebecca is exceptionally dedicated and was keenly involved in all aspects of
school life. She was an outstanding student academically and was also 2IC of
the KWS Cadet Unit. Her all-round contribution was acknowledged by the
award of Colours for Debating, Cadets, and Music and she earned a Gold
Duke of Edinburgh Award in 2016. A committed rower, Rebecca competed
with distinction at national level, right through to Year 12. We thank Rebecca
for her enthusiastic contributions to our school.

Rhoslyn is a self-motivated person who has achieved excellence in all that
she pursued, with particular distinction in languages and music. Captain of
Music in 2016, Rhoslyn played in and led many ensembles and over the years
she was an integral part of the orchestra for our school musical productions.
At the 2016 Graduation Ceremony, Rhoslyn was awarded prizes for French,
Music and Outstanding Contribution to the Performing Arts, as well as the
Prize for Proxime Accessit to the Dux.

A boarder from Peak Hill, Travis was self-motivated to achieve academic
excellence in all of his subjects. Travis enjoyed nothing better than
robust academic discussion! At the 2016 Graduation Ceremony, he was
awarded two prizes for History and a Prize for Academic Excellence. Travis
participated fully in the co-curricular activities of the school, particularly
enjoying squash. He gained the Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award in 2015 and
we wish him much success in his life after the HSC.

A very caring young woman, Emma was a Mission Prefect in Year 12. Emma
received First Place certificates over the past three years in Geography,
Biology, Mathematics, Food Technology, History and PASS, as well as a
Prize for Academic Excellence at the Graduation Ceremony in 2016. Over
the years Emma has was involved in Legacy fundraising and, as part of her
Mission Prefect role, organised the CamKids Movie Night this year. Emma is
also a regular blood donor.

Always cheerful and with a quirky sense of humour, Dylan was a Peer
Support Leader in 2015 and an enthusiastic contributor to all school
activities. He was a member of an accelerated Mathematics class that
completed the HSC Extension 1 Mathematics Course a year earlier than
their peers, and at the Graduation Ceremony in 2016 he received prizes for
Business Studies and Academic Excellence. Dylan loved studying Drama and
he has an entertaining portfolio of his own YouTube clips!

HARRIET
O’MALLEY
ATAR 97.50

OLIVIA
WASS
ATAR 97.35

BROOKE
HALLOWAY
ATAR 97.20

CANADA
GAVIN
ATAR 96.90

JESSE
LYON
ATAR 96.55

GEMMA
L’ESTRANGE
ATAR 95.40

YEAR 11
ACCELERATED
STUDENTS

Although spending only two years at KWS, Harriet really made her mark. She
is equally comfortable running a cross-country race as she is on the catwalk.
She was awarded Australian Country Model of the Year in 2015. Harriet
spent countless hours perfecting her remarkable Textiles garment and folio.
At the Graduation Ceremony, Harriet was awarded prizes for Excellence in
Practical Textiles and Design and for Academic Excellence. A keen crosscountry runner, Harriet represented the school at the WAS and AICES levels.

Olivia was a boarder from Gooloogong who turned her opportunities
at the school to best advantage. She was especially skilled in Latin, and
received a Gold Medal in the International Latin Competition in 2014 and
2016. Following her passion for Mathematics, Olivia attended the National
Mathematics Summer School at the Australian National University in 2016.
She played violin in the School Orchestra and sang in two choral ensembles.
Given these fine HSC results, Olivia will thrive at university and beyond.

Brooke was heavily involved in the School’s music program. She participated
in the school musicals from 2011 to 2014 and had a major role in the
school production of Hairspray. Brooke’s contributions to many choirs was a
reflection of her enjoyment of singing and desire to contribute to the music
program. She achieved Grade 6 AMEB in Singing and was a fine scholar as
well. At the 2016 Graduation Ceremony she received prizes for Outstanding
Effort, Biology and Academic Excellence.

Canada was a Prefect and SUO of the Cadet Unit. She gained the ADF
Long Tan Award for Leadership and Teamwork and she attended the Yale
Young Global Scholars Conference. Canada represented Australia at the
International Geography Olympiad in Russia 2015, and she also attained the
Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award. She was a strong rower and placed first
in the State Sprint Championships. A talented debater and public speaker,
Canada perfectly exemplifies the attitude of “give everything a go”.

