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INTRODUCTION
As we enter the second half of 2017, we reflect on 
our collective achievements as a school during 
the first half of the year under the direction of 
new Principal, Dr Andrew Parry. To date, most 
notably, has been the focus on The Regional 
Engagement Enterprise (TREE) and developing 
an engaging, multi-faceted program at KWS 
that will make learning relevant and provide 
opportunities for our students to connect with 
their local community.

We are delighted to officially launch TREE in 
this edition of The Chronicle and acknowledge 
the vision and teamwork that has gone into 
developing this innovative program. Effective 
teamwork, as we know, is an important aspect  
of any organisation’s success, the benefits of 
which most notably blend the complementary 
strengths and skills of its members which in turn 
create a broader sense of ownership and potential 
for achievement.

 School Council, Dr Parry and our Senior 
Management Team and staff collaborating 
on the program are committed to ensuring its 
success and believe that TREE will provide our 
students with unique, challenging and relevant 
experiences that will effectively aid in the  
process of their learning.

In this edition we also acknowledge the 
achievements of our students, staff and alumni, 
all of whom collectively make up the KWS 
community. We acknowledge the ongoing 
commitment of the School to the CamKids charity 
and our School leaders who recently embarked on 
a trip to Cambodia to visit ‘Grade Kinross’ – the 
cohort of students that KWS continues to support. 
We hope you enjoy reading about the ever-
evolving programs and innovations at the School 
including the iSTEM and Preparatory School 
Wellbeing initiatives, and reliving some of the 
events and successes from the first half of 2017.
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experiences that will make learning 
relevant and provide practical 
applications drawn from the world 
around us. 

It was the belief of Rev E A Bennett, 
Headmaster of Wolaroi College from 
1941-49, that “One of the most difficult 
tasks of an educator is to make (his) 
pupils realise that what they do today is 
going to influence what they will do and 
be in fifty years’ time”.

This statement is as relevant today 
as it ever was as we build upon the 
foundations of the past to create exciting 
and fulfilling futures.

To date, 2017 has seen us focus 
upon developing an engaging, multi-
faceted program and establishing many 
connections and exploring potential 
opportunities with our regional 
community. Thorough planning will 
ensure this initiative has a sustainable, 
robust and dynamic future.

I must acknowledge the progressive 
vision of our program Director, Mr 
Tom Riley, who along with our Project 
Officer, Ms Jodie Haydon, have shown 
an enthusiasm, passion and creativity 
that will establish the KWS Regional 
Engagement Enterprise as truly a 
leading national educational initiative • 

Dr Andrew Parry
Principal — KWS

AN EXCITING AND FULFILLING FUTURE
inross Wolaroi’s Regional 
Engagement Enterprise 
represents a bold and 
innovative initiative.  
It will provide a 
distinctive educational 
offering designed to 
increase the relevance  
of the school curriculum 
by engaging students  

with our community. 
As we aspire to be a centre of regional 

educational excellence, this distinctive 
and pioneering curriculum will  
establish KWS as a national leader in  
the education sphere.

Students of today face a future of 
rapid and dynamic change characterised 
by increasing innovation and 
technological advancement associated 
with the digital revolution. 

The Committee for Economic 
Development of Australia (2015)  
found that developments in computers, 
robotics and machine learning 
algorithms mean that almost 58% of 
jobs in Australia have a medium to high 
probability of being substituted with 
computers in the next few decades.

As educators we must equip our 
students with the transferable skills 
required to navigate this Brave New 
World. The Regional Engagement 
Enterprise will provide learning 

K

This year sees the launch of The Regional Engagement 
Enterprise (TREE) and builds upon the foundations of 
the past to create an exciting and fulfilling future.
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The Regional Engagement 
Enterprise will provide 
learning experiences that 
will make learning relevant 
and provide practical 
applications drawn from 
the world around us.” 

3 — JULY  2017

K I N R O S S  WO L A R O I  S C H O O L



TREE INITIATIVE – A TRUE MODEL  
OF TEAMWORK IN ACTION
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s we celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
the coming together of three Christian 
denominations to form the Uniting Church of 
Australia, it’s an opportunity to reflect on the 
power of effective teamwork.

We see it in action at Kinross Wolaroi School 
every day – our delightful Kindergarten Choir 
working together to mesmerise the audience at 
our recent Community Concert; the precision 
of our rowing crews on the National stage; our 

passionate and highly skilled Cadet staff ensuring our students 
safely conquer the challenges of the sheerest cliffs; our students 
bouncing ideas off each other in class; our grounds staff 
developing our magnificent gardens; our Foundation members 
working together over many years to secure the school’s future; 
my fellow School Council members providing specialist input 
and invaluable support throughout the year.

