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INTRODUCTION
It is a great pleasure to bring to you the second 
edition of The Chronicle after the new-look 
magazine for Kinross Wolaroi School (KWS) 
was so well received amongst the community. 

Having reflected on the wonderful history 
of KWS, it is timely to gaze into the future and 
envisage what lies ahead for this exceptional 
School as we move into the New Year. 

We hope you enjoy reading this issue of  
The Chronicle and the stories that portray  
the educational excellence and achievements  
of students and staff, both present and past.
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In the words of Winnie the 
Pooh, how lucky am I to leave 
behind something that makes 
saying goodbye so difficult.” 

before us over our 130-year history.  
I acknowledge the efforts of former staff, 
students, parents, School Council and the 
many volunteers for their assistance in 
the journey towards what we have here 
today. As the 18th Principal, I pay tribute 
to all seventeen leaders before me who 
have guided this wonderful School. 

I am appreciative of the many 
students, staff, parents, ex-students 
and community members who have 
overwhelmed me with kind words 
following the announcement of my 
departure. KWS has been a significant 
part of my life for almost ten years, 
as it has been for my wife Ali and our 
children Hamish (2010), Gus (2012) 
and Eddie (2015). While we are all sad 
at the thought of leaving this wonderful 
School, I am excited about the future and 
confident that this is the right time for 
me to move in a new direction. 

I am extremely proud of all that has 
been achieved at KWS during my time as 
Principal. I acknowledge the combined 
efforts of staff for their assistance with 
all the changes and initiatives that 
have occurred in this time. I know 
this remarkable School will continue 

to thrive under the guidance of our 
dedicated School Council, outstanding 
staff, and with the exceptional 
community support.

Thank you for a fulfilling and 
enjoyable journey!

Brian J Kennelly
Principal — KWS

A FULFILLING AND ENJOYABLE JOURNEY
vividly recall my very first day in 
April 2007, driving through the 
stunning grounds and walking into 
an office with such an exquisite 
view. Since then the view has only 
improved, as has the School. 
It is timely for me to reflect on 
what Kinross Wolaroi School 
has meant to me over the last ten 
years and what I will miss. At the 

heart of this great school is our down to 
earth friendliness and friendships. People 
have time for each other, especially in 
challenging and difficult circumstances. 
Time and time again families in need have 
expressed gratitude for the overwhelming 
support they have received from the 
wider KWS community. These are 
wonderful qualities. 

We have a School which values the 
individual and allows them to be who they 
are without fear of recrimination.  
I am particularly proud that students 
with wide ranging skills and abilities have 
been able to flourish and develop in a 
safe, secure environment. This is a great 
strength of Kinross Wolaroi School. 
I am mindful that we owe an enormous 
amount to all those who have gone  

I
As I look back on my ten years as Principal of this wonderful 
School I consider myself to be very fortunate.
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W
hile change inevitably poses challenges, 
it’s fundamental to achieving continual 
improvement. The School Council 
believes renewal is also fundamental to 
good governance. Our commitment to 
this is reflected in the changes we have 
made to our Constitution, introducing a 
maximum five year tenure for the Chair  
of Council. The opportunities in front of 
us build on the foundations laid during 

Brian Kennelly’s inspirational leadership over the past 10 years. 
This has been a time of growth in enrolments, infrastructure 
and programs offered to students.

Our success has lifted the profile of Kinross Wolaroi School 
across Australia and provides the ideal opportunity  
to transition to our next phase of development.

The School Council is keen to ensure that we retain our 
unique feel, but strive to be the best we can possibly be in 
every area of the School. The School Council, our Senior 
Management Team and our Business Manager have all worked 
hard throughout 2016 to further build on the fundamentals 
required to allow our next Principal to focus on the areas 
identified for improvement. 

We see the next phase focusing squarely on the wellbeing 
and personal development of all our students and staff. We 
want to ensure our staff have the skills they need, and we offer 
programs tailored to ensure we get the best out of our students, 
whether they aspire to be plumbers or philosophers. Our 
budget has allocated increased resources for this purpose.

These key objectives underpinned the School Council’s 
nationwide search for our next Principal. That search 
culminated in the appointment of a person we believe is “the 
right leader for the right time” in the evolution of the School. 

Even in the relatively short time I have had to get to know 
Dr Andrew Parry, it’s clear to me that he’s an engager of people, 
a team builder and a country boy at heart with a global outlook. 
Dr Parry is loved and respected by the best judges of all – his 
current and former students.

Like most of us, Dr Parry has experienced the highs and 
lows of life – he is someone who always rises to the challenges 
life delivers. He is driven by a passion for excellence in 
education and an obligation to serve his community. I believe 
he will serve our School well.

While there is an enormous amount of work ahead of us, 
Dr Parry has some exciting initiatives planned for the future 
of KWS. The School Council is looking forward to working 
with Dr Parry in leading the School into the next stage of its 
wonderfully rich history.

Christine McIntosh
Chair — KWS School Council

As I write this note I sense that this is a pivotal point  
in the history of Kinross Wolaroi School – a time where 
we are perfectly placed to embrace new opportunities. 

STRONG VISION  
FOR THE FUTURE

We see the next phase focusing 
squarely on the wellbeing  
and personal development  
of all our students and staff.” 
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BExtract from  
The Tower 2007

On a typically beautiful Orange 
autumn day, a service was held 
in the Derek Pigot Auditorium to 
commission the incoming Principal 
to Kinross Wolaroi School, Mr 
Brian Kennelly. The service was 
led by Rev Graeme Watkins, the 
School Chaplain, and it involved 
students and members of the wider 
community in a warm and very 
symbolic ceremony. 

When Mr Kennelly himself 
addressed the audience, he spoke 
of the importance of facing life’s 
challenges and accepting them 
as part of personal growth and 
development. He outlined the  
need to live through difficult times 
and to see them as an opportunity 
to learn and to dare to go into  
uncharted waters. 

A special message of thanks 
went to Frances, Mr Kennelly’s 
mother, who had travelled from 
Dunedin in New Zealand to be at 
the commissioning service. 

Mr Brian Kennelly is well  
known to us all. Born in Dunedin, 
New Zealand, Brian holds a  
Master of Educational Studies, 
(Deakin University). Bachelor 
Science (Otago University),  
and Diploma of Teaching 
(Christchurch University).

A TRIBUTE TO PRINCIPAL BRIAN J KENNELLY

In 2007, KWS welcomed new Principal, Mr Brian Kennelly.  
Selected from a very strong field of candidates, Mr Kennelly 
was a unanimous choice by the School Council. 

rian Kennelly has been 
the Principal at Kinross 
Wolaroi School since April 
2007 and sadly will be 
departing at the end of this 
year. Before commencing at 
KWS, Mr Kennelly held the 
position of Head of Senior 
School at Westminster 
School, Adelaide.

Prior to these appointments, Mr 
Kennelly was the Deputy Principal of 
Amman Baccalaureate School, Jordan; 
Head of Mathematics Wesley College 
(Victoria); Head of Mathematics 
Pembroke School (Adelaide) and 
Assistant Boarding Master at Geelong 
Grammar School (Victoria). 

Mr Kennelly and his wife Ali have 
three children, Hamish, Angus and 
Edwina, all having attended and 
completed their education at KWS.  
He enjoys a raft of outside interests such 
as competing in triathlon, travelling and 
attending the theatre. 

Mr Kennelly has a high professional 
standing and is greatly respected within 
the Independent Schools of Australia.  
He is active on Committees and  
Boards, including:
— Board Member of the Association  
of Independent Schools NSW 
— Executive Member of AHISA NSW 
— Chairman of the Heads of 
Independent Coeducational Schools 
— Chairman of Combined Independent 
Schools Council 
— Board Member of the Independent 
Schools Teacher Accreditation  
Authority Council 

A great and true teacher 
thinks of the child, dreams  
of the child, sees visions,  
not of themselves, but in  
the flowering of the child 
into adulthood. They think  
of the child first and always, 
not of themself.”
Pearl Buck (taken from Brian Kennelly’s first 
report as Principal – The Tower 2007)

In addition Mr Kennelly is highly 
regarded and respected in Australia for 
his sporting achievements in Triathlon, 
competing at State, National and World 
level with distinction. In 2012, Mr 
Kennelly achieved the title of World 
Champion in the 60 plus age group of 
the World Triathlon Championships, 
Auckland. He most recently competed at 
the World Half Ironman Championships 
in Mooloolaba in September where he 
achieved his dream, winning the 65-69 
years division. 

Mr Kennelly’s commitment to the 
continual development of education, in 
addition to ensuring the ongoing success 
of the KWS Co-curricular Program, has 
resulted in Kinross Wolaroi School being 
widely recognised as one of the most 
respected Independent Schools  
within Australia. 

•••

B.Sc.,DipTch.,M.Ed  
2007-2016  
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2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

— Brian takes sabbatical study 
leave at Harvard and returns 
with a vision, since captured  
in our Strategic Plan

— A Performance 
Development Program 
implemented to assist staff to 
become even better teachers 
and improve student learning

— The inaugural Principal’s 
Award for innovation and 
initiative announced

— 50% of students received 
an ATAR of 80 or above 

— School Celebrates 125 
Years. Brian Kennelly 
highlights “Strength and 
friendliness of community  
as well as staff involvement” 
as the most important 
feature of KWS

— Mrs Robyne Ridge  
retires after 33 years’  
service to the School

— Mr Graham Jaques  
retires after joining the 
School in 1984

— Rite Journey implemented 
at the School for Year 9 
students, 4 April 2011

— Refurbishment of indoor 
swimming pool complex

— Under new Senior Rowing 
Coach, Richard Roach,  
the Rowing Program 
continues to develop and 
produce a considerable 
number of successes

— Brian Kennelly claims 
the World Triathlon Title in 
New Zealand, October 2012

— Dr Sharyn Pussell  
Science Block completed 
and officially opened

— iPads introduced into 
Years 5,6 and 7

— Wonderful 2013 HSC 
results for KWS students 
who received 94 Band 
6 results, and a total of 
383 Band 5 and 6 results 
(including Extension 
subject E3 and E4) with 
these results spread widely 
across all subject areas. This 
amounted to a huge 52.5% 
of all grades achieved by the 
students being Band 5 or 6

— Bursar, Joe Donnelly 
retires after 32 years in 
August 2014

— Rowers won the 
prestigious NSW Schoolboys 
Shield – the first time for 
a non-GPS School. Senior 
Girls’ Coxed Quad rowing 
the fastest schoolgirls’ time 
ever in the final

— Speech Day 2014 –  
Dr Charlie Kemp, an 
electrical engineer and 
computer scientist from 
Georgia Tech university in 
the USA, and Henry Evans, 
a Stanford MBA graduate 
and quadriplegic, inspired 
everyone present with their 
story and drive to make the 
world a better place

— New Wolaroi Boarding 
House opened

— The Robyne Ridge Centre 
officially opened

— Strategic Plan 
implemented

— Best performances  
ever across both the  
Co-Curricular and Academic 
Programs – Cadets/Music/
Cattle Team and Sport/
Teaching and Learning

— Inaugural Golden  
Alumni Luncheon –  
Pre 1965 Alumni

— Appointment of former 
Australian Swim Coach,  
Kim Taylor

— 13 students achieve an 
ATAR of over 95 in the HSC

— Two new Tutor Houses 
are established, Blackman 
and Williams

— Introduction of Assistant 
House Parents to all eight 
Boarding Houses

— School celebrates  
130 years of education

— KWS student enrolment 
at 1126 with 352 in the 
Preparatory School

— Rod Hancock steps down 
from the position as Deputy 
Principal after joining 
Kinross in 1973 

— Janet Appleby retires 
after 25 years’ service,  
and long association with 
the School as a student at  
PLC Orange

— Bev West appointed as 
new Head of Senior School

— School Motto announced: 
Scientia, amicitias, 
integritas (knowledge, 
friendship and integrity)

— Mr Philip Worrad 
commissioned as Chaplain 
of the School by and with 
the authority of the Uniting 
Church of Australia

— Guest Speaker Sam Bailey 
at the 2008 Kinross Wolaroi 
School Speech Day

— Two students topped  
the state with ATAR scores 
of 99.95

— Derek Pigot announces 
his resignation as Chairman 
of Council after 30 years

— Mr Tony Cheney 
appointed as new Chairman 
of Council 

— The verandah of the 
Wolaroi Mansion is 
refurbished

— Brian Kennelly, Bev 
West and Garry Yeo ‘Shave 
for a Cure’ in aid of the 
Leukaemia Foundation 

— New façade and gardens 
built to complement the 
restored and magnificent 
front fence, surrounded 
by an array of lights that 
provide security and night 
time spectacle

— Li Cunxin (Mao’s Last 
Dancer) special guest at 
Speech Day

— Brian Kennelly 
represents Australia in the 
World Triathlon Age Group 
Championships taking 
home a silver medal in the 
Olympic Distance for the 
55-59 age group

— New Preparatory School 
classrooms built and 
officially opened by Toby 
Condon and Annabelle 
Tierney – Head Prefects  
of the Preparatory School

— The new Strategic 
Directions document 
released supporting the 
highest all round education 
for students to achieve  
their best

— Brian Kennelly wins 
handicap in 52km cycling 
road race September 2010

— School Celebrates 65 
years of Cadets since its 
establishment in 1945

— Class of 2010 – the largest 
ever cohort to graduate from 
Kinross Wolaroi School

ten years to remember
— Service of Commissioning 
of Brian Kennelly 29 April 
2007

— Official Opening of the 
Derek Pigot Auditorium

— The Parents and Friends 
Health Clinic Appeal wound 
up. $70,000 generously 
donated by the P&F

— New Scoreboard erected 
on the main oval. Designed 
by Walter Berry and built by 
George Kostoglou

— Tim May introduced  
as Deputy Head of the  
Preparatory School

— Wolaroi Verandah 
Appeal launched with Board 
Members of the Foundation 
and committee Members of 
the ESA

— First time Australia was 
involved in the International 
Cadet Exchange Program 
with two students in addition 
to Garry Yeo, chosen

— KWS student enrolment 
at 1014 with 210 in the  
Preparatory School

A TRIBUTE TO PRINCIPAL BRIAN J KENNELLY
B.Sc.,DipTch.,M.Ed  
2007-2016  
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I feel immensely privileged to 
be afforded the opportunity to 
lead Kinross Wolaroi School 
into its next exciting stage of 
development.

INTRODUCING 
DR ANDREW 
PARRY

J
I passionately believe the most precious 
element of any school or community is 
its human resources, far more so than 
bricks and mortar alone. Striving to 
serve the needs of our students, staff  
and families will always be the key 
priority of my leadership.

Living with Christian values is 
fundamental to the way a school builds 
an enlightened and caring community, 
whilst providing quality education for  
its students. A contemporary school 
must also blend those ‘age tested’  
values of courtesy, tolerance, respect  
and decency with a forward looking  
approach to education.

We live in a globalised world 
characterised by rapid change and 
technological innovation in which our 
students have few certainties about 
their futures and where most will 
have several careers. It is crucial that 
schools of the 21st century equip their 
students with the values, insights and 
skills that will enable them to navigate 
and master the challenges they will 
confront in the future. The development 
of attributes such as collaboration, 
initiative, personal responsibility, 
curiosity, creativity, problem solving 
and entrepreneurial skills are becoming 
increasingly important. One of the most 
essential aspects of a modern education 
is learning how to learn.

I am excited by the privileged 
opportunity educators possess to inspire 
and empower students to discover and 
realise their potential. It is crucial we 
have inspirational teachers who show 
passion, enthusiasm and wisdom and 
who care deeply about every child in 
their care. Kinross Wolaroi has made 
a strong commitment to investing in 
the professional development of our 
teaching staff and this will continue 
to be a major focus into the future. 
High quality teaching is of paramount 
importance, for research clearly 
demonstrates that teacher quality 
has the single greatest influence upon 
learning. I look forward to working 
closely with the KWS staff to deliver 
our students a ‘first class’ educational 
experience, one that is a magnificent 
preparation for life and that deepens 
their understanding of their place  
in the world.

A focus for us in the near future 
will be the development of innovative 
programs to better engage our students.

2017 will mark the establishment 
of The Kinross Wolaroi School of 
Agriculture, an important milestone, 
not only for our school, but for the 
entire Orange community. We wish to 
grow partnerships and form strategic 
alliances with many of the varied 
endeavours of the Central West in order 
to give our students the best possible 
opportunities after School. It will be 
a truly inter-disciplinary project that 
encompasses Kindergarten through 
to Year 12; offering unique learning 
experiences, fostering cross-curricular 
immersion, and facilitating collaborative 
partnerships for brighter futures.

Agriculture is inextricably linked to 
our community and as such will form 
the contextual basis for the multitude 
of experiences on offer. However, these 
will be varied in order to appeal to all 
students and will be extensions and 
additions of our already successful 
programs. It is of prime importance that 
our students are aware of the historical 
significance, ongoing commitment to, 
and potential futures available from the 
agricultural landscape around them.

Kinross Wolaroi is well positioned 
to provide a distinctive educational 
experience that will equip its students 
with the skills, knowledge and 
understanding to successfully confront 
the challenges facing the agricultural 
sector, both at home and overseas.

I am greatly motivated by the  
future and the prospect of leading this 
fabulous School into its next phase  
of development.

It is my aim that we will nurture 
each individual student within a rich 
and diverse educational setting that 
provides opportunities for all students 
to find their niche, experience success 
and develop within them the confidence, 
ambition and social awareness to face a 
future of achievement and service.

Dr Andrew Parry

osephine and I are very  
much looking forward to 
joining the warm and engaging 
school community and to be 
relocating to one of the most 
beautiful rural centres of this 
great southern land. We have 
always found the openness, 
authenticity and integrity of 
country people most appealing 

and are delighted by the prospect  
of making a substantial contribution  
to this wonderful School and  
broader community.

The outstanding legacy of my 
predecessor, Mr Brian Kennelly,  
has established an excellent platform 
from which our School can thrive and 
flourish in its next phase of evolution 
where it can establish itself as a truly 
great Australian school.