Jesse was at KWS for only two years but in that short time her motivation
was impressive! Determined to be involved in absolutely everything, from
umpiring Netball to winning prizes for Textiles to being a blood donor, her
interest in media led to work experience at ChilliFM in Tasmania! Jesse
costumed and organised the victorious Gordon House entry in the House
Spectacular, and choreographed the dance component. Jesse is a generousspirited all-rounder and we are delighted by her superb results.

A young woman with a positive attitude and gentle disposition, Gemma was
well liked and respected by both staff and students. Gemma’s leadership
skills resulted in her appointment as a Year 11 Peer Support Leader, where
her empathetic nature and sense of humour allowed for an authentic
engagement with younger students. Gemma showed dedication to both
her academic studies and to Dance, where she gained a Merit in the RAD
Intermediate Classical Ballet examination. We wish Gemma much success.

Six Year 11 students received HSC Band 6 and/or E4 results for their
accelerated Mathematics subjects. Connor Whiteley achieved a Band 6
in Mathematics and an E4 in Mathematics Extension 1. Charlie Barber,
Amelia Rawson, Trent Russell, Parham Raoof and Zoe Ellis-Peck all
achieved a Band 6 in Mathematics.

Molly Straney
ATAR 94.90

Minna Squire
ATAR 94.20

Myra Lim-Hurt
ATAR 93.65

Matt Bromage
ATAR 93.50

Samuel Vail
ATAR 93.05

Alexander Patfield
ATAR 92.95

Lucy Hickman
ATAR 92.70

Jack Ridley
ATAR 92.55

Olivia Archer
ATAR 92.15

Emily Mohun
ATAR 91.05

Mindy Moe
ATAR 90.30

Harry Edmondson
ATAR 90.00

HSC DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVERS

EXCEPTIONAL
SUBJECTS

Peter Alston – Mathematics
Sophie Amos – German Beginners
Olivia Archer – PDHPE, Visual Arts
Mackenzie Baker – PDHPE, Textiles
and Design
Charlie Barber – Mathematics
Travis Bell – Mathematics, Mathematics
Extension 1, Modern History, History
Extension, English Advanced
Matt Bromage – Mathematics, Mathematics
Extension 1
Rhoslyn Carney – English Advanced,
Mathematics, Music 2, French Continuers,
French Extension, German Beginners
Toby Condon – Drama
Rebecca Crisp – Chemistry, Economics,
English Advanced, English Extension 1,
Mathematics, Mathematics Extension 1
Carew Devane – German Beginners
Gabrielle Eather – PDHPE
Harry Edmondson – Studies of Religion 1
Zoe Ellis-Peck – Mathematics
Canada Gavin – Business Studies,
Economics, Geography
Kelsey Gray – Biology, English Advanced,
English Extension 1, Mathematics, Modern
History, PDHPE
Emma Haege – Biology, English Advanced,
Geography, Studies of Religion 1, Mathematics
Samantha Haigh – Textiles and Design
Brooke Halloway – Biology, Chemistry,
English Advanced, Mathematics
Lucy Hickman – Geography, Studies of
Religion 1
Jennifer Kennett – PDHPE, Senior Science
Gemma L’Estrange – English Advanced,
Mathematics, Visual Arts, French Continuers
Myra Lim-Hurt – English Advanced, Senior
Science, Visual Arts
Jesse Lyon – Business Studies, PDHPE,
Textiles and Design

Biology – 19 KWS students achieved a
Band 5 or 6; 47.5% compared to the state
average of 35.11%
Business Studies – 14 KWS students
achieved a Band 5 or 6; 45.2% compared to
the state average of 34.33%
CAFS – 9 KWS students achieved a Band 5
or 6; 60% compared to the state average of
30.53%
Geography – 18 KWS students achieved a
Band 5 or 6; 54.5% compared to the state
average of 40.93%
Hospitality – 4 KWS students achieved a
Band 5 or 6; 80% compared to the state
average of 29.81%
PDHPE - 19 KWS students achieved a Band
5 or 6; 54.3% compared to the state average
of 34.41%
Physics – 8 KWS students achieved a Band
5 or 6; 44.4% compared to the state average
of 29.94%
Software Design and Development – 5
KWS students achieved a Band 5 or 6;
71.4% compared to the state average of
38.1%
Studies of Religion 1 – 7 KWS students
achieved a Band 5 or 6; 87.5% compared to
the state average of 49.92%
Visual Arts – 18 KWS students achieved
a Band 5 or 6; 75% compared to the state
average of 54.38%
French Continuers – 7 KWS students
achieved a Band 5 or 6; 87.5% compared to
the state average of 65.33%
German Beginners – 5 KWS students
achieved a Band 5 or 6; 83.3% compared to
the state average of 61.05%
Maths Extension 2 – 10 KWS students
achieved a Band E3 or E4; 90.9%