As you turn the pages of this edition of The Chronicle you’ll 
see many more examples of what can be achieved through the 
harnessing of each other’s skills to work towards a single vision. 

If our students leave KWS understanding  
the exponential benefits of working 
effectively alongside others as a team,  
they will be ahead of the game.”

So I hope you’ll be inspired by the potential of our TREE 
initiative – a true model of teamwork in action. This started as 
a simple concept put forward by your School Council. Dr Parry 
and our Senior Management Team and staff have run with 
it and it has evolved into something we believe will provide 
a distinctively KWS framework for the future. Its integrated 
design will not only harness our region’s strengths, it aims to 
engage each and every student, all members of the KWS family 
and the broader community. 

Your School Council looks forward to watching  
The Regional Engagement Enterprise develop as a strategic  
plank for the future – a program showcasing excellence  
in regional education •

Christine McIntosh
Chair — KWS School Council

Kinross Wolaroi School’s TREE initiative is  
a true model of teamwork in action, inspiring 
a framework for the future.

A
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COMMISSIONING SERVICE

Kinross Wolaroi School’s values and virtues underpin  
the motto Scientia Amicitia Integritas (Knowledge, 
Friendship and Integrity).

n Friday 10 February,  
UCA Moderator NSW/
ACT, Rev Myung 
Hwa Park, formally 
commissioned Dr Andrew 
Parry PhD, MPhil, MEd, 
BEd, RE Cert as the 
incoming Principal of 
Kinross Wolaroi School 
before an audience in the 

Derek Pigot Auditorium, comprising 
School Council, students, staff, family 
and friends. 

After an emotional Welcome to 
Country from Year 12 student, Matthew 
Coffee, Rev Myung Hwa Park greeted 
guests and Chair of School Council, 
Mrs Christine McIntosh, who gave 
the Chair’s Introduction. A Prayer of 
Thanksgiving by KWS Chaplain, UCA 
Pastor Philip Worrad, was followed by 

the Liturgy of the Word and Sermon 
presented by UCA Minister of Orange, 
Rev Andrew Cunningham. 

Mrs Christine McIntosh then 
presented Dr Parry to Rev Myung Hwa 
Park for the formal Commissioning, 
comprising a Promises and Symbols 
ceremony and Blessings which included 
the Laying-On of Hands.

Dr Parry became the 19th Principal 
of the School, joining the distinguished 
company of the illustrious leaders whose 
drive and devotion have established the 
platform from which the School can 
flourish in its next stage of evolution. 
The history of the School documents 
the legacy of its Principals who have 
presided over the college during exciting 
or critical periods – a world at war, 
rural recession or when the School 
was rescued from certain closure by an 
amalgamation. The School is known for 
its ability to change and to adapt; not one 
of its former Principals has been able to 
rest on their laurels or the reputation 
earned by their predecessor. 

Wolaroi has always been a 
progressive school. Never 
afraid to take a risk and 
always prepared to be 
forward in its thinking.”
Wolaroi College Orange – A Pictorial History 
John C Potts

Neither was Miss Ina Miller, Principal 
PLC Orange, 1936-1969, opposed to 
progress, “being in fact one of the highly 
educated pioneer group of the 20’s and 

—  
Dr Andrew Parry with former Chair –  
KWS School Council, Mr Tony Cheney
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30’s who held unswervingly  
to the belief that girls of sufficient  
ability were capable of reaching the  
same high academic standard of boys  
and of entering the professions on  
an equal footing.”
Presbyterian Ladies’ College Orange –  
A Journal. Muriel Butt 

The most precious  
element of any school or 
community is its human 
resources. A School is 
so much more than a 
collection of buildings;  
it is a shared collection of 
ideas and ideals, of values 
and cultural history. But 
most of all, it is a collection 
of people; a community 
where students, teachers 
and parents lie at its heart.”
Dr Andrew Parry

—  
Rev Myung Hwa Park addresses the School

Following the commissioning,  
Dr Parry addressed the School with 
a warm and moving speech which 
made special mention of the strength 
of community at Kinross Wolaroi 
School and the significant contribution 
of his predecessors, particularly the 
outstanding legacy of Mr Brian Kennelly, 
Principal of KWS from 2007-2016. 

“The most precious element of any 
school or community is its human 
resources. A School is so much more 
than a collection of buildings; it is a 
shared collection of ideas and ideals, 
of values and cultural history. But 
most of all, it is a collection of people; 
a community where students, teachers 
and parents lie at its heart.”