A great school must possess a vision 
for learning that encompasses all 
aspects of life. Not just the intellectual, 
but also social, cultural, physical and 
spiritual dimensions where education 
is deliberately structured to develop the 
whole person in a caring, family oriented 
community. School life needs to be full  
of challenges, choices and opportunities 
so that all students can grow, flourish 
and discover their abilities and passions 
in life. As educators we must possess 
high expectations, as experience 
has taught me that students rise to a 
challenge and flourish in a culture of 
ambition. Importantly, we should never 
forget that the enjoyment of learning 
and the wellbeing of students must lie  
at the heart of a school.

I am excited by the privileged opportunity educators possess to 
inspire and empower students to discover and realise their potential.”
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KIDS’ LIT QUIZ:  
PODIUM FINISH IN WORLD FINAL

C
oached by KWS Librarian, 
Mrs Nicole Deans, the 
KWS Lit Quiz team went 
head to head with Canada, 
Hong Kong, New Zealand, 
Singapore, South Africa, 
UK and USA. Having read 
400 novels, fairy tales and 
rhymes in the months 
leading up to the final, 

the girls fought hard throughout the ten 
rounds to come from seventh position 
to finish third in the world. An amazing 
achievement by our team!

Whilst away, the KWS team had the 
opportunity to experience the natural 
wonders that New Zealand has to offer, 
to meet many high profile authors and 
dignitaries and to form new friendships 
with readers from all over the world.

A journal recount of the event written  
by Nicole (below), outlines the details  
of this action-packed week, including  
the unfolding of the quiz itself. 

The teams had the first opportunity 
to meet on Tuesday 16 August when they 
all started arriving at the YHA, Auckland, 
which was to be their home for the next 
week. As students arrived, they quickly 
made connections with the teams from all 
over the world with their common love of 
reading and literature. A relaxed dinner 
of the international food, pizza, allowed 
the teams to make connections and share 
gifts with those other countries. Our girls 
exchanged gifts with the four girls from 
the USA team, and both teams exchanged 
books from their home country, together 
with other trinkets that represented  
their homes.

Having emerged as the 
winners of the National Kids’ 
Lit Quiz Final, KWS students, 
Emily L’Estrange, Emma 
Choi, Freya Neville and Lila 
Pearce stepped onto the big 
stage, representing Australia 
in the world final in Auckland, 
New Zealand, in August 2016.

The next morning all the teams, together 
with their coaches, boarded the bus to 
take in the sights of Auckland, starting 
with the Kelly Tarlton Aquarium and 
Arctic Adventure, and a great display of 
Mawson’s hut in Antarctica, including 
actual items from the original hut.  
There was a variety of penguins and sea 
life to observe, including the feeding of 
giant stingrays.

Throughout their first day together, 
the teams discussed and recommended 
books they enjoyed. This was a 
spontaneous and common theme 
throughout the week.

Then to the first Volcano Crater on 
Mount Eden, magnificent views!

A visit to Crystal Mountain followed 
where the teams were interviewed by  
the local press. The highlight of the day 
(and some said of the whole week, apart 
from the quiz itself ) was the production 
of The Curious Incident of the Dog in  
the Night, a wonderful interpretation  
of the classic book.

Thursday featured a visit to the 
National Library that provides resources 
to schools all over New Zealand and 
included a talk by local author, Maria 
Gill, followed by ‘Volcano Cake’. Next 
was a visit to a local school where the 
teams were given a traditional Maori 
welcome and tour with students 
from the school. Our girls found this 
interesting as it was a middle school  
with only Years 7 and 8.

Next was a visit to the Stardome 
to explore the stars of the Southern 
Hemisphere and view the constellations 
of our new Northern Hemisphere friends.

Friday was the day of the quiz, and 
after more interviews, the teams were 
given time to relax before the big event. 
Our girls also had the opportunity to 
meet the Australian delegates at the 
IBBY (International Board on Books 
for Young People) including Australian 
Authors Ursula Dubosarsky, Nadia 
Wheatley and Leigh Hobbs (Australian 
Children’s Laureate).

The Quiz

The audience included friends, family 
and people with an enthusiasm for the 
Kids’ Lit Quiz itself, as well as delegates 
of the IBBY Conference that was 
happening in tandem. 

The teams were on stage in 
alphabetical order, each with a buzzer  
to be used to answer the questions.  
The quiz consisted of ten categories, 
revealed one at a time as the quiz 
progressed. Some were greeted with 

much excitement as the teams felt they 
were well prepared, others, perhaps 
more challenging, with groans. There 
were seven questions in each of the 
categories, which meant there was the 
potential for at least one team in each 
round not scoring.

Our girls had a go at answering at 
least one question in every round, one of 
only two teams to do so. The questions 
in the final are long, and start with quite 
obscure clues that come together as the 
questions continue. The team members 
need to listen to the hints as they unravel 
and weigh up jumping in too early and 
risk getting it wrong (costing them 
one point and being locked out of that 
question) or waiting until they are sure 
and risk another team jumping in first.

The first round was on Authors and 
was greeted enthusiastically by the 
teams; with a correct answer, Australia 
were off to a good start, sitting equal 
third at the end of the round.

The second round, Archetypes,  
was challenging, and an example of our 
team jumping in a bit too early with 
the answer of ‘child’ when the correct 
answer was ‘waif’. So close!  It was a 
difficult round that saw three teams in 
equal first and Australia dropping down 
in the standings.

Round 3 was Books to Movies, 
one where the buzzers were going 
off furiously. A frustrating round for 
Australia as they knew the answers,  
but could not buzz in fast enough, 
Australia was now in sixth position.

Round 4, Female Comic Characters, 
saw the Australians start their climb, 
moving into fifth position with the 
correct answer of ‘Wonder Woman’.

Round 5 and the girls held their 
position with two correct answers in  
the round of Flying Creatures.

Round 6 was Graphic Novels and a 
correct answer saw the girls claw their 
way into fourth place.

Round 7 was Hans Christian  
Andersen Folk Tales, and the girls with, 
again, two correct answers, made their 
way into third place.

Round 8, the most anticipated 
round Novel Openings, saw Australia 
with a correct answer, but South Africa 
equalled our third place with three 
correct answers in the one round.

Round 9 was Titles, and Australia  
was tied with South Africa in third place. 
By this stage New Zealand had streaked 
ahead with 31 points in first place, UK was 
on 26 while Australia and South Africa 
shared equal third place on 23 points.

Round 10 was the final round about 
Poets. With the race for third being so 

close, Australia needed a correct answer 
to stay in with a chance. With a correct 
answer of ‘A. A. Milne’ by Australia in 
Question 6, it was down to the final 
question. If South Africa or Canada 
answered correctly, Australia would miss 
out on third, but finally, it was answered 
by Singapore, and Australia held onto 
their hard-fought third place with 25 
points. The UK challenged New Zealand 
in the final round with two correct 
questions, finally coming second with 30 
points, just one point behind.

A dinner was held for the teams and 
friends and families, which gave the 
students the opportunity to celebrate 
their achievements. One member of each 
team spoke about their favourite book. 
Lila Pearce represented the Australian 
team and did a fantastic job.

With the competition over, the  
teams were able to spend the rest of  
the week enjoying each other’s company. 
Experiences included a speech by 
Australian Author Marcus Zusak  
(and to meet him to sign books), a walk  
to Nihotupu Dam, a performance of 
Whale Rider, and a presentation by the 
company that provided the special effects 
for movies such as The Hobbit and  
The Lord of the Rings, the opportunity 
to quiz members of the public with their 
own questions, and to attend the 80th 
birthday celebration of New Zealand 
Author, Joy Cowley.

The final day together saw a ride across 
the harbour and a walk up Rangitoto 
Island to the top of the dormant volcano. 
There were beautiful views with the 
experience providing the last opportunity 
to have a day together before all teams 
flew out the following day.

Overall, it was an action packed  
week where friendships were made  
with readers from all over the world.  
The quiz, while a highlight, became  
more an opportunity for connections 
and friendships than a competition.

Congratulations to all involved and 
to Mrs Nicole Deans for providing this 
wonderful experience to the students. 

—  
Left to right:  
Emma Choi,  
Freya Neville,  
Emily L'Estrange  
and Lila Pearce

12 — ISSUE 2 13 — DECEMBER  2016

K I N R O S S  WO L A R O I  S C H O O LT H E  C H R O N I C L E 
FEATURES



A TRIBUTE 
TO OUR KWS 
OLYMPIANS
During this Olympiad  
year, we pay tribute  
to our three KWS  
Alumni Olympians.

—  
Anna Windsor (left) 
at the Atlanta Olympic 
Games, 1996

—  
Edwina Bone (centre)  
at the Rio Olympic 
Games, 2016

John Sumegi 
Kinross Class of 1974

SILVER MEDALIST IN CANOEING, 
MOSCOW 1980 AND MONTREAL 1976

B orn in Orange in 1954, John 
Sumegi completed his studies  
at Kinross School in 1974. 

Under the guidance of his father, John 
and his sister trained on Lake Canobolas, 
with both going on to win State and 
National Championships. John won 
State and National titles in K1 over 500m 
every year from age 11 to 19. At the age of 
16 he experienced his first international 
competition at the Junior World 
Championships in Romania, where he 
achieved a commendable tenth place.

John also contested World 
Championships in Switzerland (1973), 
Bulgaria (1977), Yugoslavia (1978) and 
West Germany (1979). In West Germany, 
John won the silver medal in K1 over 
500m and placed fourth in K4  
over 1000m.

John teamed with fellow Orange 
Olympian John Southwood ahead of 
the Montreal Olympics, with the two 
local competitors proudly representing 
Australia to finish eighth in the  
500m final.

John Southwood retired after 
Montreal and John Sumegi moved to 
Melbourne to continue his training.  
His dedication was rewarded at the 
Moscow Olympics in 1980 with a silver 
medal in the K1 500m event and a fourth 
place in the K1 over 1000m.

Disillusioned by the political 
pressures and general lack of support  
for canoeing, John retired after Moscow.  

He was, however, persuaded to make  
a comeback to try and qualify for the  
Seoul Olympics in 1988, but after a 
typical dynamic preparation, John  
found that time was against him and  
he was unfortunate to miss a place at  
his third Olympics.

In 1990, John moved to Queensland 
to take on the role of Head Coach of the 
Queensland Academy of Sport where 
he coached a number of athletes to both 
World Championship gold medals and 
Olympic medals in Atlanta (1996) and later 
at the Sydney Olympic Games (2000). 

Shortly afterwards, John became 
Head Coach of the AIS until the end of 
2003 when he and wife, Debbie, opened 
their successful flooring business in the 
heart of Brisbane (Fortitude Valley). 

John is still working hard, currently 
completing a prestigious project at 
Government House, Queensland.

Anna Windsor 
KWS Class of 1993

SWIMMER, ATLANTA 1996  
AND SYDNEY 2000 

Olympian and Commonwealth 
Games gold medallist, Anna 
Windsor was born in Sydney in 

1976, making the move to Orange with 
her family that same year.

The former KWS student enjoyed 
success in a number of sports as a 
child, including cross country running, 
athletics and netball, before turning her 
focus to swimming.

Anna attended Orange Public School 
and afterwards, Kinross Wolaroi School 
and joined the Orange Swimming Club 
when she was eight years old.  

The inclement Orange weather and lack 
of an all-year round facility forced Anna 
to move to the Central Coast in 1992 to 
pursue her swimming, a move which was 
rewarded when she gained an Australian 
Institute of Sport (AIS) scholarship in 1993.

That year, Anna represented Australia, 
winning two silver medals at the World 
Short Course Championships in Spain. 
She also took out six gold and three silver 
medals in the Country Championships, 
one gold, one silver and one bronze in 
the State Championships and two silver 
in the National Championships. This 
achievement gained her selection in the 
Australian team for the Pan Pacific Games 
in Japan where she would go on to win  
two silver medals.

In 1994 she represented Australia at 
the Commonwealth Games in Canada and 
was part of the winning Women’s 4x200m 
Freestyle Relay Team. Later that year, she 
competed in the World Championships 
before heading back to Europe for the 
World Cup Series. Here she won a gold 
medal, four silver and four bronze medals.

Anna’s talent, together with her  
hard work, sacrifice and determination  
saw her represent Australia at the  
1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta with  
the Women’s Relay Team as well as  
compete in the 200IM in the 2000  
Sydney Olympics.

Following her enormous successes, 
Anna retired from competitive swimming 
after the 2000 Olympics and continued  
her studies in medicine, becoming a doctor 
in 2004. Anna has since moved back to 
Orange and is now Regional Head of 
Education for General Practice Training  
for all of Western NSW and a KWS mother 
to Max and Lucy.

HOCKEY, RIO 2016

K WS maintains great pride in 
seeing current and former 
students succeed. Former 

student, Edwina Bone from Orange,  
is no exception, competing in her chosen 
sporting endeavour at the highest level. 

Edwina was born at the Orange Base 
Hospital on the 29 April 1988, to Gary 
and Zelma Bone. Thirteen minutes later, 
her sister Meredith was born.  
The girls attended Orange Public School 
in Kindergarten before later moving to 
Kinross Wolaroi Preparatory School in  
Year 3 in 1998.

Edwina involved herself in a variety 
of sports which saw her enthusiastically 
competing at swimming carnivals, 
athletics, softball, hockey, cross country, 
basketball, gymnastics and tennis from a 
very young age. Both girls unreservedly 
threw themselves into any sporting 
pursuit that availed itself to them. 

In Year 9, the talented sportswoman 
made her debut with the KWS First 
Hockey Team – a positon she held until 
graduating from KWS in 2005. 

Edwina’s career is a depiction of 
what can be achieved through hard 
work, dedication and commitment. 
Whilst studying for her Bachelor of 
Sports Management at the University of 
Canberra in 2007, Edwina made her first 
state team in the ACT U/21s and received 
an ACT Academy of Sport scholarship. 
This same year Edwina was selected as  
a team member in the ACT Strikers in 
the Australian National Hockey League –  

a team she would later captain in  
2013 and 2014. 

In 2009, upon graduating from the 
University of Canberra with a Bachelor 
of Sports Management, Edwina was 
employed by the Australian Institute  
of Sport before her life was to  
change forever.

Edwina was selected for the 
Australian Development Squad and 
subsequently relocated to Perth in 2013, 
where she attended several Hockeyroo 
training sessions. She was later handed 
her first appearance for the Hockeyroos 
in the 2013 test series against Korea  
in Perth. 

Being named in the Australian 
Hockey Squad, Edwina was awarded 
a Hockey Australia scholarship in 
2014, was a silver medal winner after 
competing in the Hockey World 
Cup and a gold medal winner at the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow.

Three years after her international 
debut, the talented defender, with 
105 international caps under her belt, 
recently returned from the Games of the 
XXXI Olympiad as one of the 16-strong 
Hockeyroos squad placing sixth in Rio.

Edwina Bone 
KWS Class of 2005

—  
John Sumegi (left)  
at the Moscow  
Olympic Games, 1980
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It was a sea of green and 
gold on Friday 5 August, 
as students in Years K-6 

showed their support for 
one of Orange’s favourite 

Olympians. 

ith 105 international caps under her belt, 
the talented defender and former KWS 
student, Edwina Bone (2005), made her 
Olympic debut with the Hockeyroos at 
the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio.
Organised by the Year 6 prefects, 
students were able to channel their inner 
Olympians as they tested their skills in 
tennis, football, mini hurdles, soccer and, 
of course, hockey.

Each student donated $2 on the day which was to be  
directed by Edwina to a cause of her choice. Edwina chose  
to give the $500 raised to another local school, Glenroi  
Heights Public School.

Leading up to Rio, students sent online messages of good 
luck, photos and created special artwork to show their support 
to Edwina and her team.

Upon her return to her home town, Edwina attended a very 
special assembly where she had the opportunity to thank the 
students for all their support and to present a handful of  
lucky-draw winners with Olympic memorabilia all the way 
from Rio. After her talk, students had the opportunity to ask 
questions, which ranged from, “What nutrition plan do you 
follow?” to “What is your favourite hockey stick?”.

While the favoured Hockeyroos didn’t medal at the 
Olympics, Edwina has walked away with a new perspective 
saying, “Now as I look back and see how inspired the children 
were by it, although disappointed at the time, upon reflection  
it is a once in a lifetime experience that I hope someone else 
and other Orange people will get to experience.” 

Before departing, Edwina, now 28 years of age, also had the 
opportunity to catch up with her former Preparatory teacher, 
Mr Romko Hordynsky, and Head of Preparatory,  
Mr Rob Mclean, who both have very fond memories of Edwina 
being a talented sportswoman and a fantastic student. Edwina 
said, “It is great to come back to the School and see how much 
it has changed and to talk to the kids about the Rio Olympic 
experience and to inspire them to keep playing sport.”

W

A once in a lifetime 
experience that I hope 
someone else will get  
to experience.”

KWS SHOWS 
SUPPORT  
FOR HOCKEYROO 
OLYMPIAN
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FACILITATING 
POSITIVE 
BODY IMAGE 
AND MINDSET

Everyday, women around the world are quietly 
loathing aspects of their own bodies and 
subjecting themselves to negative thoughts 
about their thighs, breasts, tummy and nose. 

nfortunately, amongst the 
many forces believed to 
play a role in negative self-
talk, is the increasingly 
“thin ideal” dominating 
the media today. 
Frequently associating 
happiness, desirability 
and success in life with 
being thin, and explicitly 

instructing women on how to obtain the 
“perfect body” through dieting, exercise 
and body-contouring surgery. 

So, when Taryn Brumfitt, a body 
image activist, mother of three and 
founder of the Body Image Movement, 
posted an unconventional before-and-
after photograph in 2013, it was seen 
by more than 100 million worldwide, 
sparking an international media frenzy.  

