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FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL

My meaning simply is, that whatever I have tried to do in life, 
I have tried with all my heart to do well; that whatever I have 
devoted myself to, I have devoted myself to completely.
      
Charles Dickens, David Copperfield

It is immensely rewarding to see so many of our students 
achieve considerable success in such a vast array of 
academic and co-curricular pursuits.

Ambition and the pursuit of excellence matters at Kinross 
Wolaroi.  Our focus upon a holistic educational experience, 
one that develops the whole person is well reflected within 
the following pages of this document.  

Our educational program is deliberately structured to 
present challenges, choices and opportunities so that all 
our students can grow, flourish and discover their abilities 
and passions in life.

It is my fervent belief that at Kinross Wolaroi we must 
provide an outstanding innovative and dynamic learning 
environment that will enable our students to be the best 
they can be, be it inside or outside the classroom.

These first-class achievements of our students featured 
here reflects powerfully upon the quality of our 
inspirational academic and co-curricular staff and the 
quality of our educational experience.  

I offer my sincere congratulations to our students for their 
dedication and pursuit of excellence, our staff for their 
passion and commitment and I thank our parents for their 
ongoing love and support; for it is the culmination of this 
trinity that contributes to the success of our students.

Dr Andrew Parry
Principal



HSC ACHIEVEMENTS

Kinross Wolaroi School’s continued focus on academic achievement has again produced 
impressive Higher School Certificate results. With 146 KWS students sitting the HSC, many 
students achieved well beyond expectations.

Trent Russell was acknowledged as a 2017 Top Achiever for 
placing 6th in Software Design and Development 

Rebekah Rae achieved a perfect score of 50/50 in Music 
Extension.

Amelia Rawson received the Premier’s All Rounder award with 
Band 6 (or E4) scores in 10 or more units.

PREMIER’S ALL ROUNDER AWARD

TOP ACHIEVERS IN COURSE

Seven subjects had 100% of candidates with a  
Band 5 or 6 (includes E3 and E4):

• Ancient History (state average: 36%)

• English Extension 1 (state average: 93%)

• English Extension 2 (state average: 77%)

• French Extension (state average: 93%)

• Latin Continuers (state average: 82%)

• Latin Extension (state average: 97%)

• Music Extension (state average: 95%)

HIGH ACHIEVING SUBJECTS

98.65
KWS’s highest ATAR in 2017

20%
29 KWS students (20%)

achieved an ATAR over 90

126
KWS students received 126  

Band 6 results (including E4 in 
Extension subjects) 

42%
61 KWS students (42%)

achieved an ATAR over 80

>53%
Over 53% of all individual KWS 
subject results for the cohort  

were Band 5 or 6

468
KWS students received 468 

Band 5 and 6 results (including 
E3 and E4 bands) widely spread 

across subjects

Biology – 30 KWS students achieved a Band 5 or 6; 63% 
compared to the state average of 39%
Geography – 14 KWS students achieved a Band 5 or 6; 67% 
compared to the state average of 42%
Hospitality – 5 KWS students achieved a Band 5 or 6; 50% 
compared to the state average of 30%
Industrial Technology - 14 KWS students achieved a Band 5 or 
6; 93% compared to the state average of 22%
Modern History – 17 KWS students achieved a Band 5 or 6; 
63% compared to the state average of 39%
Senior Science – 8 KWS students achieved a Band 5 or 6; 62% 
compared to the state average of 24%

Studies of Religion 1 - 13 KWS students achieved a Band 5 or 
6; 87% compared to the state average of 50%
Textiles and Design – 7 KWS students achieved a Band 5 or 6; 
88% compared to the state average of 50%
Visual Arts – 15 KWS students achieved a Band 5 or 6; 79% 
compared to the state average of 54%
Music 1 – 5 KWS students achieved a Band 6; 71% compared 
to the state average of 20%
Software Design & Development – 2 KWS students achieved a 
Band 6; 40% compared to the state average of 12%

EXCEPTIONAL SUBJECTS



HSC HIGH ACHIEVERS



A boarder from Cowra, Trent is a vibrant and highly motivated individual who has 
taken advantage of all opportunities available to him at KWS. The commitment he has 
demonstrated to his academic studies is outstanding and Trent has also shown resilience 
during the challenging year of his HSC. Trent has been able to balance his school work, 
sporting commitments, community volunteer roles and other hobbies. Trent is a dedicated 
and trustworthy young man who excels at all that he puts his mind to. We are very 
proud of Trent’s results and of the humility he has displayed despite these wonderful 
achievements.