Dr Parry acknowledged the values 
and virtues that underpin the Kinross 
Wolaroi School motto Scientia Amicitia 
Integritas (Knowledge, Friendship and 
Integrity) and made mention of the  
focus for the future which he described 
as “the development of innovative  
programs to extend and better engage 
our students and provide them with an 
understanding of their place in the  
world as global citizens.”

Following the benediction, the formal 
procession comprising the UCA 
Moderator, Chair of School Council 
and KWS Chaplain left the Derek 
Pigot Auditorium to the School and 
Recessional Hymns performed by the 
KWS String Quartet. The service was 
followed by morning tea in the staff 
common room.

—  
Dr Andrew Parry  
with his wife, Josephine
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OUR PRINCIPALS OVER THE LAST 130 YEARS

WEYMOUTH  
HOUSE

WOLAROI 
GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL

WOLAROI 
COLLEGE

PRESBYTERIAN 
LADIES’  
COLLEGE  
(PLC)  
ORANGE

KINROSS  
SCHOOL

KINROSS 
WOLAROI 
SCHOOL

1886-1893 
Mr T H Richards

1926-1940 
Mr Stanley G Brown

1941-1949 
Rev Edgar A Bennett

1950-1962 
Rev Douglas A Trathen

1928-1931 
Mrs Eleanor Linck

1932-1936 
Miss Dorothy Knox

1936-1969 
Miss Ina Miller

1973-1974 
Mr David Loader

1975-1978 
Mr David Loader

1893-1904 
Mr T H Richards
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With the advent of each new Principal throughout the history of KWS has come a renewed view of the School, its direction  
and its place within the community. The underlying values and traditions however have remained steadfast, a testament  
to the contribution and resolute commitment of each of our past Principals.”

1963-1968 
Mr David H Prest

1969-1972 
Mr Peter Brownie

1973-1974 
Mr Robert W Buntine

1969-1971 
Miss Isobel Taylor

1971-1972 
Mr David Loader

1978-2001 
Mr Allan Anderson

2017-Present 
Dr Andrew Parry

2002-2006 
Rev David Williams

2007-2016 
Mr Brian Kennelly

1904-1912 
Rev A J Rolfe

1913-1924 
Mr C R Campbell

1924-1925 
Mr N Connell
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THE REGIONAL ENGAGEMENT 
ENTERPRISE (TREE)
2017 marks the establishment of  
The Regional Engagement Enterprise 
(TREE), Kinross Wolaroi School’s  
new agribusiness initiative.
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his pioneering enterprise 
will provide contextual, 
cross-curricular, 
community-based learning 
experiences for all students 
from Kindergarten to Year 
12 at KWS. 

Agriculture has been 
an integral part of Kinross 
Wolaroi School’s history as 

seen in the purchase, development and 
success of the school farms, the Cow and 
Calf program, the Shorthorn and Angus 
Studs, and the Cattle Team to name  
a few examples. 

As the Central West’s agricultural 
enterprises continue to diversify, so too 
must our approach to providing regional 
opportunities for all our students. It 
is paramount that KWS build upon its 

T
successful foundations to continue to 
provide a dynamic, evolving educational 
environment that is rich in local flavour.

Student involvement will be 
immensely varied and may include 
programming the use of drones and 
autonomous machinery in iSTEM; 
conducting statistical analysis in 
mathematics on cropping trials or the 
rate of growth in our commercial herd;  
or growing, cooking, marketing and 
selling produce from the School’s 
agriculture plot in TAS, Business Studies 
and Food Technology. Regardless of 
their field of involvement, all students 
will get an opportunity to showcase 
their talents and to learn more of the 
opportunities available to them after 
school, something which is especially 
important for those students who come 

from agricultural backgrounds and who 
seek the opportunity to expand their skills 
exploring agribusiness in a hands-on way. 

‘Future-proofing’ our student body 
to possess transferable skills is vitally 
important. The students of today will 
need to be able to adapt to change, 
have an entrepreneurial spirit and be 
excellent communicators if they are 
to succeed in an ever-changing and 
developing occupational field. 

TREE focuses on holistically educating 
the individual through its Co-curricular, 
Pastoral and Academic Strands. Our 
Co-curricular Strand will continue the 
showcasing of our traditionally successful 
cattle team, together with a new Farmers’ 
Market presence, selling local produce 
that the students have had a hand in 
growing and developing. 