Students who achieved Band 6 or E4 results

Max Manson – Industrial Technology
Cayden McGrath – Industrial Technology
Alexander Mirrington – Chemistry,
Mathematics, Mathematics Extension 1,
Mathematics Extension 2, Physics, Software
Design and Development
Mindy Moe – Textiles and Design
Emily Mohun – Community and Family Studies
Camille Niven – Textiles and Design, Visual Arts
Harriet O’Malley – Business Studies, English
Advanced, PDHPE, Textiles and Design
Alexander Patfield – Mathematics
Michael Qin – Mathematics
Parham Raoof – Mathematics
Amelia Rawson – Mathematics
Jack Ridley – Chemistry, Mathematics
Thomas Robson – Industrial Technology
Imogen Rosborough – Hospitality
Trent Russell – Mathematics
Emily Shields – Visual Arts
Sebastian Smith – Mathematics
Minna Squire – Biology, Drama, English
Advanced, English Extension 1
James Staniforth – Automotive, Industrial
Technology
Matilda Starr – Geography, Senior Science,
Visual Arts
Molly Straney – Mathematics
Dylan Swain – Business Studies, Drama,
Economics, Mathematics
Emily Symes – English Advanced, Visual Arts
Mackenzie Thomson – Industrial
Technology
Samuel Vail – Mathematics, Mathematics
Extension 1
Olivia Wass – English Advanced, English
Extension 2, Mathematics, Mathematics
Extension 1
Connor Whiteley – Mathematics,
Mathematics Extension 1
Lillian Whittaker – Textiles and Design

compared to the state average of
85.3%

HSC NOMINATIONS
MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE:
Gemma L’Estrange and Myra Lim-Hurt
ArtExpress is an annual exhibition of works for New
South Wales Visual Arts students featuring a selection
of outstanding artworks developed for the artmaking
component of the Higher School Certificate Examination.
Highlighting the skills of the students in both conceptual
development and how materials can be manipulated, it is
a true honour to be selected. In 2016 Gemma L’Estrange’s

artwork titled The Beauty of Decay and Myra Lim Hurt’s A
Sliver of You, were both nominated to be exhibited in the Art
Gallery of NSW as well as other regional galleries across the
state. In February 2017, Myra will also have the privilege of
her Major Textiles Project being exhibited at the Powerhouse
Museum as a part of the Shape exhibition.

Artwork by Myra Lim-Hurt
A Sliver of You

Artwork by Gemma L’Estrange
The Beauty of Decay

TEXSTYLE ANNUAL
EXHIBITION
SELECTION:
Mindy Moe
In 2016, Year 12 student Mindy
Moe, had the privilege of her Major
Textiles Project being nominated for
the inclusion in the Texstyle annual
exhibition of outstanding HSC major
Textiles Projects. Inspired by the
black raven and the Venetian masked
carnival, Mindy made a corset, skirt and
mask using techniques including screen
printing, machine embroidery, felting
and beading.

DRAMA STUDENTS
ONSTAGE:
The Pigeon Singers,
featuring Minna Squire,
Dylan Swain, Fenella
Jamieson and Toby
Condon
Drama is becoming an increasingly
popular choice with students who are
being consistently recognized by the
Board of Studies for their diverse and
high standard drama performances. In
2016, Year 12 students Minna Squire,
Dylan Swain, Fenella Jamieson and
Toby Condon were nominated for
their major group HSC drama piece
called the Pigeon Singers, which was
a hilarious and physical performance
about a group of acapella singers who
dreamt of “making it local”. In addition,
Minna was nominated for her individual
Project Performance, Scream from
Tal Afar by Vivienne Glance, which
captured the gruelling impact of
violence and war on the compassion of
those caught up in its terrors as told by
a mother.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE:
Mac Thomson, James Staniforth, Max Manson, Cayden McGrath,
Tom Robson and William Freeth
Months of hard work paid off for six Year 12 KWS Industrial
Technology students, when their HSC major works were
nominated for the 2016 InTech exhibition for outstanding
major projects. The exhibition featured Timber Products
and Furniture, Automotive, Electronics, Graphics, Metal