Trent 
Russell 
ATAR 98.40

Alexandra is a mature and effervescent young lady who has embraced the challenges 
of Year 12. Alexandra is a friendly, co-operative and conscientious student who gets 
along well with others. Alexandra has participated fully in the co-curricular activities of 
the School. In the Cadet Unit she rose to the rank of Cadet Under Officer. She was an 
integral member of the Pedal Prix team from 2013-2016. She spent many years on the 
Debating team and was Co-Captain of the Softball team in 2017. At the 2017 Graduation, 
Alexandra was awarded prizes for Biology, for English, the Year 12 Latin Prize and the 
award for Proxime Accessit to the Dux. We congratulate Alexandra on these excellent 
results. 

Alexandra 
Butcherine
ATAR 98.10

Parham is a conscientious, highly motivated student with exceptional academic ability 
participating in all aspects of school life. At the 2017 Graduation Ceremony, Parham was 
awarded prizes for academic excellence, for Physics and the award for HSC Chemistry. 
Parham participated fully in the co-curricular activities of the school. He played Rugby 
in every season and he was an enthusiastic and valued member of the 2nd XV in 2017. In 
Water Polo, he was awarded Best and Fairest in his final year. Parham was a member of 
the KWS Cadet Corps, achieving the rank of Company Sergeant. He also has contributed 
to music ensembles and is a capable debater, representing the school over many years. 
Parham has been a generous contributor and we are delighted with his superb results. 

Parham
Raoof
ATAR 97.85

Amelia Rawson has been a Day Student at Kinross Wolaroi School for thirteen years and 
is a conscientious and highly motivated student with exceptional academic ability. At the 
Year 12 Graduation Ceremony in 2017, Amelia received the prize for Modern History and 
an award for academic excellence. She participated fully in the co-curricular activities of 
the school over the past thirteen years. A talented Chorister, Amelia was appointed Choir 
Leader in 2017 after many years of active work in various choirs in the school. During 
her time at KWS, Amelia has enjoyed Softball and a variety of other sports. In 2017 she 
received the Most Valuable Player Award for her team. We wish Amelia much success. 

Amelia
Rawson
ATAR 98.65

Connor is a day student who has worked hard to achieve outstanding results across all 
areas of his schooling. At the Year 12 Graduation ceremony in 2017, Connor received 
the award for best All-Round Sportsman, the prize for French and an award for academic 
excellence. Connor participated fully in the co-curricular program of the school and he is 
an outstanding, nationally ranked athlete. He represented the school in Athletics, Cross 
Country, Football, Swimming and Triathlon, which is his passion. He has received full 
colours in many of these sports. He has also represented the School in Debating at the 
highest level. He has gained success in a wide range of areas and should be justly proud of 
his enormous achievements throughout his six years at Kinross Wolaroi School. 

Connor
Whiteley
ATAR 96.35

Although only starting at Kinross as a Boarder from Mudgee in 2016, Rebekah fully 
embraced every opportunity available to her. Whilst maintaining very high academic 
standards, Rebekah displayed her significant ability and commitment to Music, performing 
and achieving at the highest level, individually and in many ensembles. At the Year 12 
Graduation Ceremony, she received the award for Music and a Prize for Academic 
Excellence. Rebekah also received Honours for Music, and she has been nominated for the 
Encore showcase of HSC Music students. Her breadth of involvement also included Water 
Polo and Hockey, a testament to her commitment and dedication. 

Rebekah
Rae
ATAR 97.50



Five Year 11 students received HSC Band 6 and/or E4 results for their accelerated 
Mathematics subjects. Rex Crisp achieved a Band 6 in Mathematics and an E4 in 
Mathematics Extension 1. Georgia Edmonstone, Lydia Fagan, Harriet Reilly and 
Hannah Solari all achieved a Band 6 in Mathematics.

YEAR 11 
ACCELERATED 
STUDENTS

Juliet has been a Day Student at Kinross Wolaroi School and has been a highly motivated 
student with a capacity to produce work of a consistently high standard. At the Year 
12 Graduation Ceremony Juliet was awarded the prize for Geography and an award 
for Academic Excellence. Juliet participated fully in the co-curricular activities of the 
School over the past eleven years. A talented rider, Juliet was a valuable member of the 
School’s Equestrian Team from 2012 to 2016. In 2016 she was awarded Half Colours for 
Equestrian and she competed at the North West Equestrian Expo every year from 2012 to 
2016. We wish Juliet every success in the years ahead. 

Prudence is a boarder from Narromine and a model of commitment and contribution 
to life at KWS. Whilst achieving excellent academic results throughout her schooling, 
Prudence has involved herself in a wide range of activities. She is a talented sportswoman, 
representing Western Area Schools in both Basketball and Netball. She was in the Schools 
1sts Netball and Basketball teams from 2015 through 2017. She represented the School in 
Swimming, Athletics and Triathlon and in 2017, and was awarded Full Colours for Netball. 
She has also actively volunteered, most recently with CamKids, and travelled to Cambodia 
at the end of 2016 to immerse herself in another culture, working for and with others. We 
are grateful for Prudence’s contributions and wish her well for the future. 