One of the most difficult 
tasks of the educator is to 
make his pupils realise that 
what they do today is going 
to influence what they will 
do and be in fifty years’ 
time; that the foundations 
laid this year will be asked 
to carry the loads of the 
next generation and that 
the children of the twenty-
first century will prosper  
or fail at least partly by 
what today’s school pupils 
are doing with their time 
and talents.”
Rev E A Bennett, Headmaster’s Report 1947, 
Wolaroi College

•••
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CO-CURRICULAR PASTORAL

PARTNERSHIPS IMMERSIONS EXPERIENCES

TREE PROGRAM  
STRUCTURE

ACADEMIC

In Boarding, the Pastoral Strand allows 
there to be further opportunities for 
our students to have the reminders of 
home, with new fruit and vegetable plots 
at PLC, together with a chook shed and 
a redevelopment and diversification of 
the Wolaroi Agriculture plot. Weekend 
workshops using our seasonal produce 
will also be on offer, such as shearing and 
cooking courses, together with pickling 
and preserving tutorials. 

The greatest focus, however, will be 
the development of the Academic Strand 
of TREE. This will span the entirety 
of the school and looks to capture the 

wonder of our student body. Rich and 
diverse experiences, incorporating the 
use of the 485 hectares of school farms 
at Blayney, will be provided in each year 
of the School. These will be delivered 
collaboratively with partnered external 
providers, sourced from the School and 
the Central West’s varied and successful 
community. Student-led research and 
development will be the focus of each 
project, encouraging our student body 
to develop their love of learning in a 
local context. The Academic Strand will 
culminate with a small number of prized 
and unique internships for the most 

interested students in Year 11. 
Pilot projects have started in earnest, 
with a full launch in Term 4 ready for the 
2018 academic year. A student-managed 
blog scheduled for release later in the year 
will keep you regularly updated; please 
look out for its arrival.

A school is only as solid as its 
foundations and ours is rooted in the 
people who support and nurture it.  
As such, if your family and/or business 
would like to be involved in any aspect of 
The Regional Engagement Enterprise,  
we would be delighted to hear from you •
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VEGGIE CENTRAL
Inspiring a sense of learning  
and community.

he health and wellbeing 
benefits of gardening 
have long been 
documented, with 
many well-researched 
studies showing both 
the physical and mental 
health gains associated 
with the simple act of 
getting our hands dirty 

and connecting with nature. As our 
lives become increasingly obsessed 
with technology, the role nature plays 
is forming the basis of many studies 
into health and wellbeing, one of which 
recently took place in the Netherlands 
and ascertained that gardening is better 
at relieving stress than many other 
relaxing leisure activities.

T
•••
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The Preparatory School vegetable 
garden, renamed ‘Veggie Central’ 
following a competition late last year,  
has been in operation for over 10 
years and provides students with a 
harmonious place to relax and learn, 
connecting them with both nature 
and each other. The result has been a 
strengthened and enhanced sense of 
community within the Prep School, 
with students, teachers and parents 
coming together on a voluntary basis to 
help dig, water, plant, weed and harvest 
for approximately 20 minutes during 
lunchtime, two times a week.

“Veggie Central provides a place  
for students to be physically active, 
engage with students from other grades, 
work together in teams, be inquisitive 
and learn more about gardening and 
simple food production, all of which 
support the wellbeing of our students,” 
says teacher and Prep School Chaplain, 
Mrs Kate Bracks.

Teachers have reported that students 
have a notably more settled approach 
to learning in the afternoons following 
a lunchtime session in the garden, 
returning to class with a renewed 
enthusiasm and an increased energy  
for learning. 

“We have noticed that group time  
in the garden has been of benefit to  
many of our prep students who return  
to class with a renewed energy and  
focus. Students are more engaged with  
a fulfilled sense of achievement,” says  
Mrs Bracks.

The glory of gardening: 
hands in the dirt, head in 
the sun, heart with nature.  
To nurture a garden is to 
feed not just the body,  
but the soul.”
Alfred Austin (1835-1913) – English poet

In line with the School’s Wellbeing 
Program and ethos of providing a secure 
and happy setting for students, ‘Veggie  
Central’ actively caters for a variety 
of interests and abilities across all 
year groups. In addition to planting, 
growing and harvesting, a component 
of entrepreneurship is also encouraged, 
with students taking pleasure in peddling 
produce to teachers and parents at the 
round garden for a nominal amount, 
which helps to purchase plant food and 
seedlings. When there is an abundance 
of produce, students involved in the 
garden are invited to take it home to their 
families. At other times, the produce 
grown is cooked at the School, further 
demonstrating and reinforcing a paddock-
to-plate philosophy.

Currently, Veggie Central is home 
to several winter crops including a few 
varieties of peas, broad beans, cauliflower, 
broccoli, cabbage, shallots and red onions, 
many of which were donated by the 
students themselves. The students are  
also preparing a new garden bed where 
they plan to grow some berries.