and Engineering and Multimedia. Congratulations to Mac
Thomson, James Staniforth, Max Manson, Cayden McGrath,
Tom Robson and William Freeth with all their projects being
worthy of the recognition they received.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS
DUX OF YEAR 12: Alexander Mirrington
Alexander is a conscientious, co-operative and highly motivated student with outstanding
academic ability. He has worked diligently to achieve his potential academically whilst maintaining
a considerable involvement in many co-curricular activities, including being a member of the First
XI Football team and a 2016 Prefect. Alexander’s positive attitude and cheerful disposition makes
him well-respected by his peers.

DUX OF YEAR 11: Trent Russell
Trent is a boarder who manages the challenges of his rigorous academic program with grace. He
has achieved success across all of his subjects. Of particular note is Trent’s High Distinction for his
study of Philosophy through the Gifted and Talented program offered by Macquarie University.
Trent is a founding member of Blackman House, one of the two new Tutor Houses established in
2016, and his kindness and sense of humour have been appreciated as the House found its feet.

DUX OF YEAR 10: Rex Crisp
Rex is a reliable and courteous young man who achieves across a wide range of subjects, from
accelerated Mathematics to Industrial Technology to French. Rex always displays a great deal of
curiosity about the world. Key to his success is his ability to manage his time and commitments
effectively. Rex holds rank in Cadets and is a keen triathlete so he is a great example to his peers
and younger students of how to make the most of every opportunity.

DUX OF YEAR 9: Benjamin Gillham
Benjamin is an outstanding student, achieving across a range of challenging subjects including
Latin and accelerated Mathematics. He is also a swimmer at state and national level but despite
these wonderful achievements Benjamin remains humble and courteous. Benjamin possesses
remarkable self-discipline, a quality which contributes in no small measure to his academic and
sporting success. Benjamin has a quiet demeanour but is happy to share his knowledge with his
peers, a quality which leads to improved learning outcomes for everyone.

DUX OF YEAR 8: Edward Taylor
Edward has an easy-going personality, and his intelligence and quick humour are valued by his
peers and staff. He has a thirst for knowledge and a desire to engage in higher-order thinking,
the hallmarks of a successful learner. Edward’s excellent learning habits, fine research skills
and collaborative approach have helped him achieve outstanding results. It is also important to
acknowledge Edward’s kindness to others and his willingness to be generous with his skills, traits
that endear him to his classmates.

DUX OF YEAR 7: Lara O’Brien
Lara is a boarder from Gulargambone who was very excited to be coming to KWS where she could
be involved in a wider range of academic and co-curricular opportunities. She has indeed made the
most of those opportunities! Lara puts learning goals in place for herself and then sets about doing
what it takes to reach those goals. We congratulate Lara on her results, her contribution to all
aspects of school life, and her thoughtfulness towards other students and teachers.

KWS GEOGRAPHY PRODUCING
SOME OF AUSTRALIA’S BEST
Year 12 student, Canada Gavin, had tremendous success
competing in the Australian Geography Competition, taking
out the top award convincingly, having finished first in
New South Wales and Australia! Competing since Year 7 it
could be argued that Canada was well prepared going into
the annual competition. While Canada will not compete
internationally in 2017 because she will no longer be a school
student, she hopes to use Geography in a double degree in
environmental sustainability and economics at the London
School of Economics next year.

NATIONAL TITRATION COMPETITION
In 2016 KWS students visited James Sheahan Catholic High School where they
competed in the analytical Chemistry Competition run by the Royal Australian
Chemical Institute.
Year 12 student, Alexander Mirrington, mixed it with the best, emerging as the
winner in the Orange round of the NSW Schools Titration Competition. Alex’s
individual achievement saw him presented with a pipette filler trophy and saw
him go on to compete at State.
In the teams event, members were required to analyse volumes of acids and
bases to calculate the concentration of an unknown sample of acetic acid.
There were eight KWS teams in total, with Year 12 students, Harry Williams,
Lillian Whittaker and Harry Edmondson working well together to bring home
third place.