Juliet
Sharpe
ATAR 95.40

Prudence
Schiffmann
ATAR 95.45

Charlie has been a Boarding Student at Kinross Wolaroi School and hails from Narromine. 
He has been a self-motivated and conscientious student who has achieved excellence in 
all of his subjects. Charlie is a very talented dramatist. His Group Project for Higher School 
Certificate Drama achieved nomination for On Stage. He is a diligent, intelligent student 
who has kept faith with a diverse and challenging academic program. Charlie participated 
actively in the School’s co-curricular program and in sport, participated in Rowing, Tennis 
and Rugby. His Cadet Corps record is outstanding, and he was awarded Full Colours in 
2017. We acknowledge his commitment to Kinross Wolaroi School and wish him well for 
the future. 

Charlie
Barber
ATAR 95.15

Alice has been a day student at KWS for thirteen years where she has taken on every 
opportunity with enthusiasm and gusto rarely equalled. She has been an outstanding 
leader evidenced in her role as Deputy Head Prefect in 2017. As part of the KWS Cadet 
Corps, she was Company Commander of F Company, and in 2017 was awarded Full 
Colours for Cadets. Alice fully participated in all aspects of the co-curricular program, and 
was awarded Full Colours for the Musical in 2016 and for Netball in 2016 and 2017. At 
the Year 12 Graduation Ceremony, Alice received the Caltex Best All-Rounder Award, the 
Prize for Drama and an award for academic excellence. We thank Alice for her outstanding 
contribution to the School over many years and we look forward to her future successes. 

Alice
Litchfield
ATAR 96.00

VISUAL ARTS
Visual Arts students Stephanie Lennon and Tharni-Jo 
Parkinson, had their major works nominated and included in 
the ArtEXPRESS Exhibition. Anna Seymour’s major work was 
also nominated for ArtEXPRESS.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY
11 Industrial Technology students (Jack Bilton, Sam Eberle, 
Jack Griffiths, Samuel Harbison, Lochie Hazelton, Samuel 
Jeffrey, Charles Mitton, Samuel Moon, Joshua Rosin, Cosmin 
Scott and Milton Smith) were nominated for InTech, exhibiting 
outstanding major design projects.

HSC PRACTICAL SUCCESS
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY
Jack Bilton’s major Design & Technology project was 
nominated for Shape 2017.

DRAMA
Four Drama students (Charlie Barber, Angus Cumming, 
Barbara King and Alice Litchfield) had their group project 
nominated for OnSTAGE (a presentation of exemplary 
group and individual HSC Drama performances).

TEXTILES AND DESIGN
Megan Kennett’s major Textiles and Design work was 
nominated for the Texstyle Exhibition and Shape 2017.



HSC DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVERS
Students who achieved Band 6 or E4 results

Harrison Allen – Mathematics General 2, 
Software Design and Development
Dexter Anderson – Biology, Mathematics
Lucy Arundell – Ancient History, Economics
Charlie Barber – Drama, Mathematics, 
Mathematics Extension 1
Riley Barron – Mathematics, PDHPE
Greta Biddulph – Mathematics General 2
Jack Bilton – Design and Technology 
Eva Bloomfield – Biology, Mathematics
Alexandra Butcherine – Biology, English 
Advanced, English Extension 1, Mathematics and 
Latin Continuers
Sarah Byrne – Studies of Religion 1
Jack Byrnes – Mathematics
Tessa Coddington – Visual Arts
Eloise Coleman – Music 1, Textiles and Design
India Connick – Mathematics General 2
Rex Crisp – Mathematics, Mathematics 
Extension 1
Angus Cumming – Drama
Maxwell Eastwood – Mathematics
Sam Eberle – Industrial Technology
Georgia Edmonstone – Mathematics
Zoe Ellis-Peck – Ancient History, Biology, 
Mathematics
Lydia Fagan – Mathematics
Harry Fisher – Biology, Mathematics
Elizabeth Fox – Music Extension
Eliza Gilbank-Heim – Ancient History

Josephine Gillham – Studies of Religion 1
Sophie Greet – English Advanced
Jack Griffiths – Industrial Technology, 
Construction 
Patrick Hain – Information and Digital 
Technology
Angus Hall – Biology, English Extension 1
Lochie Hazelton – Industrial Technology
Reagan Hetherington – Biology, PDHPE
Darren Jayasuriya - Mathematics
Megan Kennett – Biology, Textiles & Design
India Kermode – Biology, English Advanced, 
English Extension 1, Visual Arts
Barbara King – Drama, Music 1
Isabelle Kocanda – Ancient History, Studies of 
Religion 1, Visual Arts
Alice Litchfield – Drama, English Advanced, 
Mathematics
Elizabeth McKenzie – Music 1, Visual Arts
Olivia Medway – Geography, Mathematics 
General 2, PDHPE
Charles Mitton – Industrial Technology
Claudia Norton-Foley – Music 2, Music 
Extension
William Prince – Mathematics 
Emma Pryse Jones – PDHPE
Rebekah Rae – Mathematics, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Music 2, Music Extension
Parham Raoof – Chemistry, Mathematics 
Extension 1, Mathematics Extension 2, Physics