Hoping to create open conversation 
surrounding the increasing concern 
over teenagers’ body image, KWS 
teacher, Ms Robyn Youll, organised a 
public screening of Taryn’s film Embrace 
on Thursday 25 August. It was a sell-
out amongst the Orange community 
with over 100 female boarders from 
KWS attending the event under the 
supervision of ten staff members. The 
film has also been the catalyst for many 
open discussions surrounding this 
important topic and one that must be 
had with girls, particularly now due 
to the rise of social marketing which 
focuses on making people more aware 
of how they look and appear to others. 
Robyn says this is a very important 
discussion to be had with young girls 
adding, “I think it’s always been an issue 
but I feel that for girls now everything is 
marketed at body image.”

Among the students who saw the 
film was Sophie Schiffmann (Year 9) 
who said that despite some scenes being 
confronting, she found the way personal 
experiences were portrayed to be a good 
way of getting the messages across.  
“How you look is not about pleasing 
others, it’s just about pleasing yourself.  
I really loved it,” said Sophie. 

U

How you look is not about 
pleasing others, it’s just 
about pleasing yourself.”
— Sophie

—  
Left to right: Ruby 
Green, Ms Robyn Youll 
and Sophie Hamilton
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oarding staff at KWS are passionate and 
committed to the holistic development of young 
people, and nurturing their talents and interests. 
In 2016 KWS welcomed new Assistant House 
Parents into Boarding. Moving into the boarding 
houses, Assistant House Parents support 
students, ensuring that all individual needs and 
commitments are met and that pastoral care is 
delivered to the highest standard. Mr Alistair 
Miller, Director of Boarding at KWS, believes 

this a positive step forward in modern boarding. “Families are 
looking for a school that will provide children with a home 
away from home. Boarding today is more or less about taking 
everything from the home environment – communication, 
compassion, support and a nurturing environment and 
delivering on those qualities that make a home so special,”  
said Alistair.

A prerequisite for the Assistant House Parents is a formal 
teaching background. Sitting between the Head of House and 
the Residential Assistants in the House leadership hierarchy, 
the role of the Assistant House Parents is first and foremost to 
improve the ‘teaching staff’ to ‘non-teaching staff’ ratio within 
the Boarding houses. In addition Assistant House Parents 
provide further academic tutoring, organisation and pastoral 
care to boarders as well as supporting the Heads of House as 
second in charge. 

The boarding students have recognised that the Assistant 
House Parents bring different qualities and attributes to the 
house and have welcomed the academic support offered both 
during prep and outside of formal prep hours. Alistair said,  
“As teachers they are very aware of the difference in abilities 
and that some students need more assistance and guidance 
than others. The Boarders really appreciate the Assistant 
House Parents making themselves available for academic 
support.” In addition, fostering relationships based on trust 
allows Boarders to feel more comfortable in seeking assistance 
from the Assistant House Parents. 

Currently, Tom and Anna Waters are Assistant House 
Parents in Trathen House, home for Year 7 boys and a number 
of Senior students. Anna holds a Bachelor of Education 
(Primary) and a Graduate Certificate in Mathematics. Anna 
was employed as a Mathematics teacher at KWS in 2011-2014, 
and is currently a Year 1 teacher at Orange East Primary School. 
Anna has begun to implement programs to work on academic 
skills and organisation and plans to focus more on these areas 
as the year progresses. Anna has done an exceptional job 
getting young country boys into the habit of studying. “With 
21 Year 7 boys in the group she has done extremely well to 
promote organisation and a positive culture during prep time. 
Year 7 boys need a lot of TLC and support as they settle into 
the boarding environment. The Assistant House Parents have 
created a new energy whilst cultivating a greater awareness 
and promotion of academic culture and pastoral care in the 
Boarding Houses for all students”, said Alistair.

BOARDING 
HOUSES 
WELCOME 
ASSISTANT 
HOUSE 
PARENTS
For any child, moving 
away from home is a  
huge change and can  
bring on many stresses.

B

—  
Tom and  
Anna Waters
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WS is committed to 
promoting innovative  
and engaged learning  
with a focus on developing 
individual and collective 
strengths. By embracing 
and investing in 
professional learning 
opportunities for staff, 
KWS is dedicated to 

delivering a rich, challenging and 
innovative learning environment for  
all students. 

Recently, KWS has transitioned  
to a new National Science Curriculum 
that has called for inquiry-based, 
investigative science. This is an area 
of study towards which many students 
develop negative attitudes, often 
becoming disenchanted with the subject 
as they progress through the compulsory  
years of school. 

In the primary school context, 
research shows that many teachers 
do not have specialised knowledge 
in science and often lack the science 
content knowledge that they are 
expected to teach. In addition, many 
teachers also lack the confidence to 
teach science and frequently avoid 
teaching it all together. On the other 

The notion that the educational landscape is currently one 
of intense change has become quite ubiquitous; the question 
that a school must answer is how they will navigate the 
rapid pace of change, develop the capabilities of their teams 
and drive continuous improvement in student learning.

KWS EMBRACES  
COLLABORATIVE TEACHING

K
hand, research in the secondary school 
context reveals that teachers typically 
have a strong content knowledge but do 
not necessarily employ effective teaching 
strategies or represent the content in 
abstract ways, often failing to make 
cross-curricular links. 

Director of Staff Development,  
Mrs Susan Cameron, said “This 
projects aims to build our primary 
teachers’ confidence and competence 
in teaching inquiry-based school 
science by providing them with targeted 
specialist support, and linking primary 
teachers with specialist secondary 
science teachers for the programming 
and teaching of primary science.” 
Furthermore, it is anticipated that the 
teaming up of primary teachers will 
help inform the secondary teachers of 
different instructional approaches and 
cooperative learning strategies that they 
tend to employ within their primary 
classrooms and which could be used for 
the secondary school context.

KWS teachers, Mrs Emma Bylsma 
(Secondary) and Mrs Rebecca Whiteley 
(Preparatory), combined forces to 
undertake the project. Successfully 
obtaining a Charles Sturt University 
community-based grant ($2,500) as 

well as gaining support from the KWS 
Strategic Initiative Funding Scheme, 
Mrs Whiteley and Mrs Bylsma were 
able to conduct an initial pilot project. 
This revealed that in classes where 
team-teaching occurred, students 
appeared to be using more scientific 
meta-language to explain concepts. 
Teacher interviews reflected that the 
team-teaching approach seems to have 
increased confidence and knowledge of 
the content. However, in order to fully 
investigate the impact of the approach 
on student outcomes and to create a 
sustainable model for the programming 
and team-teaching of primary science, it 
was imperative to seek external funding. 

To date, Year 1 and Year 3 have been 
involved in the pilot study. Mrs Whiteley 
said, “From the start of 2016, Mrs 
Richelle Coote (Year 3) and myself  
(Year 1) taught alongside Emma to 
deliver lessons to our classes. Both year 
groups based their learning on tasks from 
the Primary Connections units, building 
on lessons in the high school labs to 
complement the investigative  
approach taken.”

After one term of teaching,  
Mrs Gemma Seedsman (Year 1) and  
Mrs Emma Charlton (Year 3), also began 
team teaching with Mrs Bylsma. Data was 
collected at the beginning and end of each 
unit, with work samples from lessons 
during the term adding to the information 
used. Participating in the research in 2017 
will be classes from Years 1 to 4. “The 
research will help inform collaborative 
programming and teaching in science 
as the project moves forward to the next 
stage,” said Mrs Whiteley.

In Term 3 2016, KWS secured 
funding valued at $141,000 from the 
Association of Independent Schools of 
New South Wales. Given there are often 
limited opportunities for ongoing local 
professional learning, it is a significant 
milestone for regional NSW that KWS 
has been given the opportunity to  
access and utilise education research  
in teaching practice. 

Working in conjunction with Project 
Co-ordinator Dr Lena Danaia from 
Charles Sturt University, the funding 
will allow for the diffusion of the project 
to other teachers within the School and 
will lead to more students experiencing 
the project. 

—  
KWS teachers Mrs Rebecca Whiteley 
(left) and Mrs Emma Bylsma with 
Preparatory School students

—  
Lachlan Thomas
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LEARNING  
BEYOND THE BELL

A
s a former or current 
student, chances are you 
have handed homework 
in on time, late, or not at 
all (sometimes offering 
up creative excuses into 
the bargain). 
Homework has been a 
perennial topic of debate 
in education. Attitudes 

toward it have been cyclical and have 
continued to proliferate between the 
argument that homework helps create 
disciplined minds and the concern 
that homework interferes with home 
activities. However, a number of studies 
have provided growing evidence of 
the usefulness of homework, and as a 
pedagogical practice, it plays a critical, 
long-term role in the development of  
a child’s achievement and motivation.

However, more often than not, 
students face difficulties in developing 
the appropriate organisational and 
time management skills to be able to 
self-regulate and form positive study 
habits for home. To help address this 
issue, KWS Student Academic Services 
provides students in Years 7-12 with the 
opportunity to attend Homework and 
Study club after school, twice a week,  
on Monday and Wednesday.

Research indicates that learning 
requires time, effort and motivation and 
that students need to have “distributed 
practice” as opposed to “massed (cram) 
practice” in order to retain and apply 
knowledge. Head of Student Academic 
Services, Mr Yooie Choi, said that there 
is a strong correlation between a child’s 
academic effort and the impact this will 
have on the level at which a student 
will master coursework. “Students who 
attend the Homework and Study Club 
have the opportunity to work more 
consistently throughout the term to 
catch up and work ahead on their note-
taking and to seek clarification from 
Student Support Services and other 
staff,” said Yooie.

Students who attend Homework 
and Study Club are provided with a 
learning environment that is conducive 
to study and where distractions are kept 
to a minimum. Support is provided, 

with teachers’ aides from the Student 
Academic Services. Students are also 
able to discuss strategies regarding  
study routines and during Term 2  
and 3 a Maths teacher is available to 
assist students specifically with  
Maths questions. 

On Wednesdays, Senior students are 
invited to stay for a longer period of time 
so that they can work on developing 
their study skills, work with like-minded 
peers and get support from the Student 
Academic Services support staff. Yooie 
said, “Students find the benefit of 
working in this type of environment by 
peer modelling and supervision.” 

Over time, students will be able 
to develop the appropriate time 
management skill for independent study 
so they are better able to manage their 
time and create a balance between work 
and play by reducing the tendency to 
procrastinate, cram and become  
overly stressed.

Homework – an eight letter word likely to spark an 
immediate and impassioned response!
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Because when 
you say "like 
a girl",you are 
saying that a 
man at his worst 

is still better 
than a woman  
at her best.

ecognising that this  
time is a period of  
change and challenges  
for both students and  
their parents, three 
periods per fortnight 
 are spent in single-sex 
groups, with a teacher  
of the same gender,  
with the aim of:

— offering a healthy rite of passage  
for adolescents
— providing a same-gender teacher  
who will promote a passage towards,  
and an example of, responsible,  
respectful adulthood
— developing strong relationships  
with peers and adults
— allowing for single-sex classes to  
cover gender-specific issues

MIND OVER  
MATTER
The Rite Journey Program 
forms a part of the Year 9 
Curriculum at KWS.

R
A s an educator, an author,  

a mother, and co-founder of 
Enlighten Education, Danielle 

Miller has long been convinced that 
while teenage girls are excelling like 
never before and may appear to be 
coping with the demands life throws 
at them, behind closed doors many are 
silently imploding. 

Coming from the science of chaos 
theory, the Butterfly Effect suggests that 
everything is connected, to the extent 
that the beating of a butterfly’s wings 
in one part of the world may ultimately 
contribute to a tornado happening in 
another part of the world. We recognise 
that when it comes to the impact we as 
individuals have on our environment, 
small changes can make a huge difference. 

Through a series of activities, the 
girls were encouraged to celebrate all 
the things they love about themselves, 
challenging themselves to rethink 
negative thoughts and destructive 
behaviours, and changing the way they 
respond to the environment and each 
other. Danielle says that for many of us, 
negative talk comes more easily than 
the positive. “It is about creating a new 
language: a powerful language that 
celebrates who you are right now and 
supports you in becoming all you want to 
be,” said Danielle. There were plenty of 
tears, laughs and hugs as the Year 9 girls 
supported each other on the journey of 
self-discovery.

BUTTERFLY EFFECT

Creating a new language was the theme of 
Danielle Miller’s seminar the Butterfly Effect.

— challenging students with their  
own talents and abilities
— helping students understand that 
individual rights should be balanced  
by reciprocal responsibilities and  
service to others
— encouraging resilience within  
students in the face of challenge
— opening students to greater 
understanding of themselves and 
awareness of their beliefs
— celebrating the physical, social, 
emotional and spiritual growth of 
students throughout the year
— acknowledging and develop the  
holistic nature of students.

During Term 3, all students in Year 
9 participated in a series of workshops 
designed specifically for boys and girls 
including Day of Hope and the  
Butterfly Effect.

T hrough a series of individual and 
group activities, Glen Gerreyn 
encouraged the boys to consider 

and take decisive action on who they 
are, why they are here and where they 
are going. Students explored how to 
overcome limiting beliefs or paradigms, 
to maximise success for the individual 
and team and to set goals for the future. 

Students were also given the 
opportunity to develop strategies to 
overcome difficult times when it seems 
everything is against them, so they 
can make their dream a reality. Many 
students were inspired and motivated to 
never give up on their dream, no matter 
how difficult the journey may be.

DAY OF HOPE
Presented by Glen Gerreyn, 
Director and Co-founder of 
the Hopeful Institute says  
that hope changes everything.

By reigniting hope in our 
lives we reconnect with 
purpose. With purpose 
comes meaning. And with 
meaning we’re energised 
to re-engage with life, 
take on new challenges, 
stay focused, unleash our 
creativity and see new 
possibilities.”
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rs Rebecca Anderson 
said the program 
aims to provide a 
safe environment 
in which young 
people can talk 
about domestic 
and family violence 
and sexual assault. 
“It is about raising 

awareness about these issues, promoting 
and modelling respectful relationships 
for young people, deconstructing myths 
about domestic and family violence and 
sexual assault and encouraging young 
people to support their friends,” said  
Mrs Anderson. 

With several facilitators representing 
a number of agencies including Police, 
Family and Community Services, 
Health, Domestic Violence Services and 
Emergency Accommodation, the day 
consisted of an interactive education 
workshop on domestic and family 
violence and sexual assault. A creative 
workshop followed, where students 
produced a number of artworks to 
consolidate the information from the 
morning session. Year 10 students 
Isabelle Robson and Harry Jeffrey both 
acknowledged that, while confronting, 
the seminar was extremely informative 
and helpful in highlighting the 
prevalence of domestic violence across 
all groups of society, and helped to break 
down some taboos around relationship 
abuse and asking for help.  
“I really liked being in small groups.  
It was comfortable to share our thoughts 
and have some really good discussions,” 
said Isabelle. 

Organised by School Psychologist, Mrs Rebecca Anderson, 
around 80 students in Year 10 attended a one-day workshop, 
Love Bites, which is a school-based domestic and family 
violence and sexual assault prevention program. 

At KWS, student health and wellbeing is a priority, 
with an emphasis on educating and developing the 
whole student from an emotional, social, spiritual, 
academic and physical perspective. 

M
PEACEFUL PRACTICE

s part of implementing 
a wellbeing program 
‘Positively Pre-Prep’, 
KWS Pre-Prep students 
have been practising 
yoga. Enjoying the calm 
and quiet time in what 
is otherwise a busy day, 
students learn:
— about their bodies

— how to breathe and focus on the mind
— how to relax
— how to understand their emotions
— balance
— how to connect with others
— how to take care of themselves.
Director of Pre-Prep, Ms Ann-Margaret 
Gunther says, “executing the candle, the 
mouse, the butterfly and the Shavasana, 
Yoga has become a favourite activity 
in Pre-Prep and is a fun, interesting, 
creative and age-appropriate way to 
engage students in a supportive and  
non-competitive environment.”

A
LOVE BITES

The Love Bites 
workshop

‘Positively Pre-Prep’  
in action

28 — ISSUE 2

T H E  C H R O N I C L E 
PROGRAMS AND INNOVATION

29 — DECEMBER  2016

K I N R O S S  WO L A R O I  S C H O O L



EXPERIENCING 
INDIGENOUS 
CULTURE
KWS has a tradition of 
welcoming students and 
helping them make the most  
of the opportunities available 
to them as they pursue their 
own individual talents.

A
t the same time, KWS 
recognises the many ways 
in which Indigenous 
culture contributes to 
the dynamic nature 
of the School and how 
it enriches the KWS 
community as a whole. 
Throughout 2016 a 
number of initiatives 

took place to recognise the importance 
of Indigenous culture and to allow the 
broader school community to immerse 
themselves in the cultural celebrations. 

Indigenous Garden
With the assistance of local community 
member and native flora expert,  
Mr Terry McLean, a number of plants 
were selected for the newly developed 
Indigenous Garden. The garden will 
continue to be developed in 2017, adding 
artworks, sculptures and information 
plaques about the traditional use of 
the plants within the garden. Students 
and staff will continue to work together 
in developing the space to make it a 
learning and relaxation space for all 
students to benefit from.

Dance Group
The KWS boys’ dance group continued 
again this year under the guidance  
of Indigenous Student Support  
Co-ordinator, Mr Corey McLean. 
They put together a collaborative 
piece, working with ten Glenroi Public 
School students, which was a fantastic 
experience for all. This year KWS 
also started a girls’ dance group with 
local community member, Ms Mary 
Croaker, teaching the girls a story about 
femininity and the significance of  
the dragonfly.

Reconciliation Shield
KWS hosted its annual Indigenous 
Rugby Round against St Gregory’s 
College Campbelltown, with the KWS 
First XV securing the Reconciliation 
Shield for the third year running.  
It was a privilege to have Mr Gary Ella 
and his wife Kerri as guests of honour  
for the day. Although the weather was 
cold and wet, the day was again an 
excellent success.