LATIN STUDENTS
EXCEL AT NATIONALS
In 2016 over 150,000 students across 20
countries worldwide sat for the National
Latin Exam (NLE) with KWS students
who sat the exam excelling. In this
exam students were given 40-multiple
choice questions covering grammar,
comprehension, mythology, derivatives,
literature, Roman life and history. Year 10
student Jemima McPhee achieved a top
score for KWS of 97.5% and a gold medal.
Alexandra Butcherine (92.5%) and Maxwell
Eastwood (90%) topped the Year 11 class,
receiving gold medals for their scores and
Year 12 students, Olivia Wass and Peter
Alston made very few errors and were both
awarded a gold medal.

STUDENTS AWARDED HIGH DISTINCTIONS IN ICAS TESTS
Each year the students of the Preparatory School are
nominated by their families to participate in the International
Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) which
provides a number of skills-based tests in English, Writing
and Mathematics. The University of New South Wales ICAS
test provides information about each student’s performance
in relation to their peers, as well as their own performance
in previous years. In 2016 a number of students were
nominated to complete the ICAS tests with the majority of
our students coming from Years 4 and 5.

This year, seven students achieved High Distinctions across
English and Writing. The results were as follows:
English
High Distinctions: Jaemin Lee, Gordon Suthers
Writing
High Distinctions: Hannah Jones, Olivia Lee, Helen Suthers,
Jaemin Lee, Ben Jones

PODIUM FINISH ON
WORLD STAGE
Having emerged as the winners of
the National Kids’ Lit Quiz Final, KWS
students Emily L’Estrange, Lila Pearce,
Freya Neville and Emma Choi stepped
onto the big stage, representing
Australia in the world final in Auckland,
New Zealand, in August 2016.
Coached by KWS Librarian, Mrs Nicole
Deans, the KWS Lit Quiz team went
head to head with Canada, Hong Kong,
New Zealand, Singapore, South Africa,
UK and USA. Having read 400 novels,
fairy tales and rhymes in the months
leading up to the final, the girls fought
hard throughout ten rounds to come
from seventh position to be placed
third in the world.

PERFORMING ARTS
ACHIEVEMENTS

HOWLIN’ NOMINATED FOR CAT AWARDS
In 2016 the annual Preparatory School musical, Howlin’,
was nominated in the ICON and ActewAGL Canberra Area
Theatre Awards for the best production of a School or Youth
Musical. Mr Hordynsky was nominated for Best Director of a
school or youth musical, with a number of students receiving

nominations for their stellar performances as an Ensemble
in a Musical, including Sally Carter, Henry McElroy, Grace
Srzich, Ella Worsley, Max Bloomfield and Alex Reid. Gordon
Suthers was nominated for Best Actor in a Featured Role
while Oscar McLaughlin was nominated for Best Lead Actor.

BRIANNA JOINS AUSTRALIAN YOUTH ORCHESTRA
The Australian Youth Orchestra has a reputation for being
one of the world’s most prestigious and innovative training
organisations for young pre-professional musicians. Taught
by KWS strings teacher, Mrs Lorraine Moxey, a number of
students have had exemplary success this year.
Claudia Norton-Foley (Year 11), Sophie Hoskins-Murphy
(Year 11) and Hannah Solari (Year 10) were all accepted into
the Australian Youth Orchestra’s National Music Camp. All
three girls proved to be competitive, mixing it with the best
in what was a gruelling audition process. In addition, Claudia
was also chosen for the Australian Youth Orchestra’s Young
Symphonists program.
Brianna Chu (Year 12) was accepted into the Sydney Youth
Orchestra and will be on the International Tour to Europe
in April 2017. The training pathway has been created to
nurture the musical development of Australian’s finest young
instrumentalists across metropolitan and regional Australia
from the emerging, gifted, school-aged students, to those
on the verge of a professional career. What a wonderful
achievement and a fantastic way to finish schooling at KWS!