Mrs Kate Bracks says, “It’s wonderful 
to see students, parents and staff from all 
grades working together so productively” •

—  
Mrs Kate Bracks 
and students  
tend to the plants 
at ‘Veggie Central’
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—  
Industrial Technology teacher,  
Mr David de Bruyn

Kinross Wolaroi School introduced iSTEM 
in 2017 to further develop students’ skills 
and knowledge for the future with a focus 
on innovation.

FACILITATING AN 
AUSTRALIAN FIRST: 
SIMULATED SPACE WALK

his year saw the introduction of iSTEM 
(integrated Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics) as a Year 9 elective at Kinross 
Wolaroi School. STEM disciplines focus on 
innovation through the use of creativity, research, 
collaborative engagement and inquiry based 
learning. They have been widely noted for their 
importance to future economic growth and the 
well-being of Australia, with research indicating 
that 75% of the fastest growing occupations will 

require iSTEM skills and knowledge in the future.
The Year 9 iSTEM course began with students exploring the 

fundamentals in two main areas of study: 
— Basic electrical principles through to complex coding of 
Arduino technologies
— Mechanical principles through the disassembly, sectioning 
and re-assembly of a single cylinder engine

Excitingly, the Year 9 course will culminate at the end of 
the year with an Australian first which will see KWS iSTEM 
Students complete a simulated spacewalk (Extravehicular 
Activity – EVA) in the Eric Solling Memorial Swimming 
Pool (NBL – Neutral Buoyancy Lab), to repair or set up an 
experiment on a full size replica of the International Space 
Station’s (ISS) Express Logistic Carrier (ELC 1). 

Since the 1980’s NASA has used a neutral-buoyancy training 
facility to successfully train astronauts for numerous missions.

During the EVA, students will monitor the astronaut’s 
vital signs through biometric sensors (ECG, heart rate, blood 
pressure, oxygen saturation levels) attached to an Arduino. 
Through an LCD interface or Mission Control, with the aid of 
coding, students will collect, analyse and if necessary, act on 
the live data collected from each of the biometric sensors.

T
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Prior to the EVA and throughout the 
duration of the year, students will 
be required to design and construct 
neutrally buoyant tools to be used 
during their EVA. The tools will be 
used to aid in the repair or attachment 
of their experiment to ELC 1. To make 
these tools, students will be required 
to use a variety of technologies 
ranging from traditional methods 
through to using the laser cutter 
and 3D printer. CAD/CAM skills 
will also be acquired and developed 
throughout this process.

In order to ensure the execution 
and subsequent success of the EVA, 
several local, regional and state-based 
industries have been enlisted for their 
contribution, expertise and support. 

INDUSTRY 

Marine 

Health and  
Biomedical 

Manufacturing  
and Engineering

Technology  
Equipment

Manufacturing 

INPUT 

Dive Instructor 

Nurse Educator 
 

Manufacture of  
ELC1 Replica

Laser Cutter for  
Tool Manufacture

Dry Suit (Space Suit)

BUSINESS/SUPPORTER 

Mr Aaron Suthers 

Ms Sonya Robertson  
(nee Quirk) – KWS Class of 
1992 – Orange Health Service

Mr Mackenzie Thomson – 
KWS Class of 2016

Mr Rob Thompson –  
LST Group

Mr Martin Owen – 
Oceansuits, Hallam, Victoria

New and more exciting ideas are being 
planned for the Year 10 iSTEM course 
where the theme of Gold Exploration 
will be formally taught during 
units on Motion and Mechatronics. 
Autonomous vehicles and drones will 
be extensively used throughout the 
first half of the year, with students 
designing and developing their own 
major project in the second half of the 
year. The proposed STEM exhibition 
at the School at the end of 2018 will 
provide a structured forum for our 
students to showcase their work •

STEM disciplines focus on innovation through the use of creativity, 
research, collaborative engagement and inquiry based learning.”

—  
Neutral Buoyancy Laboratory  
in Houston, Texas 
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Following the success of 
KWS Day earlier this year, 
and thanks to the tireless 
work, contribution and 
enthusiasm of our parent 
body, a staggering $25,000 
was raised by the P&F and 
donated to the School towards 
the purchase of the School’s 
new laser cutter. 

digital production 
technology that uses a 
laser to cut materials, 
laser cutting is typically 
used for industrial 
manufacturing 
applications. Due to their 
flexibility and ease of use 
however, laser cutters are 
increasingly being used 

by schools as a tool for developing and 
implementing ideas for prototypes and in 
the set-up and creation of mock objects.