         Student Success 

COURTNEY CURRIE
— 2016 Aboriginal Student of 
the Year Award for the Orange 
Electorate
— Orange NAIDOC week 
recognition of academic effort  
and achievement
— Selected in the Lloyd 
McDermott Rugby Development 
Team Australian Indigenous 
Youth Sevens team competing 
at the National Youth Sevens 
Championships

JAYDEN MCLEOD
— Selected in the Lloyd McDermott 
Rugby Development Sevens Team
— Selected in the Lloyd 
McDermott Rugby Development 
Team Australian Indigenous 
Side competing at the Australian 
Schoolboys Rugby Division II 
Championships
— Selected in the Indigenous 
Australian Invitation Rugby Team – 
2018 Canada USA Tour

BRETT JOHNSON
— Toured New Zealand in the Lloyd 
McDermott Rugby Development 
Team in April 2016

CRAIG SIMPSON
ISA U/16 Rugby Representative
— Selected in the Lloyd 
McDermott Rugby Development 
Team Australian Indigenous 
Side competing at the Australian 
Schoolboys Rugby Division  
II Championships

Orange Aboriginal Education 
Consultative Group
KWS continued its involvement in 
the Orange Aboriginal Education 
Consultative Group (OAECG).  
Mr Corey McLean was voted by the 
community as secretary and he has  
been excelling in his position. Mr 
McLean played a role in establishing  
the first Junior OAECG, with  
Year 10 students Courtney Currie  
and Rhys Draper being selected as  
KWS representatives.

Didgeridoo Workshop
Mr Corey McLean has also continued  
the didgeridoo-making workshops 
during lunchtimes. Former student  
and Yalari scholar, Ashley Hudson, 
donated several clap sticks that her 
grandfather had made. The students 
have been using these sticks during  
their dance performances. 

At KWS we encourage 
the aspirations of young 
Indigenous people and  
aim to support them to  
make the most of the 
opportunities on offer.”

Yalari Scholars
KWS is a partnership school with 
Yalari and in 2016 there were six 
Yalari scholars from KWS. Yalari is a 
not-for-profit organisation that offers 
secondary education scholarships at 
leading Australian boarding schools 
for Indigenous children from regional, 
rural and remote communities. Students 
attended a variety of camps which aim 
to provide the students with learning 
experiences and life skills that will assist 
them on their education journey. 

This year the students attended the 
Sydney Gala Dinner. Students had the 
opportunity to meet CEOs, professional 
athletes and accomplished musicians. 
KWS student Kaleesha Cain was selected 
to thank Yalari founder, Waverley 
Stanley, and introduced a special guest 
speaker in front of over 500 guests,  
with confidence and ease.

—  
Craig Simpson, 
Brett Johnson, 
Courtney Currie 
and Jayden McLeod
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fter months of rehearsals, 
students were ready 
to impress with their 
performance of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s musical 
which started as a rock 
opera concept album 
before its Broadway 
debut in 1971. 
Based loosely on the 

Gospels’ accounts of the last week of 
Jesus’ life, contemporary attitudes, 
sensibilities, as well as slang, pervaded 
the lyrics to depict the political and 
interpersonal struggles between Judas 
Iscariot and Jesus that are not found 
in the Bible narratives. With no spoken 
dialogue, the show opened with the 
preparation for the arrival of Jesus and 

“This is one of my favourite musicals, 
primarily due to the amazingly complex 
and emotional music, and the depth of 
the lead characters. It was an incredibly 
ambitious undertaking for a school-aged 
cast and I am immensely proud of the 
students involved in this production,” 
said Heidi. The cast rose to the challenge 
admirably, and put together a show 
which not only told the story, but took 
the audience on an emotional journey 
with moments of pure joy, love, devotion, 
betrayal and utter devastation.

A huge congratulations to everyone 
involved in the KWS musical. The energy 
and engagement shown by all students 
including the cast, band, backstage crews 
and production team was incredible. 

The Senior School musical,  
Jesus Christ Superstar, held at 
the Orange Civic Centre, was an 
outstanding performance which  
has been cause for much talk  
amongst the KWS community.

JESUS CHRIST  
SUPERSTAR

A
his disciples in Jerusalem and ended with 
the title number, Jesus Christ Superstar.
Director, Ms Heidi Anthony said, “Jesus 
and Judas Iscariot are some of the most 
challenging characters written for 
modern theatre. They are vocally and 
theatrically demanding and our talented 
young actors worked incredibly hard to 
take command of these roles and deliver a 
sophisticated and entertaining depiction 
of the relationship between these two 
infamous characters.”

The production revealed an industrial, 
modern interpretation of the story, 
utilising creative licence in the delivery 
of some of the main characters, including 
Herod, Pontius Pilate and the High 
Priests, in order to contemporise the 
story for the audience.
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KORISTERS 
PERFORM 
WITH OPERA 
AUSTRALIA

The KWS Koristers Choir recently had a 
once in a lifetime opportunity performing 

alongside the Australian Opera at the 
Orange Civic Theatre. T

he KWS Koristers were 
again invited to perform in 
Opera Australia’s Regional 
Children’s Chorus Program 
which runs every two 
years (two years ago they 
performed in the Magic 
Flute). This meant the 26 
students in the Koristers 
formed the chorus for 

Mozart’s brilliant opera, The Marriage 
of Figaro, performing alongside some of 
Opera Australia’s finest singers.

Featuring stunning period costumes 
and a clever set, The Marriage of Figaro 
follows the adventures of a household 
over one crazy day, where masters are 
lusting over their servants and servants 
are outwitting their masters – Figaro is 
the Downton Abbey of opera, but a whole 
lot more fun.

The Koristers prepared the music in 
their regular Friday morning rehearsals 
over several months, and then in the 
days leading up to the performance they 
attended two long and intense workshops 
with the children’s chorus master from 
Opera Australia. 

This was an amazing opportunity for 
the students to take part in a professional 
opera production, alongside experienced 
and accomplished opera singers. Opera 
Australia’s CEO, Mr Craig Hassall,  
was equally thrilled and amazed at how 
accomplished the KWS Koristers were, 
saying it was a true demonstration of hard 
work and commitment by both staff and 
students of the predominantly Preparatory 
School Choir. “The children were a credit 
to themselves, the school and families, 
displaying enthusiasm, beautiful manners 
and following directions – the result was  
a fun and entertaining production,”  
said Mr Hassall.
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STANDING 
OVATION 
AT K-2 
PERFORMANCE B

ased on The Incredibles 
and Mr Incredible’s 40th 
Birthday, all students 
in K-2 had a role in the 
annual musical, led 
by Sam Martin as Mr 
Incredible and Phoebe 
Hunter as Mrs Incredible. 
Parents and friends were 
equally captivated by the 

K-2 students’ outstanding singing and 
dance performances, colourful costumes 
and memorable characters.

Providing the entertainment for the 
party, Kindergarten children formed 
the band ‘The Sonics’ where they played 
Mission Impossible as a percussion 
piece. Year 1 children each had to learn a 
dance to some great songs, as they took 
the audience on a nostalgic trip dancing 
to We Will Rock You, Girls Just Want 
To Have Fun, Sisters Are Doin’ it for 
Themselves, Macho Man and Ring Ring. 
All Year 2 children had a speaking part. 

Director and producer, Mrs Carolyn Key, 
said the highlight of the performance 
was seeing all children perform for 
their parents and watching them grow 
in confidence with each performance, 
saying, “We are so proud of what all the 
children achieved.” 

However it was not all smooth sailing. 
Fitting 109 children on stage at the 
performance theatre may be an obvious 
challenge, but a broken arm of one of  
the lead performers was much worse.  
A special mention must go to Alicia 
Wilson who stepped in with one hour’s 
notice before the first performance to 
play the role of Violet Incredible.

Thank you to all K-2 staff who  
were involved in the production.  
The assistance from Mrs Muriel Fatai 
(writer and Year 6 teacher), Mrs Richelle 
Coote (choreographer and Year 3  
teacher) and ex-student Mrs Amelia 
Summerson (choreographer) ensured 
that the performance was indeed an  
“incredible” success.

KWS has established a reputation for presenting outstanding 
musicals and the tradition has continued this year with another 
brilliant K-2 production, The Incredible Party. 

The girls fought hard throughout ten 
rounds to come from seventh position 
to be placed third in the world.”

—  
Students 

providing the 
entertainment 

for the party
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W
ritten and directed 
by Preparatory 
teacher, Mr Romko 
Hordynsky, the 
musical followed 
the story of  
Marvin Derbish,  
a Wolfman-comic-
book-reading 
school nerd who  

is bullied by the Hornets football team,  
led by their quarterback, Rhino, who 
accuses Marvin of dating “his” girl, 
Penny Morgan.

After months of rehearsals the 
ticketed event was a sell-out at the 
Orange Civic Theatre on 21 September 
2016 with a “Howlin” night had by all.

Mr Hordynsky stated that a musical is 
hard work but also a lot of fun, saying 
“my daily cries of ‘do it again, guys’, 
‘expression’, and ‘face the audience’ were 
always intermingled with much laughter.”

The musical production wasn’t short 
of helpers with special mention going  
to Mr Peter Seedsman (set designer),  
Mrs Jaq Davies (local artist), Mrs Lisa 
Collins (choreographer), Mrs Annalie 
McRae (vocal coach) and Mrs Aileen 
Priest (seamstress).

This year Howlin’ has been nominated 
in the 2016 ICON and ActewAGL 
Canberra Area Theatre Awards for the 
Best Production of a School or Youth 
Musical, Mr Hordynsky has also been 
nominated for Best Director of a School 

Set in the fabulous 50s,  
the Year 5/6 musical, Howlin’, 
took the audience back to the 
good old days of rock’n’roll, 
milk bars, slicked back hair  
and the fine art of being “cool”.

A HOWLIN’ 
EVENING

Every child experienced the challenges 
that come with the production of a 
musical. For some, just stepping up 
to audition was a challenge well met. 
For others, striving and pushing limits 
to compete for lead roles (and all the 
accompanying responsibilities) was a 
matter of personal achievement. All 
students strived for personal bests in 
movement, memorisation, expression, 
projection, loss of inhibition and 
rhythmic concepts.

“Numerous requests for even more 
speaking parts were made in the last 
week from students, which told me very 
clearly that the children had grown in 
skill, and especially in confidence,”  
said Mr Hordynsky. Furthermore,  

or Youth Musical, with a number of 
students receiving nominations for their 
stellar performances as an ensemble in 
a musical including Sally Carter, Henry 
McElroy, Grace Srzich, Ella Worsley, 
Max Bloomfield and Alex Reid. Gordon 
Suthers was nominated for Best Actor in 
a Featured Role while Oscar McLaughlin 
was nominated for Best Lead Actor.

Congratulations to all involved! The 
performance truly showcased beautifully 
the strength of the Preparatory 
Performing Arts Program at KWS.
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OUTSTANDING 
YEAR 12 
MAJOR WORKS 
APPLAUDED

The 2016 exhibition of Higher School Certificate 
Major Works offered a glimpse inside the minds of 
some truly creative individuals. 

Art and Textiles Exhibition: 
More than meets the eye

K WS family and friends marvelled 
at the creativity of our Year 12 
students when the annual Art and 

Textiles exhibition of HSC major works 
was held in the Derek Pigot Auditorium 
(DPA) on Friday 5 August. 

The highly anticipated fashion parade 
was a show-stopper, with garments 
displaying exquisite design, intricate skills 
and complex construction of garment and 
textiles art. After the parade, the garments 
were returned to their static displays 
where they could be viewed alongside  
their creators’ folios, which detailed the 
creative process.

Visitors had time to wander around the 
DPA and admire the depth of artistic talent 
revealed in the Visual Arts and Design 
Major Works, with people, places and 
politics being some of the ideas explored in 
the artworks. 

The exhibition was a great opportunity 
for interested family and friends to see the 
work that has consumed the Year 12 students 
for so many months, and also a chance for the 
students to officially thank their wonderful 
teachers for all their encouragement, praise 
and constructive criticism.

This year, Mindy Moe was selected 
for inclusion in Texstyle, the annual 
exhibition of outstanding HSC Major 
Textile and Design Projects developed 
by students, which will be held at the 
Stitches and Craft Show at Rosehill 
Racecourse in March 2017. 

Mindy’s major project was inspired  
by the black raven and the Venetian 
masked carnival. Mindy made a corset 
skirt and mask using techniques 
including screen printing, machine 
embroidery, felting and beading.

In addition, both Gemma L’Estrange and 
Myra Lim-Hurt had their HSC bodies 
of work nominated for ARTEXPRESS 
2017 which showcases the best artworks 
from across NSW. Gemma’s artwork, 
titled ‘The Beauty of Decay’, involved 
an intimate exploration of the process 
of change and decay and how it is 
intertwined with so many aspects of 
life: nature, emotions, and the physical 
environment. Myra’s ‘A Sliver of You’, 
metaphorically captured the images of 
five individuals, each navigating their 
own expression of the human experience 
through splashes, bubbles, ripples and 
inconsequential rain drops.

—  
Mindy Moe’s Major Textile 
project which will be on 
display at the Powerhouse 
Museum in 2017

—  
Myra Lim-Hurt’s 
major artwork,  
A Sliver of You

•••
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OUTSTANDING 
YEAR 12 
MAJOR WORKS 
APPLAUDED

Twelve months of hard work  
and commitment were well 
worth it when Year 12 Industrial 

Technology students were able to 
showcase their major HSC works for  
all to see.

Between 250-300 people, including 
parents, teachers and students, gathered 
in the Derek Pigot Auditorium to marvel 
at the ten metalwork projects on display, 
including camping trailers, an outdoor 
kitchen with pizza oven and barbeque, 
helicopter skid jacks to help transport 
helicopters into a hangar, a western 
fencing trailer and trailers to transport 
motorbikes or livestock. Many students 
acknowledged that while they may have 
learnt the basic skills of metalwork and 
welding at home, KWS has provided 
them with the opportunity to really 
develop these skills in a very practical 
way and on a project that they can be 
proud of.

KWS Technology and Applied 
Science acting head teacher, Mr David 
de Bruyn, said that while trailers seemed 
to be dominant, with a lot of students 
being boarders and coming off the land, 
projects were not exclusively trailers. 

“We encourage each student to be 
ambitious and to make a project  
that will set them up for the future,”  
said Mr de Bruyn.

Since then, six students have been 
nominated for InTech Exhibitions, 
including Mac Thomson, James 
Staniforth, Max Manson, Cayden 
McGrath, Tom Robson and William 
Freeth. The exhibition is for outstanding 
HSC major projects in the HSC 
Industrial Technology course and 
covers Timber Products and Furniture, 
Automotive, Electronics, Graphics, 
Metal and Engineering, and Multimedia. 
The exhibition also includes students’ 
folios that document the design, 
management, communication and 
production of their projects and will  
be held in regional and city centres.  
To be nominated students had to receive 
a 92% or higher for their major project 
and associated portfolio. 

In conjunction, these students 
have also been nominated for the 
Shape Exhibition which will be held 
at the Powerhouse Museum. “This is 
a great result for the 2016 Industrial 
Technology class which consisted of  
just ten students,” said Mr de Bruyn.

We encourage each student to be ambitious and to 
make a project that will set them up for the future.”

Industrial Technology 
Showcase featured 
functional projects

—  
Left to right Mac Thomson, Thomas Robson, Will Freeth,  
James Staniforth, Cayden McGrath, Will Goodsell, Max Manson, 
Oliver Rogers, Will McFeeters and Hamish Ellis-Peck

•••
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OUTSTANDING 
YEAR 12 
MAJOR WORKS 
APPLAUDED

Growing from strength to 
strength, Drama is becoming 
an increasingly popular subject 

choice for KWS students. Students are 
consistently recognised by the Board 
of Studies for their diverse and high 
standard of drama performances  
when submitting Bodies of Work as  
part of their Higher School Certificate  
(HSC) assessment. 

This year, two 2016 HSC pieces were 
nominated for the prestigious OnStage 
showcase which is a presentation and 
exhibition of group and individual 
performances and projects by HSC 
Drama students. 

KWS has a history of excellence in 
music and has been recognised as 
having a leading classroom and 

instrumental music education program 
which meets the needs and abilities of  
all students.

Hosting a recital evening, HSC 
students showcased the strength of the 
Music Program at KWS, leaving the 
audience mesmerised. 

The Music 2 students had to prepare 
a 15 minute performance program which 
included at least one item from the core 
topic of study which was Music of the 
Past 25 Years – Australian Focus. There 
were some truly challenging and unique 
pieces presented for this topic and it is 
always lovely to hear such unusual pieces 
with new and interesting techniques and 
tone colours being explored. 

Music 2 students also had to complete 
a two-minute composition which 
reflected the core topic. Students did an 
incredible job and explored the realms 
of program music through their chosen 
ensembles and pieces. Some of the works 
included: a composition for trumpet, 2 
quartz bowls and piano; a piece for flute, 

As a group, Minna Squire, Dylan Swain, 
Fenella Jamieson and Toby Condon 
were nominated for their group piece 
called The Pigeon Singers, which is a 
hilarious and physical performance 
about a group of acapella singers who 
dream of “making it local”. To progress 
from the park of pigeons, this energetic 
ensemble decide to perform at the local 
RSL Club in order to move up the singing 
hierarchy of fame, all the way to the 
credibility of local recognition.  
Within their journey of aspiring to  
local fame, this quartet discovers where 
they really belong and the hidden  
truths behind friendship. 

The group concurred that being 
nominated was never seriously considered 
but was rather the object of many jokes 
throughout the year. “We enjoyed being 
able to play with a comedy piece which 
meant that we spent many lessons almost 
in tears from laughter but often had to 
realise we were not quite as funny as 
we thought we were. As we are all such 
close friends we were so proud of our 
achievement and I think that our closeness 
is reflected in the piece,” said Minna.

Head of Performing Arts, Ms Heidi 
Anthony, said, “The students have worked 
incredibly hard this year and we are all 
very proud of their nominations.”