Amelia Rawson – Ancient History, Biology, English 
Advanced, Mathematics, Mathematics Extension 
1, Modern History
Harriet Reilly – Mathematics
William Roberts – Music Extension
Trent Russell – Chemistry, Mathematics, 
Mathematics Extension 1, Physics, Software 
Design and Development
Prudence Schiffmann - Mathematics, 
Mathematics Extension 1
Cosmin Scott - Industrial Technology
Anna Seymour - Music 1, Visual Arts
Juliet Sharpe - English Advanced, Geography, 
Mathematics General 2, Studies of Religion 1
Rachel Small - Biology, Mathematics 
General 2
Hannah Solari - Mathematics
Lara Southwell - Biology, English Advanced
Maddison Spratt - Visual Arts
Kiara Taylorwood-Roe - Textiles and Design
Zali Thomas - PDHPE
Arthur Vazouras - Mathematics General 2
Connor Whiteley – French Continuers, French 
Extension, Mathematics, Mathematics Extension 1
Anna Williams - Geography
Chloe Wilson – Textiles and Design
Angus Wright - Mathematics
Lucy Wright - PDHPE, Studies of Religion 1
Natasha Yeo - Business Studies, Community and 
Family Studies, Music 1

A D D I T I O N A L

A T A R S
OVER 90

Harry Fisher
ATAR 91.60

Darren Jayasuriya
ATAR 91.15

Anna Williams
ATAR 91.00

Maxwell Eastwood
ATAR 90.75

Olivia Medway
ATAR 92.75

Lara Southwell
ATAR 92.50

Natasha Yeo
ATAR 90.35

Riley Barron
ATAR 90.10

Eliza Gilbank-Heim
ATAR 90.10

Zoe Ellis-Peck
ATAR 93.40

Lucy Arundell
ATAR 92.85

Jack Byrnes
ATAR 92.85

India Kermode
ATAR 92.85

Dexter Anderson
ATAR 92.75

Isabelle Kocanda
ATAR 94.30

Reagan Hetherington
ATAR 93.90

Angus Hall
ATAR 93.45

Rachel Small
ATAR 93.50

Eva Bloomfield
ATAR 94.85



HSC NOMINATIONS

Students Stephanie Lennon, Tharni-Jo Parkinson, and Anna Seymour have had their artworks nominated for inclusion in 
ArtExpress which showcases Higher School Certificate bodies of work representing best practice in visual arts education and 
celebrating student achievement. This is a significant achievement and exciting opportunity for these rural students as their 
works were among the 460 selected out of 9,000 submissions. Stephanie and Tharni-Jo’s work went on to be included in 
ArtExpress and will be on display in 2018 in the Cowra and Orange Regional Art Galleries.

CREATIVE EXCELLENCE:
Visual Arts: ArtExpress Nominations & Selections

Taino - We the Good People, 
Anna Seymour 
Drawing and Mixed Media Collage

Anna’s artwork details three stages 
of a tribal woman’s life. The collage 
is a combination of industrial and 
natural materials symbolising the 
conflict between our lifestyles as 
well as the complex nature of the 
modernised world. Anna describes 
her work below:

In our march towards progress, 
we have forgotten how to live in a 
symbolic relationship with the earth 
and we have been alienated from 
our human communities. Tribal 
youth are raised to have a strong 
sense of identity, resilience and 
connectedness to people rather than 
materialistic possessions. 

Once In a Lifetime 
by Stephanie Lennon 
Drawing

Stephanie’s artwork is about the 
impact of, and rejuvenation of the 
‘Sir Ivan Fire’ that went through her 
property “Gundooee” on Sunday 
12 February, 2017. The series of 
works digs deep into the hearts 
of victims of the fire, bringing out 
what most would have witnessed. 
She drew the works to allow 
others to experience the grief and 
suffering and many other emotions 
affecting those involved in this 
once-in-a-lifetime event. “I want 
to express to audiences my personal 
experience of loss and the stages of 
recovering from it.” 

Face Off 
by Tharni-Jo Parkinson 
Laser Cutting

Tharni represented three 
significant family members using 
colour to identify their character.
The earthy reds and yellows of 
her Grandad show his energy and 
happiness and joy of living as well 
as his determination to get things 
done. The different shades of blue 
in her Grandma represent her as an 
intelligent, confident and faithful 
woman who is very powerful 
and strong within herself. Cousin 
Jasmine has been painted in the 
tones of blacks and greys as her 
personality and character are yet to 
be discovered. The precision of the 
laser cutter and delicate strining 
of pieces created a balanced and 
unified aesthetic in Tharni’s work.