SPORTING
ACHIEVEMENTS
CONRAN ON TOUR
Competing in the Combined Independent Schools tournament
for a third consecutive year, golfing sensation James Conran
(Year 12), stepped things up when he was named in the
eight-man side to compete in the School Sport Australia
National Golf Championships, having finished first in the NSW
Schoolboy Championships. Competing in Adelaide, James
placed 12th in the individual stroke with scores of 80 and 72,
with NSW finishing first in the Team Stroke and runners-up
in Matchplay. Despite the fact that 2015 was his first year
seriously competing, the now-Duntryleague Club Champion
was announced Junior Sportsperson of the Year, claiming wins
in the Windsor Junior Classic, Western Sydney Junior Masters,
along with three Opens wins in Orange.
While James has applied for university, he will be deferring to
play golf around Australia throughout 2017.

AN OARSOME SEASON FOR KWS ROWERS
The rowing team at KWS has enjoyed tremendous success
in the 2016 season with hard work, determination and
commitment reinforcing their place amongst Australia’s
rowing elite. The keenly contested Head of the River was a
significant event in the 2016 season with the team winning
19 gold medals, 15 silver medals and 9 bronze in total, giving
the school victories in the boys’ point score and girls’ senior

point score. This proved to be the perfect lead-up into the
Australian Open Schools Rowing Championships, one of the
three signature events at the Sydney International Rowing
Regatta (SIRR). KWS rowers earned an amazing two gold
medals, three silver medals and two bronze medals across
the seven-day event!

PHOEBE LEADS
NSW TEAM IN
CHAMPIONSHIPS
All-round sportswoman Phoebe
Litchfield had the honour of leading
the NSW team at the Hockey Australia
Under-13 Australian National
Championships, which were held in
Perth in September 2016. This was not
the first time Phoebe has worn blue as
she represented NSW in the gold-medal
winning Under-13 side in 2015. Going
into Day Six of a seven-day tournament,
Phoebe’s NSW side was sitting second
with five wins, a loss and a draw through
seven games with Victoria Blue, placing
great pressure on the NSW side.
Phoebe’s team finished second behind
Victoria Blue in the entire competition.
In total, Phoebe scored seven goals for
her team.

NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP
REPRESENTATION
With the opportunity to be
crowned Australian Age Champion,
swimming stars Josie and Benjamin
Gillham stepped it up a gear at the
2016 Georgina Hope Foundation
Championships. Josie swam a personal
best in the Girls 16 years 50 metre
Freestyle to place 31st while Ben was
just 0.3 off his personal best in the
100 metre Breaststroke to place 34th
overall. There is no doubt swimming is
a talent that runs in the Gillham family.
At the same Championships, Year 8
student Sam Archer also competed in
the Boys 13 years 50 metre Freestyle
and won his heat. Sam placed 16th
overall with a personal best time of
26.67.

SPORTING SENSATION
Connor Whiteley (Year 12) has proven time and time again
that he has what it takes to compete in what is arguably the
most gruelling sport around. Qualifying for the National
Triathlon Championships held in Hervey Bay, Queensland,
this was Connor’s fourth and most successful year. His NSW
team claimed a gold medal in the All Age Relay where each
athlete competed in a full triathlon. Individually, Connor
finished seventh in the Male 17-19 category individual race
(200m swim, 6km cycle, 2km run) clocking 1 hour and 33
seconds with only one minute and 21 seconds between
Connor and the winner.
The distance running phenomenon also qualified for
the 2016 School Sport Australia National Cross Country
Championships. As a result of his run in the individual event,
Connor was selected into the U20 boys’ relay team. Connor’s
NSW team crossed the line in first place, which resulted in
his team receiving a National Gold Medal!
Connor is now concentrating on training for the upcoming
triathlon season. He has been named in the NSW Emerging
Talent Squad and has been invited to attend the annual
National Development Camp.

EQUESTRIAN SUCCESS
There was no horsing around in 2016, with a number of girls
having tremendous success in the Equestrian Arena. Both
Sophia Redenbach (Year 10) and Emma Pryse Jones (Year 11)
were selected for the Equestrian Australia NSW State Interschools team to compete at the Australian-Inter Schools
Championships.
Competing against the top four combinations that qualified
for this event from NSW, QLD, VIC, SA, WA and NT, Sophia
and her horse, Daydream Believer, placed 5th in the Senior
Novice Dressage 2.2 test and 3rd in the Senior Novice
Dressage 2.3 – just 0.3% behind the winner, placing them
5th overall in the Senior Novice Dressage.
Emma and her horse Belcam Alliance also had great success
throughout the competition placing 6th in the Prix St George
and 6th in the Inter 1 which placed her 6th overall in the