In addition, Minna was also nominated 
for her Individual Performance, Scream 
from Tal Afar by Vivienne Glance, 
which captured the gruelling impact of 
violence and war and the compassion 
of those caught up in its terrors, as 
told by a mother. It was hauntingly 
beautiful and highly emotional. 
Inspired by an image of a little Iraqi 
girl in Tal Afar screaming after her 
parents who had just been shot dead 
at a USA army checkpoint, Minna said 
that it was difficult to keep momentum 
throughout the performance, as its 
heavy nature was very draining. “As it 
was originally a three-person play I had 
to do a lot of editing, mainly involved 
with workshopping the movement 
and working on character transitions 
between Arabic and Western. I also 
added a prayer, Avinu Malkeinu, which 
added another layer and became one of 
my favourite things about the play,”  
said Minna.

viola and cello which reflected a Welsh 
landscape; a string quartet which paid 
homage to Bela Bartok; a multicultural 
work for clarinet, flute and bassoon 
which had elements of Asian, Irish and 
Klezmer Jewish influences; and a spatial 
work for violin, clarinet and cello. Head 
of Performing Arts, Ms Heidi Anthony, 
said that students love this element of the 
course as it allows complete variety and 
creativity in making music. 

In addition to this, the students who 
chose to undertake the Music Extension 
course prepared an extra 20 minute 
performance program which included 
an ensemble piece. This course gave 
the students the opportunity to extend 
themselves with some truly challenging 
and sophisticated repertoire as well  
as developing their ensemble  
leadership skills. 

Congratulations to Rhoslyn Carney 
(flute) Music 2 and Extension, Samuel 
Vail (trumpet) Music 2 and Extension, 
Brianna Chu (viola) Music 2 and 
Extension, Molly Straney (violin) Music 
2, and Sophie McKay (clarinet) Music 2 
on all your efforts.

Drama students On Stage

—  
Minna’s 
individual 
project

—  
Left to right: Toby Condon, 

Dylan Swain, Fenella 
Jamieson and Minna Squire

HSC Music Showcase
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PEOPLE POWER

E
ach year, the annual 24-hour 
Australian International 
Pedal Prix attracts hundreds 
of enthusiastic speed racers 
who gather to show off their 
bravery, skill and sleek HPVs 
– a tricycle built into an 
aerodynamic shell averaging 
speeds of 25-44.8km. This 
year alone the event attracted 

300 competitors with 202 teams jostling 
for a podium finish and 25,000 spectators 
lining the track side lines. 

Nineteen KWS students from Years 
7 to 10, led by captain Harry Allen and 
vice-captain Max Eastwood, formed the  
“Two Blues Racing” team. Split up into 
two teams, Two Blues Racing consisted 
of the fast team and fun team. For nine 
team members, the event was their first.

Upon arrival at Murray Bridge, 
preparations were well under way as 
Two Blues Racing launched into the time 
trials, which proved to be an invaluable 
experience for the first time riders, and 
an opportunity to implement and test 
the use of the retrofitted GPS System. 

Keen to go, the two teams from Two 
Blues Racing took their grid position 
for what was to be a fierce competition. 
Camping around the track during the  
24-hour event, some were roused from 

their sleep for a driver change or to 
attend pit duties – where tired riders 
were hauled out before worn tyres were 
replaced and a new rider jumped in to 
the seat. 

Over the course of the race, all team 
members worked hard to cover the 
combined total of 1083km. During 
the race, Two Blues Racing nearly 
managed to obtain a position of under 
one hundred. Unfortunately, a broken 
wheel proved problematic to fix, with 
Aurora Racing clinching the 2016 series 
Championships. 

However, despite the loss, team 
morale was as high as ever upon the 
completion of the race. Mr de Bruyn said, 
“The KWS Pedal Prix Team worked hard 
over the winter months, training and 
preparing for our trip to Adelaide, which 
was strongly reflected in our team’s 
performance. The team should be very 
proud of their performances, with many 
having never raced a HPV previously. 
Amazingly, there were few incidents that 
cost us much time.” 

A special thanks must go to the 
many parents who travelled with and 
supported the team. 

KWS students once again have braved the carnage that is 
Pedal Prix, cycling their HPV (Human-Powered Vehicle) 
around the South Australian track at Murray Bridge,  
which is known to be the oldest, longest, largest and fastest 
HPV race in the world. 

—  
Charlie Yeo and 
Jeremy Elliot
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FAREWELL YEAR 12 

A

Tears of happiness and sadness filled the 
eyes of Year 12 students as they said their 
final farewell to KWS at a special assembly 
where moving speeches, stunning musical 
performances and well-deserved award 
recognition brought an official end to 
formal schooling.

ttended by parents, friends, family, staff and 
School Council members, the 2016 Year 12 
Graduation Ceremony featured a packed 
program of award presentations and inspiring 
speeches by staff, students and special guest, 
Miss Georgie Quigley (KWS Class of 2010).
Miss Quigley held the audience in the palm of 
her hand as she recalled her time at KWS and 
experiences since leaving school.

Principal, Mr Brian Kennelly, then spoke 
about the wonderful contributions made to KWS by the 
graduating class, before a host of awards were presented.  
These included the Cooey Mutton Shield for students who 
attended the School from Kindergarten to Year 12, the Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh Award, the Pierre de Coubertin Award 
and the Ex-students’ Association Family Heritage awards, 
presented to third generation students of KWS.

The Chair of KWS Council, Mrs Christine McIntosh,  
then had the honour of presenting the Derek Pigot Medallion 
and Robe to our multi-talented dux, Alexander Mirrington.  

Other highlights included the official introduction of  
our Head Prefects for 2017, Ross Alston and Jocelyn Date.  
The new team was congratulated by our outgoing School 
leaders, Annabelle Tierney and Peter Alston, who then  
moved off to sit with their peers while the new leaders took  
up their position on stage.

The moving finale saw a beautiful benediction of The Lord 
Bless You and Keep You and all graduands receiving The Light 
of Christ in a moving Ceremony of Light, where students were 
presented with special candles by their Year 12 and House Tutors.

—  
Front left to right: Ben Uttley, James Conran, Josh Jones, Bradley Miller, Pete Alston
Middle left to right: George Jackson, Harry Edmonson, Harrison Williams
Back left to right: Alec Patfield, Drew Weber, William Frecth, Hamish Ellis-Peck

—  
Samantha Haigh and 
Harrison Williams

—  
Left to right: Connor Robertson,  
Hugh Pottie, Jarrod Collett, Tracey 
Kasjan and Hamish Cameron

—  
Emma Haege (left)  
and Harriet Haege

—  
Harriet O’Malley
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YEAR 12 DUX GRADUATION SPEECH 

L
adies, gentlemen, 
distinguished guests, students 
and of course the graduating 
class of 2016,
Reflecting on my 13 years of 
schooling, I feel enormously 
privileged to have studied 
at Kinross Wolaroi School. 
Although it is often tempting 
to want to relive the first 

five homework-free years of life, it 
is important to remember that the 
challenges of life provide us with 
valuable experiences from which we  
can learn. Difficulties should not be  
seen as a hindrance, but as an 
opportunity to build perseverance, 
character and knowledge. 

For example, I would never have 
learned how maths could be applied to 
real-world scenarios if I hadn’t been so 
short in primary school. Here was my 
dilemma: I needed to cook my porridge, 
but I couldn’t reach my bowl if it stopped 
at the back of the microwave.

In the end, I worked out that the 
microwave turntable took 12 seconds per 
revolution, so I cooked my porridge for 
a multiple of 12 seconds so that my bowl 
would always return to the front.

However, quite often the difficulties 
we face are not so trivial. This has 
certainly been the case this year 
throughout the struggles of HSC 
preparation. The HSC is 50 years old this 
year, and it is evident that the pressure on 
students across this time has increased 
enormously. The pressure of today’s HSC 
is too great to survive individually, hence 
we need a support team.

I know for a fact that the support 
I’ve received from my peers has been 
invaluable and in no small part why 
I’m receiving this honour today. It has 
been an absolute pleasure to be part of 
our year group, and to see friendships 
strengthened as a result of the many 
challenges we have faced. The old saying 
that “Many hands make light work” 

could not have been more relevant this 
year, as each and every one of us has 
relied on the support of our friends in 
order to bring our ambitions to fruition.

To quote the apostle Paul, “The body 
does not consist of one member, but of 
many.” He tells us that an eye or an ear 
cannot function independently of the 
body; that we each have unique abilities 
that contribute to the success of the 
whole. His words serve as a reflection on 
the importance of supporting others in 
their endeavours.

Such support has been exemplified 
by the unfailing efforts of my teachers 
throughout the last year. Preparing for 
the HSC has been a marathon, and as 
such, I can attribute my learning to all of 
the teachers I have had since starting at 
Kinross Wolaroi School in 2008. 

My teachers this year, however, have 
gone above and beyond the call of duty; 
from Mrs Hill’s picture book of complex 
numbers and Miss Sheahan’s creative 
English parodies of various card games, 
to Mr Healey and Mrs Litchfield’s 
passionate reinventions of classic 
experiments and Mr Chapman’s steady 
supply of coffee on Software mornings, 
I could not be more grateful for the 
tireless contribution of my teachers,  
and I’m sure my peers could say the 
same about theirs. 

In addition to the support of our 
teachers, our Year Coordinator, Mrs 
Bylsma, together with Mr Worrad, Mrs 
Anderson, our Head Tutors and Tutors 
have been instrumental in ensuring our 
success as a cohort this year.

Of course a graduation ceremony 
would not be complete without 
recognising the efforts of those who 
know us best; those family members  
who support us through every challenge, 
no matter how large or small.
For example my sisters, who cooked 
my two-minute noodles for me after 
an exhausting Extension Maths exam 
because “I wasn’t sure how long to cook 

Although it is often tempting 
to want to relive the first five 
homework-free years of life,  
it’s important to remember that 
the challenges of life provide us 
with valuable experiences from 
which we can learn.”

them for”; or my parents, who were 
preparing themselves for the worst 
after I spent most of my first term of 
Kindergarten in the naughty chair 
behind the piano. At the first parent-
teacher interview, the best my teacher 
could say about me was that I could  
run fast. They soon worked out that  
I just needed more sleep, something  
that hasn’t changed even to this day.

I also wish to extend my thanks to  
Mr Kennelly, who has been an inspiration 
to me, and many others, over the last ten 
years. Your constant encouragement to 
immerse ourselves in all aspects of school 
life has been of great value to me, and I 
am certain that your contributions to the 
School community will be remembered 
for many years to come.

And so on this day, almost 13 years 
later, I can again say, “Hey mum and dad, 
I’ve finished school, what do  
I do now?” 

The most important lesson that I 
have learned from my friends, teachers 
and family throughout my schooling is 
that no task is insurmountable; French 
playwright Molière observed that, “The 
greater the obstacle, the more glory in 
overcoming it”. We should embrace all 
challenges that we are faced with, armed 
with the knowledge that any seemingly-
impossible task is achievable with the 
support of others.

Dear fellow Year 12s, I once again 
offer my sincerest gratitude for your 
consistent support, and I wish you all  
the best in the future.

Alexander Mirrington

I distinctly remember coming home after my first day of 
Kindergarten and saying to my parents, “Hey mum and dad, 
I’ve finished school, what do I do now?” Needless to say,  
I was mortified after my parents told me that school wasn’t 
just a one-day sprint but a thirteen-year marathon.
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SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING

W
ith hearts filled 
with gratitude 
and love, a special 
procession with 
Ms Priscilla Colgan 
playing the piano 
and Mr Anthony 
Begg playing 
the didgeridoo, 
welcomed Mr 

Kennelly and his wife Ms Ali McKay. 
The special thanksgiving service 

began with a musical item, When I grow 
up, performed by the Preparatory Year 
5 and 6 choir. Following a meaningful 
prayer, both the Preparatory School 
Head Prefects, Sameeka L’Estrange and 
Luke Hunter, and the Senior School 
Prefects, Jocelyn Date and Ross Alston, 
delivered speeches, highlighting their 
appreciation and the influential impact 
Mr Kennelly has had on their lives. 

The strength of the KWS music 
performance was once again evident 
and on display for all to see with the 
Chamber Strings delivering Melody  
and Dance of Sun with perfect execution.

Speaking on behalf of the staff with 
words equally addressed to all the 
students, Head of Senior School, Mrs 
Bev West, delivered a highly emotional 
speech expressing a sincere and heartfelt 
thanks for the selfless service of Mr 
Kennelly over the past ten years. Using 
some words from the School reading as 
a theme for her tribute, Mrs West said, 
“What a privilege it has been to have 
you lead Kinross Wolaroi School and to 
work with you. This is a great School: 
diverse, welcoming and able to embrace 
and provide opportunities to so many 
people. We acknowledge your selfless 
and untiring efforts, and the support 
you have received from Ali and your 
children. We will miss you and your 
leadership, but most of all, please know 
that you move on with our love, respect 
and gratitude.”

As humble as always, Mr Kennelly 
delivered a reply saying, “Today I have 
tears. Tears of joy, but above all, tears 
of thanks. This is not about me today. 
It’s not about you. It’s about us. Having 
the whole school together for this 
thanksgiving service is something I will 
cherish forever. This is really a significant 
moment in my life and I will always 
remember it. It is truly meaningful and  
I am truly grateful for it.”

Mr Kennelly invited a number of 
students to the stage acknowledging 
the importance and contribution of the 
student body at KWS. Year 4 student, 
Hugh Hinrichsen, even had the privilege 
of performing the New Zealand Haka 
with Mr Kennelly. 

In a moving and powerful service, the  
KWS school community gathered to farewell 
Principal, Mr Brian Kennelly.

As the service came to an end,  
Mr Kennelly received the blessing,  
The Lord Keep You and Bless You,  
by Mrs Narelle Davidson, Mrs Lorraine 
Moxey, Mr David deBruyn, Mr Ross 
Alston, and Chaplain, Mr Phil Worrad.

A beautiful benediction and the 
receiving of the Light of Christ saw  
Mr Kennelly and his wife leave the 
ceremony under a Guard of Honour  
by members of the KWS Cadet Unit. 

This is not about me today.  
It’s not about you. It’s about us. 
Having the whole school together 
for this occasion is something  
I will cherish forever.”
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CELEBRATING  
SUCCESS I

t was an exciting morning with 
a packed program featuring 
entertainment from the Prep String 
Quartet performing Elo Toro, the 
Year 6 class singing Once I was 
Five Years Old, and the Prep Band 
grooving to Uptown Funk. The 
Year 6 class presented new house 
flags to the Preparatory School as 
a departure gift and a combined 

K-6 performance, Rainbow Connection, 
concluded the assembly.

The KWS Preparatory 
community came together 
to celebrate the end 
of another happy and 
successful 2016 with 
the annual Celebration 
Assembly. 

Official proceedings included 
the presentation of diplomas 
to the graduating Kindergarten 
class, awards for courtesy and 
citizenship, followed by the class, 
encouragement and social academic 
awards.  Congratulations to Grace 
Srzich who was named the 2016 Dux 
of the Preparatory School.

The Year 6 Class of 2016 was given 
a fond farewell before attention 
switched to the new School leaders  
for 2017. They are:

HEAD GIRL PREFECT 
Ella Buesnel 

HEAD BOY PREFECT 
Hugh Thompson

PREFECTS 
Jayde Caro  
Gordon Suthers 
Max Bloomfield 
Dan Hunter 
Elise Davies 
Lily Robson

HOUSE CAPTAINS 
Brown:  
Phoebe Poole and Lazo Jalal 
Douglas:  
Jock Litchfield and Sophie Martin 
Gordon:  
Bailey Barrett and Joanne Zhang 
McLachlan:  
Jackson Wilkin and Daisy Jones
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130TH ANNUAL 
SPEECH DAY M

r Brian Kennelly 
was the guest of 
honour, providing 
an inspirational 
address about his 
three important life 
lessons and take-
home messages. He 
reflected on his ten 
years at KWS and 

thanked all those who have supported 
him along his journey. Following his 
very moving speech was the unveiling 
by two of his children of a portrait of 
Mr Kennelly which will be hung in the 
foyer of the Derek Pigot Auditorium. 
As a special tribute to Mr Kennelly the 
KWS Orchestra performed his favourite 
musical item, Gabriel’s Oboe, by Ennio 
Morricone, featuring Year 9 student 
Luka Mihalich on the oboe.

KWS said farewell to its students for another year at the 130th Annual Speech Day. 
The day was also the last for outgoing Principal, Mr Brian Kennelly.

During the ceremony, academic, 
sporting and special achievement awards 
were presented to outstanding students 
in their field, from Kindergarten 
through to Year 11. The crowd heartily 
congratulated each and every winner 
as they received their awards and 
acknowledged how prestigious it is to 
have their names engraved alongside 
well known students from past eras. 
Stunning musical performances from 
the School Orchestra showcased 
the talents of the students, and the 
Christmas spirit was well and truly  
alive as guests sang along to ‘O Come  
All Ye Faithful’.

The ceremony was a sad end to an 
iconic era in Kinross Wolaroi School’s 
history, farewelling Principal, Mr Brian 
Kennelly and his family after ten years 
of service. 
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National Titration 
Competition

On Friday 17 June, KWS  
students visited James Sheahan 
High School where they 

competed in the Analytical Chemistry 
Competition run by the Royal Australian 
Chemical Institute.

Year 12 student, Alexander 
Mirrington, mixed it with the best, 
emerging as the winner in the Orange 
round of the NSW Schools Titration 
Competition. Alex’s individual 
achievement saw him presented with  
a pipette filler trophy.

In the teams’ event, members were 
required to analyse volumes of acids 
and bases to calculate the concentration 
of an unknown sample of acetic acid. 
There were eight KWS teams in total, 
with Harry Williams, Lillian Whittaker 
and Harry Edmondson working well 
together to bring home third place.

STUDENT 
SUCCESS 
AT THE 
HIGHEST 
LEVEL

There is a huge amount  
of pride in seeing students 
succeed at KWS. These 
are just a few of the 
inspiring and extraordinary 
achievements from the 
classroom and beyond.

Canada announced  
as Australia’s best

The accolades for globetrotting 
Year 12 student, Canada Gavin, 
came in thick and fast after her 

tremendous success competing in the 
Australian Geography Competition. 
Canada took out the top award 
convincingly, having finished first in  
New South Wales and Australia. 
Competing since Year 7, it could be 
argued that Canada was well prepared 
going into the annual competition. 

This year approximately 60,000 
students from around Australia entered 
the competition, which is organised by 
the Australian Geography Teachers’ 
Association and the Royal Geographical 
Society of Queensland. Open to all years 
of secondary school, the competition 
consists of a series of multiple choice 
questions to assess geographical 
knowledge and skills, including 
topography and mapping.  