Year 12 student Megan Kennett, had 
the privilege of her work being selected 
for the Texstyle annual exhibition of 
outstanding HSC Textile and Design 
Major Projects. Each year approximately 
thirty exemplary examples of student 
work are selected from 2,000HSC 
Textiles and Design students. Meg’s 
work was also nominated for Shape 
2017 featuring exemplary major 
projects from HSC Design & 
Technology, Industrial Technology 
and Textiles & Design students. Meg’s 
Major Textiles Project was inspired 
by opposition to the mining of rich 
agricultural land in the Liverpool Plains. 
She created a protest costume with a 
swimsuit and hat constructed from her 
own digitally printed design. The suit 
was complemented by a vinyl raincoat 
screen printed and stitched with wheat 
and canola with seams bound in high-
vis reflective tape. 

Drama is becoming an increasingly 
popular choice with students who 
are being consistently recognised by 
the NESA for their diverse and high 
standard drama performances. In 
2017, Year 12 students Charlie Barber, 
Angus Cumming, Barbara King and 
Alice Litchfield were nominated for 
their major group HSC Drama piece 
called Come on Down, which was a 
look into the reality of Centrelink and 
the people who seek help there. The 
performance itself questioned whether 
or not Centrelink actually needs help. 
By utilising the theatre form of Black 
Comedy, the students were able to 
explore the controversial topic through 
the use of humour, and at times 
stark and confronting moments. This 
essentially held a mirror up to society 
and made the audience question their 
preconceived notions.

DRAMA STUDENTS  
ONSTAGE:
Come on Down Group 
Performance featuring 
Charlie Barber, Angus 
Cumming, Barbara King 
and Alice Litchfield.

TEXTILE AND DESIGN:
Texstyle Selection

Meg’s work will be  displayed at the 
IntoCraft Live Show in March 2018.

Mood board featuring elements of 
Meg’s work.



Months of hard work paid off for 
eleven Year 12 KWS Industrial 
Technology students, when their 
HSC major works were nominated 
for the 2018 InTech exhibition 
for outstanding major projects. 
The exhibition features Timber 
Products and Furniture, Automotive, 
Electronics, Graphics, Metal and 
Engineering and Multimedia. 
Congratulations to Jack Bilton, 
Sam Eberle, Jack Griffiths, Samuel 
Harbison, Lochie Hazelton, Samuel 
Jeffrey, Charles Mitton, Samuel Moon, 
Joshua Rosin, Cosmin Scott and 
Milton Smith with all their projects 
being worthy of the recognition they 
received.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE:
Jack Bilton, Sam Eberle, Jack Griffiths, Samuel Harbison, Lochie Hazelton, Samuel 
Jeffrey, Charles Mitton, Samuel Moon, Joshua Rosin, Cosmin Scott and Milton Smith

DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY
Jack Bilton 
Jack Bilton’s Design and Technology 
major project was nominated 
for Shape 2017 (an exhibition 
featuring exemplary major projects 
from HSC Design & Technology, 
Industrial Technology and Textiles 
& Design students). Jack made an 
ironbark dining table suitable for 
a niche business such as a winery, 
as it incorporates e-technology for 
ordering, LED lighting, and the main 
feature, a centrepiece containing 
elements of flora and fauna from the 
local region embedded in resin.



Ellenor is a boarder from Adelong who has made the most of all opportunities available at KWS. 
She has immersed herself in her academic studies achieving straight A’s for effort throughout the 
Year in all subjects. Ellenor has managed to fit a lot into her first year at KWS including saxophone, 
Senior Choir, Debating, Kids Lit Quiz, Netball and Cadets. We congratulate Ellenor on her 
commitment to strive to achieve her best whilst maintaining her friendly and considerate nature.

DUX OF YEAR 7: Ellenor Crawford 

DUX OF YEAR 8: Madeleine Hook 
Madeleine is a vibrant and driven learner who engages in all aspects of the academic program. She 
thrives on exploring new concepts while nurturing and challenging her existing knowledge and 
understanding. Madeleine has a passion for languages where she is able to extend her intellectual 
sharpness and linguistic aptitude. She is a diligent and dynamic student who is well-respected by 
her peers. We congratulate Madeleine on her outstanding results this year.

DUX OF YEAR 10: Benjamin Gillham 
Benjamin has again demonstrated the value of persistence, positivity and a strong good old 
fashioned work ethic. He has excelled across the full range of subjects he studied and shows 
maturity beyond his years. Benjamin is determined, very well organised and is an ideal role model 
for younger students striving for personal excellence in all he attempts. He has shown the ability 
to manage his time effectively, not only between subjects, but also in such a way as to be able to 
continue his swimming at a national level. Benjamin exudes a quiet confidence and modesty that 
has earned the respect of staff and students alike. 