The technology of the School’s new 
laser cutter enables drawings and 
designs to be sent directly from Adobe 
software, with which many of our 
students are already familiar, to the 
cutter. This enables the most delicate 
angles to be produced with the  
highest precision.

The School took delivery of the laser 
cutter earlier this term, after which 
installation took place ensuring the 
correct set-up of the extraction system. 
Staff member, Mr Chris Dyet from the 
School’s property team, liaised extensively 
with electricians during this time.
A comprehensive training day was then 
organised by Mr David de Bruyn for 
the enthusiastic STEM teaching staff 
including Prep School staff member, 

EQUIPPING OUR SCHOOL  
FOR THE FUTURE

Mr Mark Whitehead. Mr Matt Thomas, 
our School’s artist in residence, was 
instrumental in teaching the staff how to 
use Adobe Illustrator, the key program in 
preparing files for cutting. 

Recognising the amazing potential 
of the laser cutter, art staff are now 
integrating the machine into their 
teaching practices. 

Tharni-Jo Parkinson, a Year 12 boarder 
from Broken Hill, is making use of the 
laser cutter to create her Body of Work 
for the HSC. Inspired by artist Michael 
Murphy, Tharni-Jo is creating a series of 
portraits, made up of three dimensional 

layers, that when viewed from the correct 
angle form images of her family. Tharni-
Jo’s work is inspired by themes of identity 
and culture. Her work features images 
of her cousin and grandparents. The 
complex elements of Tharni-Jo’s work  
are made possible by the laser cutter. 

On behalf of the School, special thanks 
go to the P&F for their generous donation 
of funds and to Mr de Bruyn for his efforts 
in securing the laser cutter, an integral 
part of the STEM classroom’s wide range 
of equipment •

—  
Tharni-Jo Parkinson with teachers, Mr Bill Tink and Mr David de Bruyn and P&F President,  
Ms Siobhain Harvey and P&F Secretary, Ms Donna McIntyre
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MATHS INSIDE
Enhancing Maths Engagement.

I
n response to the significant  
recent decline in the number of 
students opting to participate 
in advanced mathematics and 
science in high school and 
university, Kinross Wolaroi 
School, in consultation with Dr 
Marco Angelini, Project Manager, 
School of Mathematical and 
Physical Sciences at the University 

of Technology (UTS), has recently 
embarked on a research project which 
aims to assist students to engage more 
positively in mathematical activities.

By addressing the urgent need for 
improved engagement in mathematics, 
the Maths Inside project aims to equip 
teachers with resources that help 
bring maths to life for senior school 
students and help highlight the role of 
mathematics in society and how it can  
be used to solve real and pressing  
world problems.

Working together with CSIRO and the 
Australian Association of Mathematics 
Teachers, the two year collaborative 
study facilitated by UTS and involving 
six schools across Australia, is being 
coordinated at KWS by Ms Susan 
Cameron, Director of Staff Development, 
and is managed by Mrs Tricia Finch as a 
member of the KWS Maths Faculty.

“It is envisaged that the project will 
result in teaching and learning materials 
that are classroom ready, referenced to 
the Australian Curriculum, (Years 8-12), 
and pedagogically sound,” said  
Dr Angelini in a recent article.

Throughout the duration of the 
research project, multiple sources of 
data will be collected including:
— Benchmark data from students in Years 
8, 9, 10 and teachers involved in the project
— Anonymous data from teachers and 
students that can be used to identify 
and understand the ways in which 
maths learning takes place at KWS in 
comparison to other Australian schools. 
It is envisaged that this will lead to the 
development of enhanced resources  
that can support better learning 
outcomes for students
— Teacher and student evaluations at 
the completion of each unit activity
— The approaches and resources that 
work best in teaching mathematics in 
schools in general and specifically at 
KWS as a participant in the UTS project
— Semi-structured interviews 
conducted with teachers 
— Classroom observations of Maths 
lessons within a sample of classes
— Scope and Sequences indicating the 
integration of Maths Inside materials

During the early stages of the research 
project late last year, KWS Mathematics 
staff were involved in an initial workshop 
facilitated by Dr Marco Angelini who 
explained the project as well as how 
to utilise and teach with the resource 
materials. Since then, teachers involved 
in the project have spent a Teacher 
Professional Learning (TPL) day 
reviewing the project to date, identifying 
relevant new resources and setting 
goals to deliver and evaluate any new 
learning activities implemented with 
students. In addition, time for teacher 
reflection and possible changed teaching 
methodologies in relation to the 
materials have since been discussed  
and facilitated. 