However, despite coming first in 
Australia this year, Canada will not 
go to compete internationally in 2017 
because she will no longer be a school 
student. Canada hopes to use geography 
in a double degree in environmental 
sustainability and economics at the 
London School of Economics next year.

High Distinction  
Philosophy Students

S tudying Philosophy through 
Macquarie University, Year 
11 students, Amelia Rawson, 

Alexandra Butcherine and Trent Russell, 
all received High Distinctions as part of 
the Gifted and Talented Program.

Students tackled the first year unit 
Critical Thinking in the Philosophy 
course and were then able to pursue 
their passion with another Macquarie 
first year study unit.

For Amelia, she chose to undertake 
this study as she wanted to utilise 
the broad range of subjects available 
at KWS. “I enjoy the subject matter, 
and knew that I would find it to be 
incredibly useful in my studies for other 
subjects such as English and English 
Ext 1. Additionally, it was an excellent 
opportunity to explore the university 
format,” said Amelia.

While the units undertaken were 
not included in the final ATAR result, 
all successfully completed units 
count towards a degree program with 
Macquarie University while opening the 
door to early entry.

Amelia Rawson, Alexandra Butcherine 
and Trent Russell

Alexander Mirrington (right) Canada Gavin James Conran

Outstanding  
ICAS Results

Each year the students of the 
Preparatory School nominate to 
participate in the International 

Competitions and Assessments for 
Schools (ICAS) which provides a 
number of skills-based tests in English, 
Writing and Mathematics. 

The University of New South Wales 
ICAS test provides information about 
each student’s performance in relation 
to their peers, as well as their own 
performance in previous years. 

For KWS, this helps to identify areas 
of strength and weakness, as well as 
identify gifted students and compare 
students to national results. For the 
student, they are able to receive feedback 
about how they performed in specific 
areas, accessing information online and 
through the reports provided. It also 
allows students to gain experience in the 
external examination process. 

This year seven students achieved 
high distinctions while a staggering 28 
received distinctions across English, 
Writing and Mathematics. The results 
were as follows:

ENGLISH 
High Distinctions:  
Jaemin Lee, Gordon Suthers

Distinctions:  
Olivia Searle, Hannah Jones, Ava 
Buesnel, Helen Suthers, Laynee 
Visser, Max Bloomfield, Elise Davies, 
Harry Coady, Dan Hunter, Zimmy 
Levi, Luke Hunter and Sophia Nelson

WRITING 
High Distinctions:  
Hannah Jones, Olivia Lee, Helen 
Suthers, Jaemin Lee, Ben Jones

Distinctions:  
Ava Buesnel, Kajan Kandeepan, 
Krishan Kandeepan, Oliva Searle, 
Nina Smedley, Laynee Visser,  
Max Bloomfield, Ella Buesnel, 
Nicholas de Bruyn, Hugh Thompson,  
Sophia Nelson

MATHEMATICS 
Distinctions:  
Ava Buesnel, Olivia Searle, Nicholas 
de Bruyn, Ollie Wong, Grace Srzich

Congratulations to all students on 
achieving such fabulous results.

Conran on tour 

Competing in the Combined 
Independent Schools 
tournament for a third 

consecutive year, golfing sensation and 
KWS student, James Conran (Year 12), 
stepped things up when he was named 
in the eight-man side to compete in the 
School Sport Australia 12 and Under 
National Golf Championships, having 
finished first in the NSW Schoolboy 
championships. 

Competing in Adelaide, James  
placed 12th in the individual stroke with 
scores of 80 and 72, with NSW finishing 
first in the Team Stroke and runners-up 
in Matchplay.

Despite the fact that 2015 was his  
first year seriously competing, the  
now-Duntryleague Club Champion  
was announced Junior Sportsperson  
of the Year, claiming wins in the Windsor 
Junior Classic, Western Sydney Junior 
Masters, along with three Opens wins  
in Orange. 

While James has applied for 
university, he will be deferring to play 
golf around Australia throughout 2017. 
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Brianna ChuEmma Pryse Jones and  
Belcam Alliance

Sophie Redenbach and  
Daydream Believer

Holly Gutterson Phoebe Litchfield Connor Whiteley

Holly attends Youth  
World Appaloosa Show

H olly Gutterson (Year 8), was 
fortunate enough to compete 
within the Australian Team in 

the Youth World Appaloosa Show 2016.
Held in Fort Worth, Texas, 

competition was tough. Holly was 
competing against people who not only 
train and ride their horses every day, 
but also compete on them. Holly’s horse 
was selected and allocated to her by an 
American trainer and the Australian 
coach. Not only did Holly have three 
weeks to get to know her horse before 
competing at the event, her horse was a 
young four year old mare which has little 
experience and had never been to a  
show of this size before. Holly had her 
work cut out!

Entering a total of nine events over the 
show, Holly competed in Showmanship, 
Western Pleasure, Horsemanship, 
Bareback Equitation and Trail. Every 
event is judged by a panel of four judges 
with an average score determining the 
overall placing.

Despite her circumstances and level 
of competition, Holly stayed determined 
and focused, finishing with four top-ten 
placings from the show and one finalist 
placing, with her highest placing an 
overall seventh.

Following their success at the  
NSW State Equestrian 
Interschool Championships 

earlier this year, Sophia Redenbach 
(Year 10) and Emma Pryse Jones (Year 
11) have both earned their right to take 
on the nation’s best.  Sophia and Emma 
were both selected for the Equestrian 
Australia NSW State Inter-schools team 
to compete at the Australian National 
Inter-schools Championships which 
were held at the Sydney International 
Equestrian Centre from September 25.

While Sophia’s horse, Daydream 
Believer, became very lame after 
suffering a foot infection during the class 
event, a little tender loving care from a 
fantastic vet and farrier on site ensured 
this dynamic duo were able to perform 
exceptionally well in the dressage 
events. Competing against the top four 
combinations that qualified for this 
event from NSW, QLD, VIC, SA, WA and 
NT, Sophia and her horse placed 5th in 
the Senior Novice Dressage 2.2 test and 
3rd in the Senior Novice Dressage 2.3 
– just 0.3% behind the winner, placing 
them 5th overall in the Senior  
Novice Dressage. 

Brianna joins Australian 
Youth Orchestra

T aught by KWS strings teacher, 
Mrs Lorraine Moxey, Brianna 
Chu (Year 12) has been accepted 

into the Sydney Youth Orchestra and will 
be on the International Tour to Europe 
in April 2017. 

The Australian Youth Orchestra has 
a reputation for being one of the world’s 
most prestigious and innovative training 
organisations for young pre-professional 
musicians. The training pathway has 
been created to nurture the musical 
development of Australia’s finest young 
instrumentalists across metropolitan 
and regional Australia. This includes 
musicians from the emerging, gifted, 
school-aged students, to those on the 
verge of a professional career. 

What a wonderful achievement and a 
fantastic way to finish schooling at KWS!

Phoebe captains  
NSW Hockey

A ll-round sportswoman Phoebe 
Litchfield has had the honour 
of leading the NSW team at the 

Hockey Australia Under-13 Australian 
National Championships, which were 
held in Perth in September.

This was not the first time Phoebe has 
worn blue as she represented NSW in 
the gold-medal winning Under-13 side 
in 2015. Going into day six of a seven-day 
tournament, Phoebe’s NSW side was 
sitting second with five wins, a loss and  
a draw through seven games with 
Victoria Blue, placing great pressure  
on the NSW side. 

With a win on the final day, Phoebe’s 
team placed second behind Victoria 
Blue in the entire competition. In total, 
Phoebe scored seven goals for her team.

National  
Gold Medallist

D istance running phenomenon, 
Connor Whiteley (Year 12), 
once again qualified for this 

year’s School Sport Australia National 
Cross Country Championships. Held at 
Eastern Stromlo Forest Park in Canberra 
in late August, conditions were testing. 
Connor completed the race, which also 
included a team from New Zealand, 
in 27th place.“I was quite happy with 
the result; it was a slight improvement 
on my position when I competed at 
Nationals in 2014,” said Connor. 

As a result of his run in the individual 
event, Connor was selected into the 
U20s boys’ relay team. This event 
was held two days after the individual 
event, and comprised teams of five boys 
from each state, all of whom had to run 
3km before tagging in the next runner. 
Connor’s NSW team crossed the line in 
first place, which resulted in his team 
receiving a national gold medal.

Connor is now concentrating on 
training for the upcoming triathlon 
season. He has been named in the NSW 
Emerging Talent Squad and has been 
invited to attend the annual National 
Development Camp.

Emma and her horse Belcam Alliance 
also had great success throughout the 
competition, placing 6th in the Prix 
St George and 6th in the Inter 1 which 
placed her 6th overall in the Small Tour 
Competition. The NSW team Emma 
competed in also won the Dressage 
Team point score overall, and the NSW 
Interschool Team won the point score  
of the whole championship. 

To finish off an extremely successful 
year, Sophia and her horse went on to 
compete at the NSW Country Show 
Horse Competition where she took out 
Champion Rider 15 and Under 17 years. 
This is a huge win with a lot of prestige 
and gives her the right to compete at  
the Grand National Championships in 
April 2017. 

Equestrian girls represent  
NSW on the big stage
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STAFF PROFILES
One story at a time, meet the staff who make up 
the KWS community.

Kim Taylor 
Head Swimming Coach

M r Kim Taylor is an Australian 
swimming coach who  
recently left Wamberal on  

the Central Coast to join KWS as  
Head Swimming Coach.

Born in Grenfell, Kim is a humble and 
amusing man with a strong commitment 
to rebuilding the KWS swimming team. 
For Kim, growing up in Grenfell during 
the summer months saw him and his 
siblings spend every waking hour in 
the water. “Mum taught all of us to 
swim there. We spent so much time in 
the water we found swimming came 
naturally. I also found it a survival tool 
with three older family members intent 
on drowning me. This also developed 
great swimming speed,” said Mr Taylor.

Mr Taylor’s sporting talent also 
extends to the football field, having 
played in the first Orange City 
Premiership Rugby Team. However, 
due to a knee injury, Mr Taylor was 
motivated to become a swimming coach. 
“It seemed one day I was helping two 
swimmers with their turns then the next 
week, there were twenty,” said Mr Taylor.

Inspired by the quote, “If you are not 
training hard, somewhere someone is, 
and when they meet you they will beat 
you”, Kim is extremely passionate about 
helping swimmers achieve their sporting 
goals. This is reflective of not only his 
leadership ability but also his dedication 
to education, with Mr Taylor firmly 
believing that “a sport may open a  
door for you but education keeps  
that door open.”

Romko Hordynsky 
Preparatory Teacher

M r Romko Hordynsky could 
be described as a man who 
is loyal, driven, committed, 

creative and child-centred. A dedicated 
teacher at Kinross Wolaroi Preparatory 
School, lyricist, writer and set designer/
builder, Mr Hordynsky lives by one of 
his dad’s favourite sayings, “Zhetcha yak 
dovha neva”, which is Ukrainian for ‘life 
is a long ball of string.’

Born in Parramatta, Mr Hordynsky 
has lived in Toongabbie, Bathurst, 
Lithgow and Orange. Driven every day 
to be innovative by the creation of the 
Preparatory School musical each year, 
Mr Hordynsky enjoys writing songs on 
his keyboard or guitar, planting trees and 
making things, including his two family 
homes, which he owner-built.

Studying at Mitchell Teachers 
College, Mr Hordynsky has always been 
motivated by children. “They drive me, 
they keep me wanting to be the best I can 
be and they give back a hundredfold,” 
said Mr Hordynsky.

Mr Hordynsky has always been 
involved in creative play, with distinct 
childhood memories of riding on his 
dad’s shoulders to the Toongabbie Movie 
Theatre where they enjoyed classic 
movies, including The Sound of Music, 
seven times! Spending time in the high 
pear-tree fort saving the world has also 
shaped Mr Hordynsky’s father/daughter 
interactions. “Time with my girls in 
cubbies down at our creek, up trees and 
in role play, built a wonderful connection 
between us that I treasure, but it also 
allowed me to grow that part of me that 
best connects with the children under my 
care at KWS even now,” he said. 

Despite being quite the traveller, 
having been to England, Hungary, 
Austria, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Darwin and Kakadu, Mr Hordynsky sees 
himself continuing to teach another 
group of terrific children, sharing his 
father’s war-time stories, writing new 
shows, rehearsing and performing. 

Zhetcha yak dovha neva”, which is Ukrainian  
for ‘life is a long ball of string’.

It seemed one day 
I was helping two 
swimmers with their 
turns then the next 
week, there were 
twenty.”
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Heidi Anthony 
Head of Performing Arts

From growing up on a property  
in southern NSW to becoming  
Head of Performing Arts at KWS, 

there is more than meets the eye with  
Ms Heidi Anthony.

Ms Anthony spent most of her 
weekends and school holidays helping 
her family with farm work. A very capable 
tractor driver, she recalls spending many 
hours driving a chaser bin for cereal and 
rice harvest, as well as ploughing, shifting 
hay and moving sheep or cattle.

However, while Ms Anthony lived 
60km from her primary school, a single 
opportunity which was to shape the rest 
of her life wasn’t too far away. When Ms 
Anthony was in Year 5, a new ambulance 
officer moved to town bringing his wife 
who was a singer. Ms Anthony had always 
loved singing and asked her mum for 
singing lessons. Ms Anthony said, “These 
amazing people had such an amazing 
impact on our community and began a 
theatre company which put on annual 
musicals. I used to board in town so  
I could participate in the shows.”

Ms Anthony’s talent for music and 
theatre was evident at a young age when 
she was selected to participate in a core 
choir which performed in the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics Opening Ceremony. From here, 
she attended boarding school in Albury 
before moving to Canberra to study at 
university and then beginning her teaching 
career in Orange.

In 2016, Ms Anthony directed her 
second ever musical, Jesus Christ 
Superstar, which was a huge undertaking.  
“I was so proud of what the students 
were able to achieve. I really loved the 
experience and am proud of the final 
result,” she said. On top of planning 
musicals and undertaking a leadership 
course with the National Excellence in 
Schools Leadership Initiative, Ms Anthony 
spends her weekends driving around 
NSW and Victoria to support her family at 
many polocrosse carnivals. It comes as no 
surprise to also find her at the theatre!

Bill Tink 
Art Teacher

Born in Narromine, KWS Art 
teacher, Mr Bill Tink, has always 
been inspired by creativity.

Knowing he wanted to teach art,  
Mr Tink made the decision to study at 
the College of Fine Arts at the University 
of New South Wales. There he learnt to 
stretch his mind by meeting people from 
all over the state who had such great 
ideas, conversations about the art, the 
world and everything in between. Having 
worked in sales and marketing previously, 
Mr Tink said, “Teaching art is about 
encouraging people to be creative; it’s a 
great job that I always thought looked like 
a good fit for me.”

There is great nostalgia associated 
with Mr Tink’s childhood. Having grown 
up on a farm, he fondly remembers 
catching yabbies one day and preparing 
a windmill the next. His passion for 
creativity is attributed to always helping 
build things with his dad and being 
encouraged in creative projects at home. 

Mr Tink is currently working towards 
an exhibition with some very interesting 
methods being explored; however, his 
young family has slowed that process a 
little of late.

Outside of art, he enjoys being 
outdoors, camping, gardening and 
bike riding and is a part of the Orange 
Cycling and Triathlon Club. While he has 
travelled through Europe and spent time 
in Thailand, it is here in Australia that 
holds a special place in his heart. Having 
spent time in the Great Sandy Desert in 
Western Australia, Bill hopes to take his 
family back there in five years to show 
them the real outback. “I will always  
carry my time in the desert with me;  
it is hard to explain how powerful it was,”  
said Mr Tink.

STAFF PROFILES
Teaching art is about encouraging people to be creative;  
it’s a great job that I always thought looked like a good fit for me.” 

Jesus Christ Superstar was 
a huge undertaking, I was so 
proud of what the students 
were able to achieve. I really 
loved the experience and am 
proud of the final result.”
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One of 35 participants from around Australia, talented History teacher,  
Ms Larissa Terrey, has been successful in gaining a Gandel Holocaust Studies 
Scholarship, sponsored by the Sydney Jewish Museum.

Mr Bryan Thomas was the 2016 recipient of the  
School Council Teacher Excellence Award, presented  
at the 130th Annual Speech Day.

he Gandel Holocaust 
Studies Program is a 
nationwide program that 
is supported by the Gandel 
Philanthropy, B’nai B’rith 
NSW, Sydney Jewish 
Museum, and B’nai B’rith 
Raoul Wallenberg Centre 
in Victoria. The program is 
designed to form an active 

and organised network of Australian 
educators who are committed to teaching 
about the Holocaust and its universal 
implications, using an inter-disciplinary 
and age-appropriate approach.  

Since visiting the Dachau 
Concentration Camp in Europe at the  
age of 14, Ms Terrey has been interested in 
learning about the Holocaust. Continuing 
her interest and fascination for this major 
historical event, she has immersed herself 
in a range of documentaries, films and 
academic books, exploring topics and 
memoirs of the Holocaust. 

A FINE ACHIEVEMENT  
FOR A DEDICATED TEACHER

2016 SCHOOL COUNCIL 
TEACHER EXCELLENCE AWARD

In January 2017, Ms Terrey will attend 
the Gandel Holocaust Program for 
Australian Educators, a three week 
course held at the Yad Vashem in Israel. 
Under the guidance of leading Holocaust 
experts, she will have the opportunity 
to examine various primary sources, 
meet Holocaust survivors, and visit 
various memorials to the Holocaust 
victims. Prior to the Israel immersion 
experience she will complete an online 
course and attend a National seminar. 
Following this course, she will complete 
an educational project, attend a range 
of seminars and become a member of 
the Alumni. This will require her to 
work with other History teachers in 
developing teaching programs  
and resources.

T

This is a fantastic 
opportunity to meet  
experts in the field of 
Holocaust studies and  
other like-minded teachers 
and to further develop  
the way in which I teach 
about the Holocaust.”