DUX OF YEAR 11: Jemima McPhee 
Jemima is conscientious and highly motivated individual who has a thirst for knowledge and a 
desire to engage in high-order thinking. She is passionate about literature and languages and this 
has led to outstanding results. Jemima possesses remarkable self-discipline and has made the most 
of all academic opportunities available to her at KWS. We commend Jemima on her much deserved 
success this year. 

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

DUX OF YEAR 9: Edward Taylor 
Edward is an exceptional student, whose cheerful and bright smile are readily given to the people 
around him. His engaging attitude and willingness to learn new skills and knowledge is admirable. 
Edward is always courteous and will go out of his way to help other people. His achievements 
extend into co-curricular activities with success in Rugby, Cross Country, Athletics and Cricket. His 
good sense of humour and composed attitude are widely respected by staff and fellow students. 
Edward make the most of the opportunities he is given and thoroughly deserves the success he 
has achieved.

DUX OF YEAR 12: Trent Russell



Over 14,900 Latin students worldwide 
sat for the National Latin Exam in March 
2017 with the majority of Kinross Wolaroi 
students performing students achieving well 
above the average mark of 72%.
Year 9 students, Ushang Adie, Luc Nelson 
and Karrah Cisco received special awards 
for marks over 90%. Year 10 students, Ben 
Gillham and Molly Harris earned scores 
over 90%. Olivia Small won a silver medal 
with a score of 85%.  Year 11 student, 
Jemima McPhee was awarded a gold medal 
for a perfect score in the exam. Alexandra 
Butcherine and Max Eastwood in Year 12 
were awarded gold and silver medals for 
their high scores, and Alexandra, as a gold 
medal winner in her final year of high school, 
was eligible to apply for a $2000 tertiary 
scholarship.

LATIN STUDENTS EXCEL 
AT NATIONALS

The KWS Year 8 boys debating team won 
the Grand Final of the Years 7 and 8 Division 
of the National Virtual Debating Competition 
in Term 4 of 2017.The team comprised 
novice debaters James Thompson, Max 
Bylsma, and Jacob Hansen and experienced 
orator, William Rawson. The competition 
encompasses teams from private schools 
across Australia and allows students to 
compete from a video conferencing facility 
at their respective schools. The Year 8 team 
made remarkable progress throughout the 
debating season resulting in this remarkable 
achievement. They were coached by Mrs Trin 
Graham.

THE GREAT DEBATORS

Year 11 student Ailish Seedsman and Year 12 student Kirith Vijayakumar 
graduated with honours after sitting speech and drama exams with the 
International Music Examinations Board (IMEB) in July following eight 
years of study.

Both students will have an edge in their future careers after each was 
awarded honours in a Diploma of Speech and Drama. 

HONOURS IN SPEECH AND DRAMA



Year 5 student, Thomas McRae year 6 student, Max Bloomfield, received 
the top title in their division of the 37th annual Newcastle Permanent 
Primary Schools Mathematics Competition. 

They sat the 35-question exam paper along with almost 19,000 students 
from 323 primary schools across the Central West, Hunter, Central Coast, 
Northern Rivers, Mid North Coast and New England regions in August.

NEWCASTLE PERMANENT PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS MATHEMATICS COMPETITION 

Each year the students of the Preparatory 
School are nominated by their families to 
participate in the International Competitions 
and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) which 
provides a number of skills-based tests 
in English, Writing and Mathematics. The 
University of New South Wales ICAS test 
provides information about each student’s 
performance in relation to their peers, as 
well as their own performance in previous 
years. In 2017 a great number of students 
from our school participated and we would 
like to acknowledge their schievements.
English – High Distinction (top 1%
of the state) – Hannah Jones, Dan Hunter, 
Gordon Suthers.

Writing – High Distinction (top 1%
of the state) Olivia Lee, Charlotte Jones and 
Hannah Jones.

HIGH ICAS DISTINCTIONS

Sophie Hoskins-Murphy and Hannah 
Solari both passed their Associate of Music 
Examination (A.Mus.A) on Violin at the 
Australian Music Examinations Board in 
Sydney in September and were awarded 
a Diploma in Musical Performance. This is 
an extremely high level examination that is 
difficult to achieve. Mrs Lorraine Moxey, who 
has been teaching Hannah the violin for over 
12 years, said “I am enormously proud of 
these two girls who have worked diligently 
to achieve these excellent results.”

AUSTRALIAN MUSIC 
EXAMINATIONS BOARD



In 2017 the annual Preparatory School musical, Slaves, was nominated in the Canberra Area Theatre Awards for Best Musical 
Director of a School or Youth Production (Romko Hordynsky). Best Costume Designer for a School or Youth Production (Aileen 
Priest).