Small Tour Competition.
To finish off an extremely successful year, Sophia and her
horse went on to compete at the NSW Country Show Horse
Competition where she took out Champion Rider 15 and
Under 17 years and earnt the right to compete at the Grand
National Championships.
Across the other side of the World, in Fort Worth, Texas,
Holly Gutterson (Year 8) was fortunate enough to compete
within the Australian Team in the Youth World Appaloosa
Show 2016. Despite some difficult circumstances,
Holly competed in Showmanship, Western Pleasure,
Horsemanship, Bareback Equitation and Trail. Holly finished
with four top-ten placings and one finalist placing and
achieved an overall seventh.

STAFFING ACHIEVEMENTS
MASTERS
GRADUATION
Claudia McCalman
2016 saw KWS English teacher, Claudia
McCalman, complete her Master of
Education (Literacy and New Literacies)
from the University of New England.
Claudia’s research project focused on
increasing the literacy capabilities of Year
7 rural and remote boarders. She also
completed a unit on Critical and Creative
Thinking (CCT) in order to support the CCT
initiatives being undertaken at Kinross
Wolaroi School. Claudia has a passion for
lifelong learning and has been completing
miscellaneous distance education units
in literature for the past twenty years!
As Claudia contemplates making her
research project the basis of her PhD, she
is enjoying a well-earned break having
juggled work, family and full time study.
Claudia’s graduation ceremony will be held
in April 2017.

A FINE ACHIEVEMENT FOR A
DEDICATED TEACHER
Larissa Terrey
One of 35 participants from around Australia, KWS
History teacher, Ms Larissa Terrey, has been successful
in gaining a Gandel Holocaust Studies Scholarship,
sponsored by the Sydney Jewish Museum.
The Gandel Holocaust Studies Program is a nationwide
program that is supported by the Gandel Philanthropy,
B’nai B’rith NSW, Sydney Jewish Museum, and B’nai
B’rith Raoul Wallenberg Centre in Victoria. The program
is designed to form an active and organised network of
Australian educators who are committed to teaching
about the Holocaust and its universal implications,
using an inter-disciplinary and age-appropriate
approach.
In January 2017, Larissa will attend the Gandel
Holocaust Program for Australian Educators, a three
week course held at the Yad Vashem in Israel. Under the
guidance of leading Holocaust experts, she will have
the opportunity to examine various primary sources,
meet Holocaust survivors, and visit various memorials
to the Holocaust victims.

TURNING
TRADITIONAL
EDUCATION ON ITS
HEAD
John Catterson
Exploring the Flipped Classroom
Educational Paradigm, KWS Science
Teacher, Mr John Catterson, was
approached in 2016 by ClickView (an
online tool which allows for a video
repository, based purely on education
in the Australian Curriculum) to be
one of 15 teachers across Australia to
upload video content onto their online
video repository.
The Flipped Classroom methodology
inverts traditional teaching methods
in delivering instruction online. This
is achieved by using videos, podcasts
and interactive forums outside of
class and moving “homework” into the
classroom, allowing for more critical
thinking, analysis and discussion, which
are the areas where students need the
most help.
John hopes that by being selected to
be a ClickView contributor he can make
it easier for other teachers to jump on
board the Flipped Classroom saying,
“It is a pedagogy I really believe in and
anything I can do to help more people
to get involved and spread the word is
a positive thing”.

FOSTERING A COMMITMENT TO PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
In 2015, KWS secured 15 scholarships valued at $60,000
for the National Excellence in School Leadership Initiative
(NESLI) Leading Teachers Colloquium program. Partnering
with the Australian School of Applied Management,
Melbourne University, this course provides a pathway for a
Master’s Degree from a number of reputable universities.
Late in 2015, KWS secured an additional 16 scholarships
valued at $64,000 and in 2016 a further 20 scholarships
were awarded. The program will be delivered to 51 staff
members, including Senior Management, Heads of Faculties,
Heads of Houses and classroom teachers. Undertaken over a
three to four year period, the program will assist in creating
a rich, challenging and innovative learning environment for
KWS students while providing the platform to strengthen the
current leadership skills of staff. With a focus on leadership
that supports student learning, the course has fostered
professional learning conversations and has provided
research-based leadership direction for the KWS community
to embrace, nurture and develop.
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