He has transformed his approach to  
the manner in which he teaches classes.”

After much consideration, she 
couldn’t pass up this once in a lifetime 
opportunity, saying, “I felt that this 
was something that I needed to do 
and, given that by the end of 2016 I will 
have taught aspects of the Holocaust to 
approximately 150 students, I was in a 
position to apply for this scholarship”.  

With only a limited number of 
scholarships awarded per year, Ms Terrey 
was surprised to have made it to the 
interview round, let alone to receive a 
scholarship. She said that this recognises 
the efforts of teachers in regional areas, 
despite not having easy access to the 
libraries, museums, galleries and expert 
speakers to assist with the education 
and support of students available to 
metropolitan counterparts. “This is a 
fantastic opportunity to meet experts in 
the field of Holocaust studies and other 
like-minded teachers and to further 
develop the way in which I teach about 
the Holocaust,” she added. 

 E X C E L L E N C E

A W A R D

r Bryan Thomas, 
Head Tutor of Dean 
House and teacher 
of Economics, 
Commerce and 
Geography recently 
received the coveted 
Teacher Excellence 
Award at the end of 
year Speech Day.  

Mr Thomas has been a teacher at 
KWS for 35 years, commencing with 
the School in 1982. Over the last two 
years, Mr Thomas has transformed his 
approach to the manner in which he 
teaches his classes.

He has embraced the benefits of 
technology by setting up FROG pages  
for his Commerce and Economics classes.

He is using technology innovatively  
by providing articles on current topics  
of interest to help his students gain a real 
insight into the practical application of 
the theory.

Chair of Council, Mrs Christine 
McIntosh said “Bryan thoroughly 
deserves this award as he is a great 
example of an extremely experienced 
teacher who challenges himself to 
continually improve and in doing so, 
has transformed the way in which his 
students learn.”

M
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Combining a love of local and seasonal 
produce with cooking and creating 
beautiful feasts for family, friends 
and communities to share, Emily and 
boyfriend Joey, a steel engineer, recently 
converted a 1980’s horse float into a food 
and coffee cart. 

The concept took shape quickly; 
while Joey fabricated the float, Emily 
was busy chatting to producers all over 
NSW, spending hours looking through 
cookbooks, blogs, social media and 
magazines sourcing produce, products, 
recipes and stories to share. 

And with that, ‘Silo’ began; a small 
business based in Walgett with the 
ability to travel NSW-wide to functions, 
events, carnivals, festivals, markets, 
weddings and private parties. Sourcing 
and using local produce, as well as 
meeting the producers along the way, 
the philosophy behind Silo is to create 
simple, real, delicious and accessible 
food to enjoy with friends, alongside a 
Toby’s Estate coffee. 

Silo’s big debut was at the Australian 
National Field Days in October 
and was met with an overwhelming 
reception. Emily, together with her 
enthusiastic and hard-working team 
comprising family and friends, worked 
tirelessly over the three days, laying the 
foundations for what will, no doubt, be 
an enduring business venture.

For Emily, the move to Walgett, 
initially intended to provide a couple of 
months of employment and water-skiing 
over the summer, has quickly turned into 
a more permanent arrangement – one 
that Emily is embracing wholeheartedly. 

herself considerably in the many 
sporting teams on campus.

Emily left Armidale in October 
2015 and moved to Walgett where she 
immediately became enamoured with 
the people, community and sunshine. 
Within weeks of moving Emily was 
introduced to Roddy White, local 
personality and builder who, having 
recently completed renovations to a 
bar in town, was unsure as to what to do 
with the space next. Instantly excited by 
the opportunity this presented, Emily 
jumped in with both feet. Three very 
short and hectic weeks later, The Fox, 
Walgett’s very own wine bar, was opened. 

Over the last twelve months, The Fox 
has provided the Walgett district with a 
place to meet and be social, an incredibly 
important component of any rural 
community. With its modern look and 
luxe ambience, you could be forgiven for 
thinking you weren’t in outback NSW.

Following her debut success in 
hospitality and knack for bringing people 
together, Emily recently embarked on 
her next ambitious project.

EX-STUDENT 
PROFILES

In 2010, Emily Wilson graduated from 
KWS with big plans of going to Sydney 
University to study physiotherapy. 

Her life, it seems, couldn’t have taken a 
more different path. 

In 2011, Emily spent the year 
in London, making the most of the 
opportunity the access the world’s 
capital gave her to travel extensively 
throughout Europe. After returning 
home for Christmas, not quite ready to 
settle into studying again, Emily applied 
for a position in the Northern Territory 
as a Jillaroo with Consolidated Pastoral 
Company. What followed in 2012 was 
the most challenging and rewarding year 
spent chasing cows in north Western 
Australia, 200km west of Kununurra,  
an experience Emily ‘absolutely loved!’ 

In 2013, Emily began a Bachelor of 
Business, majoring in Agriculture and 
Economics at The University of New 
England, Armidale. Over the following 
few years, whilst at Robb College, Emily 
immersed herself in University culture 
both socially and academically, involving 

The Chronicle follows up with our Alumni. 

The philosophy behind 
Silo is to create simple, 
real, delicious and 
accessible food to enjoy 
with friends, alongside  
a Toby’s Estate coffee.”

Emily Wilson 
KWS Class of 2010

•••
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EX-STUDENT 
PROFILES

In life, you have to earn the 
opportunities that come to you. 
Luck helps as well, of course, and for 

me, a bit of both was how I came to be a 
boarder at Wolaroi College.

I was born in Canberra before my 
family moved to the Hunter Valley, and 
then to Forster. I’m the oldest of four 
boys and one girl, and my family moved 
from town to town so dad could find 
work as a timber cutter, making sleepers 
for the railway tracks. We were poor 
– very poor – and being an Aboriginal 
family, we had to live out of town. In 
those days, the lives of Aboriginal people 
were still very much under the control of 
the government. •••

I worked hard at school – that’s 
what I mean about forging your own 
opportunities – and so in 1965, I was 
ushered into a small Methodist Church 
by the local Minister in the Mid-North 
Coastal town of Forster. There to meet 
my parents and me was a distinguished 
looking man who was introduced to us 
as David Prest, the Principal of Wolaroi 
College. He came to tell us that I had 
won a scholarship to attend Wolaroi the 
following year.

The scholarship didn’t have one fixed 
amount of funds, instead coming from 
various sources including a group of 
journalists from the Sydney Morning 

Herald (I never found out who they 
were), the Aboriginal Welfare Board and 
a man named Ernest Hearne, who was a 
chemist in Bathurst. That’s the luck part 
– I was fortunate that there were people 
around who were prepared to dip into 
their own pockets to help out kids like 
me, even if they didn’t know me.  
I tracked Mr Hearne down during my 
first year at boarding school to thank 
him. He was a nice old man. He gave me 
ten dollars, a huge amount of money at 
the time, because we were only allowed 
80 cents a week in Year 12. 

In total, three Davis boys won 
scholarships to Wolaroi – one of them 

now trades on the Stock Exchange, and 
another is the Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer with the NSW Aboriginal  
Land Council.

Ironically, the first thing I remember 
about going to boarding school was the 
long train trip there. I’d hopped on the 
11.52pm train from Taree to Sydney.  
In those days, kids who travelled alone 
went looking for the ‘man in blue’ at 
Central Railway Station in Sydney 
when they arrived. He was a type of 
father figure who helped people catch 
their next train. We’d catch the Central 
Western Mail and arrive in Orange at 
1.41pm. The times of the trains are not 
important, of course. The reason  
I remember them, though, is as a young 
Aboriginal boy from Forster I could 
never understand how timetables could 
be so precise. So I memorised timetables 
during those four years of train travel, 
knowing precisely when I would arrive at 
stations like Broadmeadow at Newcastle, 
or the name of the passing train when we 
were forced to pull into a siding. I think 
Wolaroi helped instil that sense of – and 
respect for – precision in me, and it’s 
served me well throughout my career.

On that front, again, I’ve had a mix of 
luck and of making my own luck.

After Year 12 I took a gap year –  
I had no idea what I wanted to do for 
a career, other than be a professional 
surfer. Before too long I decided to 
travel, so with long hair and $40 in my 
pocket – plus a return ticket to New 
Zealand – I headed across the Tasman 
to Brighton, Otago and soon found a job 
in a nail factory. I lived with my former 
French teacher from Wolaroi and his 
wife, who was an author and artist. 

I was in Brighton at the height 
of the Vietnam War and became a 
conscientious objector to military 
service in Vietnam. On my return to 
Australia I threw myself into anti-war 
and anti-apartheid activism. It was 
pretty heady stuff for a young student 
in those days – the anti-Vietnam War 
and the anti-apartheid demonstrations, 
along with opposition to the 1971 South 
African Rugby Union tour, were pretty 
intense. Amidst the activism, I decided 
to enrol in a degree at the University of 
New England, and I continued surfing. 
At the same time, I’d become one of the 
first Aboriginal master scuba divers 
in Australia, with the Professional 
Association of Diving Instructors (PADI).

Before long, I moved to the small 
seaside town of Old Bar on the NSW 
North Coast, and setup my own business 
in the building industry, eventually 
marrying a local Irish-Australian girl 

whom I had met prior to her leaving 
on a seven month overland trip from 
Kathmandu to London.

Then, the luck hit my family in a very 
big way. After a lifetime of hard work, my 
dad won lotto. As unbelievable as it was, 
it didn’t change my parents’ lifestyle all 
that much. My parents built a new home, 
and with their support I was able to 
invest in real estate. I continued to work 
in the building industry as a plasterer.

We raised two children – Haylee and 
Kai. Haylee lives in Berlin, Germany 
and has degrees from the University of 
NSW and the University of Maastricht 
in the Netherlands. Her interests are in 
Human Rights and she has worked with 
the Human Rights Council in Geneva 
and the United Nations in New York. 
Kai works in the film industry and has 
travelled the world for his job, filming 
and photographing surfing events 
and making documentaries. I’m very 
proud of them both, and not really that 
surprised they caught the travel bug –  
I think it’s in the Davis genes.

Whatever you are drawn to 
should be approached with 
conviction and integrity.”

After leaving the building industry,  
I got my first job in health working for 
the National Aboriginal and Islander 
Health Organisation in Melbourne. 
My boss in those days was Shane 
Houston, now Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Indigenous Strategy and Services) at 
the University of Sydney.

A few years later, I was appointed 
CEO of the Aboriginal Medical Service 
at Taree and found myself living back 
at Old Bar. Work and family life were 
juggled with my love of the sea, and I still 
surfed and scuba dived whenever I could. 

I moved to Sydney as a Senior Project 
Officer with the Aboriginal Health and 
Medical Research Council of NSW, 
and then won a scholarship to study 
a Masters in Public Health. Ill health 
prevented me from completing my post 
graduate studies, but my career took me 
back up the coast to the job of Director  
of Aboriginal Health, for the then  
Mid-North Coast Area Health Service.  
Shortly after, I managed the largest 
coordinated care trial in Australia in  
the same region. It was a tough job –  
we had a funds pool of $36 million over 
three years, and we covered five local 
government areas with eight and a half 
thousand Aboriginal people. 

At the end of the trial, I moved to 
Queensland to become the CEO of the 
Cape York Health Council, a community-
controlled health care organisation, 
recognised as the lead agency for 
Indigenous health in the Cape, before  
I finally returned to NSW to work as the 
Director of Land, Policy and Research 
with the New South Wales Aboriginal 
Land Council.

I’m currently now the CEO of 
the Maari Ma Aboriginal Health 
Corporation, based at Broken Hill,  
and have been here for seven years. 
Maari Ma is an extraordinary 
organisation, and regarded as one of  
the leading providers of Aboriginal 
primary health care anywhere in the 
nation. It’s a remarkable honour to  
work for a group like this.

I would encourage students to use 
their creative abilities, be a team player 
and develop their social skills and 
powers of communication. The most 
important things to develop are the best 
skills and the best education. Whatever 
you feel drawn to should be approached 
with conviction and integrity.

Mentoring is something that all 
young people should consider – seek 
out the older people around you (like 
Mr Hearne, my former Wolaroi French 
teacher and others) who can help 
provide guidance for the right path in 
life for you. For my part, I don’t really 
consider that I’ve had a formal mentor. 
That said, I’ve worked with many great 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal men and 
women, and one who certainly stands 
out is the great Rob Riley, an iconic 
Aboriginal activist who helped lead the 
Noonkanbah Station protests in the late 
1970s and early 1980s. Rob was widely 
regarded as one of Australia’s greatest 
Aboriginal leaders, a man known for his 
humility, sense of humour and courage. 
Those three traits are worth developing 
in anyone, and Kinross Wolaroi School 
can help instil them in you, so make the 
most of that opportunity.

The other thing I think it’s really 
important to remember is that luck and 
opportunity pay a part in life, but don’t 
wait around for the luck too much.  
Not everyone wins the lotto.

Bob Davis  
Wolaroi Class of 1969

—  
Bob Davis (far 
right) and the 
Wolaroi College 
Cricket Team
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and the sonic direction of numerous 
television channels and brands. They 
have recorded tracks for – Australia’s 
Next Top Model, The Mole, Australian 
Idol, Australia’s Got Talent and most 
recently the entire soundtrack for 
Channel 10’s Survivor. UV has also 
composed commercial soundtracks for 
big name clients such as Optus, Google, 
Citroen, Toyota, Bonds, UOB Bank,  
and Coca-Cola.

“I’ve always tried to look ahead and 
predict ways that my job might become 
obsolete. I guess that’s why I‘ve gradually 
changed my focus to more commercial 
and corporate work,” said Justin. 

His expertise in the technical has 
led him to Berlin where he wowed 
Native Instruments with his custom-
built music making soft-synth-come-
physical-instrument, the extraordinary 
Okkam-01. He has also recently written  
a demo composition for the new 
Fairlight CMI Series iPhone and iPad 
app. In his spare time he co-hosts a 
science podcast with Australia’s Dr 
Karl Kruszelnicki. Over the past year 
he has travelled to conferences in 
Dubai, Cannes and Singapore with a 
presentation that focuses on the future  
of music technology.

“The job title on my business card 
at the moment is ‘Sonic Technologist’ 
– it’s a kind of catch-all phrase which 
encompasses the way that music and 
technology might work together in the 
future. It’s a vision involving music 
coding (code that creates music), 
artificial intelligence, deep learning  
and machine listening/computer 
audition,” he said. 

Justin has undoubtedly succeeded  
in converting what was a passion, into  
a solid, rewarding and exciting career  
and continues to derive inspiration  
from others who use technology in a 
creative way, enhancing the lives of  
many along the way.

passion when first starting out, so it  
was amazing to see those recordings  
gain traction,” said Justin. 

In 2003 Shave formed the house 
duo Etherfox with Love Tattoo vocalist 
Antigone and signed a single to Ministry 
of Sound called The Whirled you Live. 
The track was licensed in Europe 
and landed on several massive dance 
compilations including Hed Kandi’s 
Beach House. His numerous Top10 UK 
and Top 5 Billboard dance productions 
drew the attention of the godfather of 
French disco, Cerrone, for whom he 
produced two gold status tracks for the 
album Supernature.

Shave also collaborated with breaks 
pioneers Stanton Warriors and ex-
Sugarbabes Mutya Buena during his 
time in the UK.

His most enduring artist relationship 
however, has been with Darren Hayes 
(he of 25 million selling duo Savage 
Garden). During 2007 Shave co-wrote 
and produced Darren Hayes’ solo album 
This Delicate Thing We’ve Made.  
He toured internationally with Hayes  
as Musical Director, rocking stages from 
Moscow to Wembley with his wacky 
keytar antics. Before heading back to 
Sydney, Shave completed producing and 
writing for more tracks on Hayes’ next 
solo album.

Back in Australia, Justin saw both his 
singles for dance act The Potbelleez reach 
gold and platinum status and in 2016 he 
produced their remake of Shout which 
was licensed for a K-mart commercial. 
Most recently he penned and produced 
singing sensation Angel Tairua’s hit 
single Unique (me2u) which was the lead 
track in a massive channel rebrand for 
ABC ME (previously ABC 3).

Uncanny Valley, Shave’s music 
production and publishing company that 
he has spent the past six years building, 
has been responsible for commercials, 
promos, TV series, musical mnemonics 

EX-STUDENT 
PROFILES

Having been given a solid 
grounding in music by his 
parents, Justin’s musical talent 

shone from an early age. After leaving 
KWS in 1991, Justin enrolled in a 
Bachelor of Arts at Sydney University, 
already certain that music would feature 
in his vocation. 

Combining an interest in computers 
and exploring mathematical patterns, 
with his love of music and performance, 
Justin was faced with a wide range 
of potential career options which 
prompted a more multi-disciplinary 
approach to University. Justin chose 
Music, Computer Science, Psychology 
and Pure Maths as subjects within the 
Arts Degree, in the hope they would lead 
towards a career which connected his 
two passions.

“I came to the conclusion that the 
best thing to do would be to arm myself 
with the tools that might eventually 
allow me to use technology in a creative 
way, providing a career path that I could 
follow and enjoy,” said Justin. 

Justin’s musical aptitude has seen 
him collaborate with an extensive list 
of international artists, both co-writing 
and producing. Moving to London in the 
early 2000s provided a ‘make or break’ 
scenario which ultimately paid off. It was 
there that he truly gained his production 
chops. “There’s nothing like the rude 
hard shock of moving to another country 
to force you to really concentrate on 
what you believe will work for your 
career!” he said.

His first breaks were with the Deep 
Forest-esque album Siva Pacifica and 
ARIA nominated [Love] Tattoo. From 
there he landed on Fat Boy Slim’s Live 
at Brighton Beach comp and a second 
single from the album, The Bass has 
Got me Movin, reached #1 in the Club 
Charts and was much sought after for 
commercial synchronisation.
“Dance music production was my 

There is nothing like the rude hard shock of moving  
to another country to force you to really concentrate  
on what you believe will work for your career.”