SLAVES NOMINATED FOR CAT AWARDS

Three of our Year 12 Music students were nominated for ENCORE – a selection of the best performances and compositions 
from all HSC Music students in NSW. Congratulations to Barbara King, Claudia Norton-Foley, Rebekah Rae.

ENCORE

Rebekah RaeClaudia Norton-FoleyBarbara King

PERFORMING ARTS 
ACHIEVEMENTS

Photo Needed



SPORTING  
ACHIEVEMENTS

Year 11 student, Donny Freeman capped 
off the season by receiving the 2017 NSW 
Schools Rugby Player of the Year. 

WARATAHS NSW 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Donny Freeman

Year 6 student, Bailey Barrett was selected into the CIS Boys Hockey team to 
compete at the NSWPSSA Hockey Championships that took place in Wyong 
on the 29-31 August 2017. The CIS team competed against 14 teams from 
all over the State. This was the first year CIS has entered a team into the 
championships. The team only came together for training just prior to the 
tournament but instantly showed strength and talent. This was displayed 
throughout their games with the CIS team going on to win their pool, for 
a sport in the finals. The team played against tough opposition in the final 
finally winning the game in overtime.

Year 11 student, Fletcher Rose was selected in the NSWSCA Representative 
team to play against Queensland (QLDSCA) on the 25–28th September, 
2017. Fletcher also plays for Orange Opens in the Western Zone Premier 
League Competition and was named to the Western Zone Colts Team to 
contest the McDonald’s Country Colts Championships in Tamworth on the 
18-21st December. 

HOCKEY 
Bailey Barrett

CRICKET
Fletcher Rose



NSWPSSA 
ATHLETICS 
Hugh Payne

Hugh Payne jumped 1.37m in the 
High Jump event at the CIS Carnival 
qualifying for the 10 year boys 
High Jump event at the NSWPSSA 
Athletics Championships on 19 
October. He had a rocky start missing 
some of the lower heights early in 
competition but after re-measuring 
his run up, went on the sour resulting 
in Hugh winning the event with an 
amazing height of 1.45m! His nearest 
competitor finishing on 1.40m. This 
height was an 8cm personal best. 
Hugh qualified for the NSWPSSA 
team and competed at the National 
Athletics Championships in Adelaide 
in December.

Year 6 student, Sophie Martin 
competed at NSWPSSA Cross 
Country Championships on Friday 
21 July as a member of the CIS 
team. Sophie ran a strong race 
against very tough competition 
finishing in exceptional 12th place 
in the 12 years girls event. This is an 
amazing result, especially as Sophie 
was racing against the best cross 
country runners in the state.

CROSS COUNTRY 
Sophie Martin

Dominique Holland competed 
at the NSW All Schools Athletics 
championships during October. 
She competed in the 17 Women’s 
Hammer Throw, winning the event 
with a throw of 50.55 metres, 
qualifying to compete at the National 
All schools Championships which 
took place in Adelaide in December. 

ALL SCHOOLS 
ATHLETICS
Dominique HollandYear 8 Student Phoebe Litchfield was 

named in the in the Sydney Thunder’s 
2017-18 Women’s Big Bash League 
(WBBL) Academy squad. Phoebe is 
one of seven up-and-coming females 
named in the Thunder’s Academy 
program for this season. 

CRICKET
Phoebe Litchfield



WINTER EQUESTRIAN SUCCESS
The North West Equestrian Expo (Coona)
Coonabarabran, June 2017

The North West Equestrian Expo was our 
first big event and as usual we took home so 
many memories from this event (fondly known 
as ‘Coona’ to all). It was the first time we 
have attended the event where there wasn’t 
a drop of rain, the competition seems to be 
a magnet for rainy, overcast weather, and is 
often a drought breaker, however this year 
we were graciously welcomed with sunshine 
and dusty grounds. It did not take long for the 
team to adapt to the unusual conditions and 
jumped into gear, to start what would be a very 
successful week. 
For some of us this was our last Coona and 
we all enjoyed the cohesive atmosphere and 
generous team members. The team has to be 
commended on their terrific efforts and results 
at Coona this year including top achievements:

• Maggie Yeomans (Reserve overall age   
   Champion, 1st Am7 showjumping, 1st A2 
   Showjumping) 

• Ollie Hoskin (awarded ‘Most Agile Rider’)

In October, at the beginning of Term IV we all 
packed our floats and started the long drive 
to Tamworth for the Inter-Schools Horse 
Extravaganza (ISHE) at the Australian Equine 
Livestock Exchange Centre. This is the first year 
we have had junior riders competing for Kinross 
and it was encouraging seeing the young riders 
enjoying the fabulous event as much as the 
senior riders. 
Will Stratton at 6 years old would have surely 
been one of the youngest competitors at 
ISHE. Our strengths were spread across 
many disciplines and we had riders placing in 
everything, including top achievements: 