Following these reviews, the School 
has received positive and affirming 
student evaluations from UTS which 
acknowledge the already embedded 
application of mathematical theory to 
the real world being implemented at 
KWS. Responses from KWS students  
to open-ended questions included  
“I liked the way it related to other jobs” 
and “Good examples, points are well 
explained and makes sense in the  
real world”.

The research team will continue to 
implement the Maths Inside resources 
throughout the remainder of the year 
and will continue to send data to UTS for 
analysis and evaluation. During October, 
a second workshop facilitated by UTS 
will take place at the School •

The Maths Inside project 
aims to equip teachers 
with resources that help 
bring maths to life and 
highlight the role of 
mathematics in society.”

—  
Maths teacher,  
Mrs Michelle Hill
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ADAPTING TO A VIRTUAL SCENARIO
Kinross Wolaroi School entered teams in the Australia-wide  
Virtual Debating Competition in 2017.

T
his initiative evolved as 
part of an Innovation 
Project undertaken by 
Mrs Trin Graham in 2016 
as part of the NESLI 
Leadership Colloquium 
course. Part of this 
project was to investigate 
opportunities for our 
students to participate in 

more debating competitions, without a 
further impost of time and travel.

The Virtual Debating Competition 
commenced in 2016 and provided the 
opportunity that Mrs Graham was 
seeking. This year a Year 8 team and 
a Year 9/10 team were entered into 
the competition, as a trial run. The 
students adapted to the virtual scenario 
seamlessly and have enjoyed debating 
against schools in Queensland, Victoria, 
the ACT and NSW. 

Interestingly, the Year 9/10 team’s 
first debate had to be cancelled as 
Cyclone Debbie had struck Queensland, 
closing down all schools. Other than 
this initial reorganisation, the debates 
have run seamlessly, thanks to the 
excellent technology at KWS and the 
support of the ICT team. A typical 
scenario has been a KWS team debating 
a team in Victoria, by an adjudicator 
in Western Australia and overseen by 
the Co-ordinator, Ian Quartermain 
in Queensland. It has been exciting to 
avail the students of this wonderful 
opportunity, and they have enjoyed the 
quality of their opponents and breadth  
of the field of adversaries.

Head of Co-curricular, Mr Charlie 
Rowe and Director of Staff Development, 
Ms Susan Cameron have been very 
supportive of the development and 
rollout of this new competition format. 
Trin is looking forward to extending 
KWS’ involvement in this competition 
in 2018.

KWS teacher, Trin Graham, has 
been a teacher at KWS since 1999. 
During that time she has seen 
many transformations at the school 
including a 25% growth in student 
numbers and the construction of 
many new buildings and facilities. 
The art of teaching has evolved with 
new technology for staff and students, 
Visible Learning and Critical and 
Creative Thinking becoming part of 
the teaching and learning repertoire.

Trin has enjoyed undertaking a 
variety of roles during her time at 
the school, including HoD of English, 
MIC of Hockey, Residential Boarding 
Assistant at New House and MIC 
of Debating, Public Speaking and 
Chess. She currently teaches English 
and Religious Education and has 
recently undertaken the NESLI 
Leadership Colloquium in 2016, 
which culminated in a study trip  
to Melbourne •

The virtual debating competition is running seamlessly thanks to the excellent 
technology at KWS and the support of the ICT Team.”

Teachers Embrace the Evolving Art of Student Engagement
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T
he Cambodian Children’s 
Charity (CamKids) is a 
development and relief 
organisation that was 
established to help children 
in Cambodia who are either 
poor or whose parents 
are not there for them: 
orphans, street children, 
children living in poor rural 

areas and children affected by natural 
disasters, such as flood or famine.  
(www.camkids.org)

As the 2016 school year came to a close, 
our 2017 Senior Leaders, accompanied 
by Pastor Phil Worrad and Mrs Rebecca 
Anderson travelled to Cambodia to visit 
the school run by CamKids in Kampong 
Speu Province, a very poor rural area of 
Cambodia. Since 2014, students from 
Kinross Wolaroi School have sponsored 
an entire grade, now known as ‘Grade 
Kinross’, through the CamKids school 
and on to high school. 

Our first full day in Cambodia started 
in Siem Reap, located in the northwest of 
Cambodia, with a pre-dawn walk through 
the forest and into the grounds of Angkor 
Wat temple, built in the 12th Century. 
After watching the sun rise over the 
temple, we enjoyed a guided tour of what 
is still a working Hindu temple. After a 

CAMBODIA  
CAMKIDS TRIP

freshly cooked local breakfast outside 
the temple, we boarded tuk-tuks to travel 
to Angkor Thom, once the capital of the 
Khmer kingdom and populated by more 
than one million people. The rest of the 
day was spent exploring the temples of 
Bayon and Ta Prohm, the location for 
Tomb Raider and where the jungle has 
encroached over the temple ruins. 