Justin Shave  
KWS Class of 1991

Justin Shave is one of 
Australia’s pre-eminent 
music producers and 
musical directors who works 
simultaneously in the TV, 
record and advertising 
industries. 
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EX-STUDENT PROFILES

B etween high school and starting 
my career, I was fortunate to have 
travelled the world, exploring 

many countries including Greece, Italy 
and Canada.

Dad was an agricultural pilot, which 
fostered my love of flying and aviation 
from a very young age. I started flying 
helicopters when I was 24 and finished 
my commercial pilot training in 2000. 

A career highlight was working as an 
MPT (Marine Pilot Transfer) pilot to 
large ships out of Gladstone. I have also 
worked in some of the most beautiful 
places around Australia; from Uluru 
to Cairns, as well as both the Gold and 

regulations and legislation. My role is 
also responsible for the development 
and implementation of procedures 
and manuals and for the continual 
professional development of staff.  
I am also the Chief Flying Instructor 
for helicopters. This role mirrors the 
responsibilities I have as Chief Pilot, but 
for the fly school side of our operations.

The role of Chief Flying Instructor 
takes me away from the direct flying 
role that I love so much, but I have great 
pride in seeing our students achieve 
their goals as well as our new staff 
progress their careers. I was helped 
through my career by some very special 
people and I now consider myself very 
fortunate to be in a role where I am able 
to pass it on.

The two loves of my life are my family 
and aviation. I have a wonderful husband 
who is a linesman who works on high 
voltage transmission towers, and two 
awesome little men – Sam, five and 
Charlie, four. My husband and I have a 
healthy respect for the dangers of each 
other’s jobs, often saying goodbye in the 
morning with “Don’t crash” and “Don’t 
fall off a tower.” 

The kids love anything that flies, even 
Pa’s agricultural planes. I am constantly 
reiterating to my two beautiful sons 
that helicopters are far cooler than 
fixed wing planes. But thanks to “Dusty 
Crophopper”, they are hard to convince.

Sunshine Coasts. Throughout this time, 
I also flew from the tip of the Cape to the 
most southern tip of Tasmania and all 
the way to Darwin and Broome on safari. 

In 2007 I became an instructor and 
have been teaching ever since.

Having worked in the industry for 
over 15 years, I am now the Chief Pilot of 
a busy flight training school with bases 
around Australia and overseas.

My role as Chief Pilot keeps me 
very busy; it’s a small title that means 
many things. I work as a line pilot 
dedicated to advanced commercial 
work and am responsible for aligning 
the organisation with government 

My role as Chief Pilot keeps 
me very busy; it’s a small title 
that means many things.”

Johanna Osborne (Nee Adams)  
KWS Class of 1993

Growing up, I always had a sense of adventure and a love  
of the outdoors – I was much better suited to playing netball 
or on the athletics field than being indoors.” 

•••
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ANNOUNCEMENTS IN MEMORIAMBirths

SAM AND ALICE BYRNES  
(nee McClymont) KWS Class of 2003 
The couple married in December 2013. 
After studying and working in Sydney for 
some years, they returned to live in Orange  
in November 2015. On 10 August 2016 
they gave birth to their first child, a little 
girl named Matilda Rosemary. Sam’s 
father Mark is an ex-student of Wolaroi 
and his mother Cherie was a member of 
KWS academic staff for 26 years until her 
retirement in 2014. 

JESSICA LOWE  
KWS Class of 2011  
and Jack Elkins. A daughter, Thea Victoria 
Kate Elkins was born on the 22 May 2016.

Marriages 

EMMA CLIFTON  
KWS Class of 2007 
Married Ben Von Sperl at The Boat House, 
Shelly Beach, Sunday 2 October 2016. 

SARAH ZOLA  
KWS Class of 2010 
Married Greg Wade at Kiama,  
Saturday 8 October 2016.

LIZZY FULLER  
KWS Class of 2002 
Married Sean Ashby at St Marys  
by the sea, Port Douglas,  
Friday 23 September 2016. 

•••

—  
Left to right: Bill 

Clifton, Sarah Clifton, 
Emma Clifton, Jenny 

and Mike Clifton

—  
Left to right: Georgie Quigley, 

Georgie Davidson, Tiffany 
Ruddy, Rebecca Kuklowski, 

Emily Zola and Sarah Zola

VALE

UNA CLARA KEAST 
(NEE MILLS)  
PLC Orange Class of 1928 
Passed away peacefully on 3 October 
2016, at the RSL Veterans’ Retirement 
Village, Narrabeen. Aged 101 years.

Una Clara Keast was born 1915 in 
Tottenham, completing her high school 
education at the former Prebyterian 
Ladies College. From here, she went on 
to study nursing, where she finished her 
training at Orange Base Hospital in 1938.
At the age of 25 and being brought up 
to “honour my God, serve my king and 
salute the flag,” she patriotically enlisted 
as a staff nurse in the A.I.F. As a part of 
the 2/5 Australian General Hospital unit 
(AGH), she set sail upon the Queen Mary 
in October 1940 from Sydney to Bombay.
She served a total of six years with the 
AGH in Palestine, Greece, Eritrea, 
New Guinea and Morotai Island, in 
which during that time, she became 
captain in the Australian Army Nursing 
Service. It was during her captaincy in 
Morotai in 1945 where the Japanese 
surrendered and peace was declared. 
She was discharged 2 April 1946. She 
returned to Australia and went on to 
do her obstetrics as well as become a 
loyal member of the 2/5 Australian 
General Hospital Association which 
was introduced to continue to foster the 
camaraderie and friendships amongst 
the 2/5 members.

REGINALD WALLACE  
MILTON JOHNSON  
1941-2016 
Wolaroi College Class of 1958 

BADEN STANLEY HARRISON 
(NEE KING)  
Wolaroi College Class of 1962

EDGAR BRIAN JONES  
Wolaroi College Class of 1945  
Late of Tullamore.

•••

—  
Una (far left)

—  
Reg Johnson (second from right) 

Raffin Cup Tennis Team 1958
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IN MEMORIAM

Today is a celebration of life, 
one that started from humble 
beginnings, and extended ninety-

one and a half years. That life included 
huge achievements in business, personal 
life and family.

A reference letter came to light and  
I would like to read it for you.

The Rectory, Braidwood 
27 May 1941

To whom it may concern, 

William Stewart has been known to me 
personally for six years.I have frequently 
met him at school, church and in general 
surroundings.

He is a fine lad, trustworthy, active 
and willing to work, with good brains and 
a courteous and obliging disposition. I 
should be glad to speak for him at any time.

Yours sincerely
(Canon) Douglas Blauche

Eulogy contributed by 
William’s daughter Wendy

Dad was born at Braidwood on 15th April 
1925, the younger of twins to George and 
Gladys Stewart of Haeremai Charleyong. 
He weighed just 3 lbs. Dad and his two 
sisters, Doreen and twin Thelma, were 
brought up during the depression of  
the early 1930’s. His dad would walk  
for miles to go to a shearing job to bring 
in extra income. Dad’s mother, a city-
born girl, gave up a clerical job to live  
in the country.

School apparently was a little hit 
and miss, and sometimes there were 
correspondence lessons. Dad did not 
really like school; reading and spelling 
were not his strong suit, although he did 
well with maths.

VALE

WILLIAM GEORGE (BILL) STEWART 
Chairman of The School Council 1975, 
1977-1979 
Passed away after a short illness  
on 23 November 2016.

Living on the farm in the early thirties 
did not lend itself to holidays by the 
beach but there was an occasional visit 
to Sydney to see cousins. Summer spent 
swimming in the Mongarlowe river was 
much better than school!

Dad had a pony called Blackie of  
whom he was very proud. He rode in his 
first show when he was five.

Dad joined the Airforce in July 1943. 
He had just turned 18. He did a lot of his 
training in and around Kingaroy and 
Maleny in Qld. He went overseas and  
then the war ended. He did manage to  
see a bit of the world. His date of 
discharge was July 1946.

Before the war Dad worked in a bank 
at Cootamundra, and at that time met 
a young lady, Betty Jean Armour. They 
were both just 16 years old. During the 
war they went their separate ways, and 
met up again after the war. They courted 

As a few years went on they had three 
caring girls, Wendy, Fay and Tina. 
Brought up to be independent, we are 
scattered far and wide, although the 
draw to “Cornwall” was always strong.

Growing up, we three girls were 
involved in the everyday running of  
“Cornwall”, doing the usual chores: 
bringing in the cows and calves, lamb 
marking, bringing in the hay, drenching, 
and of course dipping sheep, either 
Christmas Eve, Boxing Day or New Year’s 
Eve. Just another day on the farm…

There were times we would look after 
“Cornwall” when Mum and Dad went 
to shows, keeping an eye on the lambing 
ewes, helping when needed, and feeding 
the dogs.

I also remember Dad as a member of 
the Bush Fire Brigade, being called away 
suddenly to attend bush fires. In summer 
he always had the water tank on the back 
of the truck full and ready to go. Because 
of the bush fire danger, Mum and Dad did 
not go anywhere at Christmas, so we girls, 
partners and children would descend 
upon “Cornwall”. As more grandchildren 
came along, there were caravans set up in 
the surrounds, with some of the children 
putting up tents. This was tent city for 
a few days of country living for the “city 
kids”. Helping out, the grandchildren 
enjoyed going for rides on the tractor, 
truck, the motor bike, and then swimming 
in the dam.

There were lots of get-togethers 
with friends, and many barbecues with 
the Middletons, Cutlers, Glassons and 
Woodhams to name but a few.

In 1970 Fay and Tina nominated Dad 
for Father of the Year competition run 
by the CWD. They had to write a poem, 
which subsequently won, so it was off  
for a trip with East West Airlines to spend 
a week at the Royal Antler Hotel  
at Narrabeen. There were 450 entries 
from children who thought their Dad  
was the greatest.

Dad was a community-minded person, 
with extensive involvement with the 
Masonic Lodge in Orange and Millthorpe 
since 1948. In 1957 and 1958 he was 
Worshipful Master of the Lodge, and in 
1965 and 1966 was District Inspector of 
Workings, which gave him the honour to 
receive the debutantes at the ball. He was 
involved also for quite a few years with 
Kinross Wolaroi as a council member, 
being Chairman at the time of the 
amalgamation between PLC and Wolaroi.

A very active member of Legacy, Dad 
was president 2001-2002. He was very 
involved with assisting war widows,  
who fell under his charm as he brightened 
their day. He was also a Member of 

Probus, enjoying the various meetings 
and outings.

The Grandchildren held a special 
place in his heart: Bianca, Michael, Amy, 
Felicity and Julia. All have grown into 
young people of whom he was very proud. 
The help and guidance given to them will 
be remembered always.

Michael, being the only male, loved his 
time on the farm, and would look forward 
to staying during the school holidays.  
He was at “Cornwall” on the very snowy 
day of the clearing sale.

Great-grandchildren then came along: 
Zara and Stella, Eva, Pippa and Layla. 
Their visits to Orange in the past few 
years, though not often, brought him 
great joy.

“Cornwall” was sold in 2000, and Mum 
and Dad moved to the big smoke, a lovely 
house, with lots of surrounds to make into 
beautiful gardens. The roses and other 
shrubs and trees are a credit to lots of 
hard work. At the moment Dad’s roses are 
putting on a spectacular display.

Both Mum and Dad went on various 
trips overseas and around Australia, with 
special visits to New Zealand to visit Tina. 
From 2000-2010 there was an annual trip 
to the beach at Noosa, where they caught 
up with Qld family and other friends 
escaping the cold of Orange.

A very brave person has been our 
Dad in the last few years, dealing with 
caring for Mum, failing eyesight and old 
age in general. He loved his little trips 
to Duntryleague, where he entertained 
his friends, and was spoilt by the staff. 
Without outside help from Orange 
Regional Nursing, his time would not 
have been as comfortable.

As saddened as we are by his passing, 
we will remember his full life, caring for 
family and hospitality to his friends.  
A legacy has been left, three successful 
and independent daughters, five excellent 
grandchildren, and five special little 
great-granddaughters.

Through all of their time together, 
65yrs, Mum and Dad were an enduring 
partnership based on love and respect, 
surrounded by women as he liked it, 
with Michael to keep him focused on the 
country and Bianca in the past few years 
his computer eyes.

Soft as butter, hard as nails, old school. 
We were brought up correctly. Dad was a 
hard task-master on himself and others, 
but a true gentleman.

He claimed to have had a fortunate life.

and were married 23rd April 1949. They 
moved to “Cornwall”, at that time known 
as the Trig because of the Trig Station at 
the top of the hill.

Coming to the area with his new 
bride, they were able to build a life for 
themselves forging a living from the land. 
Dad did a wool classing course, and would 
often go to other shearing sheds to class 
wool, as well as his own.  

The Dorset and Poll Dorset Stud 
started about 1960 on the Lindsbury 
bloodlines. At the time of the dispersal, 
they had been breeding Dorset sheep 
about 34 yrs.  During that time they 
had won many prizes at major shows, 
including Champions at Sydney, 
Melbourne and Albury.

Their bloodlines have had a great 
influence on other studs, and their 
progeny is still enjoying success. Mum 
and Dad met many people during that 
time, with close bonds being formed.

—  
Bill and his 

wife Betty
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KWS EX-STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
2017 REUNIONS

FROM THE 
ARCHIVES

Please note that KWS Day (previously KWS Fair Day) will 
also be held on Saturday 4 March. Invitations with further 
details and a proposed itinerary for the weekend’s activities 
will be posted and emailed to ex-students eight weeks prior 
to the reunion date.

If you would like to be a reunion co-ordinator for your year,  
and for all reunion queries, please contact  
sperkins@kws.nsw.edu.au or telephone (02) 6392 0435.

Class of 2012:  
5 Year Reunion 

Class of 2007:  
10 Year Reunion

Class of 2002:  
15 Year Reunion 

Class of 1997:  
20 Year Reunion

weekends this year. Saturday is almost 
fully occupied with sport…town or WAS 
competitions. On Saturday evenings, 
leisure time activities predominate. 
There are various organised activities: 
a social, the movies, ten-pin bowling; 
the indoor recreation centre is open 
to Seniors as well as family members. 
Years 10, 11 and 12 are allowed to visit 
downtown Orange on dinner leave, and 
many avail themselves of this privilege. 
And finally, there are often videos in 
the House for those who simply want to 
relax after a strenuous program of study 
and sport all week. 

Sunday morning is devoted to Chapel 
and prep. Afternoons and evenings are 
free; some boarders simply prefer to laze 
around their own site, whilst the most 
energetic ones are actively involved in 
squash, billiards, tennis, basketball or 
gymnastics to mention a few options, at 
the indoor recreation centre. Both the 
boys and girls have equal access to the Rec 
Centre, as the school buses travel to and 
from both sites on a regular basis.

Because the library has been open  
two evenings a week, and Sunday 
afternoons this year, the more serious 
academic students have been able 
to continue their research quietly in 
harmonious surroundings. 

The Boarding School  
From The Tower, 1989 
Mrs Robyne Ridge

1989 saw a number of new faces on both 
boarding sites. We sadly farewelled Mrs 
Ryan from Loader House at the end of 
1988. Mrs Ryan was the Foundation 
Housemistress of Loader House, and 
under her aegis the family functions 
were commenced. Mrs Ryan has been 
missed and we wish her happiness in her 
well-deserved retirement. Miss Moon 
was appointed to succeed Mrs Ryan and 
the staffing structure of Loader House 
was changed. The House has continued 
to flourish throughout 1989; its smaller 
size means that everyone knows each 
other really well…(is that good or bad?).

With the opening of Croagh Patrick 
House at the beginning of this year we 
welcomed Mr and Mrs Charlton and 
Mr and Mrs Thomas to our Boarding 
staff. Croagh Patrick has been an 
advantageous addition to our Boys’ 
Boarding Houses as it has enabled us  
to share senior responsibilities amongst 
more boys – a training ground for  
future leaders.

In December 1988, the School 
finalised leasing arrangements for 
Croagh Patrick, located a short walk 
from the Wolaroi Site on Park St, East 
Orange. Croagh Patrick would remain a 
boarding facility at KWS until 1993 when 
the regrettable decision was made to 
close the boy’s boarding house. 

The “Croaghie” boys technically live 
on the Wolaroi Site, and they have all 
their meals in the Wolaroi Dining Room, 
but each afternoon they can escape “up 
the hill”, away from the site of lessons. 
The boys seem to like that. 

The girls from PLC, too, have this 
advantage; the bus trip to and from 
PLC removes them from the “school” 
atmosphere each day. The girls enjoy  
the relative freedom of being away  
from the School, the absence of bells  
and no classrooms.

Boarders lead very busy lives, and 1989 
has been no exception. “Prep” each night 
is essential, one hour for the Preparatory 
School boarders, two hours for Years 7 and 
8 and three hours formal prep for Years 
9-12. Most of the seniors complete more 
than the requisite three hours, as their 
dorms are equipped with study desks. 

During prep time, not only is the 
homework completed, but the set study 
time each night allows boarders to 
develop a study timetable. Working out 
a personal study timetable is one of the 
most important features of prep. Each 
student is encouraged to work on his/
her own timetable, as different people 
have different needs with regard to 
study timetables. During prep time, the 
importance of individual achievement  
is emphasised. 

After prep there is some time to 
organise for the next day, write letters 
home and queue for the phone. The 
telephone is in fact, the bete noire of 
Boarding Houses, as it is in almost 
constant demand. It is a source of both 
pleasure and irritation as most families 
seem to prefer instant communication 
with the telephone, rather than through 
letters. During 1989, Boarders have again 
been encouraged to write home weekly, 
enclosing a copy of the Family Bulletin 
which is published each Wednesday. This 
newsletter enables all parents to keep 
informed about happenings at School.
Boarders have been very busy on 

Boarders Keep Busy  
From The Tower, 1989

Class of 1992:  
25 Year Reunion

Class of 1987:  
30 Year Reunion

Class of 1982:  
5 Year Reunion

Class of 1977:  
40 Year Reunion

The 2017 reunions will be held in Orange 
at The Hotel Canobolas on Saturday 4 
March 2017 at 6.30pm.

Class of 1972:  
45 Year Reunion

Class of 1967:  
50 Year Reunion
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