• Chelsea White - 1st in Sporting

• Callum Wald - 1st 80cm Show Jumping

SPRING EQUESTRIAN SUCCESS 
Inter-Schools Horse Extravaganza (ISHE) 
Tamworth, October 2017

Maggie Yeomans



David has been teaching at KWS for ten years.  A qualified 
Maths teacher, David has also taught Stage 4 TAS introducing 
robotics and e-Textiles into the subject mix. He has a passion 
and strong skill set in the technology area, in particular 
the appropriate implementation of technology to assist 
learning. For the past nine years, as ICT Integrator, David has 
been the face of ICT for teachers and many students.  His 
technical assistance as well as integration advice has seen 
the successful uptake of the iPad program, Frog Learning 
Management System, Appretio teacher accreditation 
platform, Office 365, online debating and the Year 7 Skills 
in Technology program. David has also run KWS parent 
seminars and delivered workshops for the AIS on the use 
of Digital Portfolios. He holds as Master’s degree in ICT 
Integration, completed the NESLI Advanced Leadership 
Course and is a certified Microsoft Innovative Educator. 
David is currently on 12 months leave.

ICT LEGEND
David Lee 

STAFFING ACHIEVEMENTS

2017 saw KWS Prep teacher, Gemma 
Seedsman, complete her Master of 
Education from Charles Sturt University. 
Gemma’s studies were motivated by 
wanting to enhance her day-to-day 
teaching. Subjects included choices such 
as; Programming for Students with High 
Support Needs, English as an International 
Language – Cultural and political issues, 
Indigenous Education Studies, Reflecting 
on Education as a Profession in the 21st 
Century and Student Support and Learning 
Needs in the Classroom.
Gemma loves teaching and enjoys the 
company of children, and knows that 
teaching is a lifelong learning process of 
learning about new philosophies and new 
strategies, learning from the parents and 
community, learning from colleagues, and 
especially learning from the children. 
Her other passions are her family and music.
Gemma’s graduation ceremony from CSU 
was held in December at Kinross Wolaroi 
School’s Derek Pigot Auditorium.

MASTERS GRADUATION
Gemma Seedsman



Anthony commenced at KWS in 2007 as a PDHPE Teacher 
and he has been extensively involved in boarding as an 
assistant and Head of Weymouth House. In 2013 he was 
appointed as the Indigenous Students Coordinator to lead 
and grow the schools Indigenous program. Anthony is a 
passionate ambassador of Indigenous Education and he has 
implemented a number of initiatives to increase awareness 
and respect of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories 
and Culture. 
In 2017, Anthony established partnerships with Australian 
Indigenous Mentoring Experience (AIME) and fourteen 
volunteer students from Charles Sturt University Orange 
to create Kinross Wolaroi School Mentoring Experience 
(KWSME). The idea was developed as part of Anthony’s 
‘Innovation and Change’ project through the NESLI Schools 
Leadership Colloquium. The university volunteers work 
with our students on a weekly basis to provide academic 
support and mentoring, the result of which sees them 
become educational heroes and role models for our students. 
KWS entered the two AIME National Schools Challenges 
(350 schools) in 2017 and was successful in winning both 
competitions. The second of which, was for schools wanting 
to set up a mentor program with a local primary school where 
high school students become the mentors. Anthony and year 
8 student Bethany Bell drafted a proposal to start a program 
with Glenroi Heights Public School and in 2018 this will 
become a reality thanks to a funding grant, resources and 
expert support from AIME. 
Another exciting initiative for 2018 is a cultural immersion 
experience to East Arnhem Land, where Anthony’s energy 
and adventurous spirit will drive the tour to the remote 
community of Nyinyikay learning from the traditional owners 
the Yolŋu people. The Tour goal is to widen our students’ 
frame of reference, simultaneously educate and inspire our 
school’s ‘leaders of tomorrow’. 

CULTURAL CHAMPION
Anthony Begg

KWS WELLBEING TOOLKIT PROGRAM

This blended learning program aims to support teacher 
health, wellbeing and an inclusive school community. 
Twelve staff from KWS undertook this ten month program 
throughout 2017. The Toolkit supports the current school 
strategic direction including reflective professional learning 
and staff wellbeing. It further strengthens our partnership 
with the National Excellence in School Leadership Initiative 
(NESLI), as the facilitator of the program.  
Supported, connected and engaged teachers will result in 
better outcomes for the students in their care.   As a school 
investing in the social capital – the teachers ensures that 
everyone improves together. Teachers begin to thrive, not 
merely survive.  Increased levels of collaboration occur and 
positive sustainable changes in wellness at work and in life 
take place. This program is a ‘first step’ in the journey to 
support, enhance and empower KWS teachers.
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