A six-hour drive to Phnom Penh 
included a brief stop at Skuon, also 
known as Spider Town where the bravest 
amongst us tried the local delicacies, 
including fried tarantulas. Arriving 
in Phnom Penh we visited the Liger 
Learning Centre; a selective boarding 
school for gifted and talented children 
from all over Cambodia who are engaged 
in remarkable learning activities focused 
on being change agents for Cambodia. 
Two and a half hours out of Phnom Penh 
is the small village of Chbar Chros and 
home to the CamKids school. 

Over four days we spent time meeting 
villagers, teaching English to students, 
working in the school’s vegetable garden 
and playing sport and games with the 
children. As the Grade Kinross students 
have all now moved on to high school, 
we joined them to cycle the 40 minutes 
to their high school in a nearby village, 
followed by some volunteer work and a 
blessing at the nearby Buddhist pagoda. 
The poverty of the community was 
apparent, but the happiness and the 
friendliness of the children and their 
community was contagious. Despite the 
obvious language barrier, the experience 
was life-changing and the memories 
made will last a lifetime. 

Our final weekend was spent exploring 
the city of Phnom Penh. Visiting the 
Killing Fields and Tuol Sleng Genocide 
Museum provided incredible insight into 
the brutal realities of the Khmer Rouge 
regime. On a lighter note we enjoyed 
the shopping (who would have thought 
the boys would out-shop the girls) and a 
Mekong river cruise. 

The ten Kinross Wolaroi School 
students who embarked on the trip, 
Jocelyn Date, Ross Alston, Will 
Stanley-Davies, Alice Litchfield, 
Tanner Marjoram, Anna Williams, 
Pru Schiffmann, Charlie Greer, Megan 
Kennett and Angus Hall were wonderful 
ambassadors for the school. The 
students’ commitment to our ongoing 
support of CamKids was strengthened 
by seeing first-hand the positive impact 
fundraising at KWS has on the lives of the 
Grade Kinross students, their families 
and their entire community • 

Mrs Rebecca Anderson

—  
Senior Leaders, Ross Alston and 
Tanner Marjoram, teach English 
to students in Cambodia
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Cambodia is one of the poorest countries in the 
world and with over half of the population under 
the age of 18 years, there are serious concerns for 
their economic and social well-being.”
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CHARITY  
FUNDRAISERS

Kinross Wolaroi School students have 
made a significant contribution to both 
local and international charities this year, 
with 2017 Senior Leaders experiencing 
the results of their fundraising efforts first 
hand following their trip to Cambodia.
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Coordinated and organised by 
the Year 12 Leadership Team, 
the 2017 CamKids movie night 

screening of Finding Dory was held on 
Friday 10 March on the main oval at the 
School. This year’s efforts raised over 
$7,000 for the Cambodian children’s 
charity and Cambodian students  
whom the School supports. 

CamKids works with local 
communities in Cambodia offering 
assistance to families through the 
provision of nutritional, medical and 
educational support. 

Since 2014, KWS has made a 
significant contribution to CamKids and 
has raised sufficient funds to educate an 
entire cohort of 58 Cambodian students. 

Tuesday 14 March saw the 
Leukaemia Foundation’s World’s 
Greatest Shave take place in the 

DPA with eleven Year 11 students bravely 
going under the razor. 

In doing so, over $17,500 was raised  
for research into Leukaemia – a cause 
close to our School’s heart and inspired  
by teacher, Simon Lun, who recently 
entered remission from the disease.

Friday 26 May saw the KWS 
Preparatory School come together 
to enjoy delicious cupcakes and 

jelly cups supplied by our Year 1 and 2 
students in support of the RSPCA NSW 
Orange Shelter. Over $330 was raised 
and donated to this worthy cause which 
aids in the provision of comfortable 
accommodation and the best possible 
care to surrendered, neglected, 
unwanted, sick or injured animals.

Thank you to the Prefects and SRC 
members for giving up their time to sell 
these treats and special thanks to Year 1 
and 2 and their parents for the efforts in 
supplying our school with scrumptious 
choices for morning tea •

01 02

04

CAMKIDS  
MOVIE NIGHT

SHAVE FOR  
A CURE

During the bushfires earlier this 
year, Year 11 students, Addie 
Eastwood and Jenny Quera, 

organised and ran a sausage sizzle at the 
KWS Swimming Championship Carnival 
held at the School on Friday 17 February 
to raise money for bushfire relief. With 
both girls’ families directly involved in 
fighting bushfires, the support from the 
student body was greatly appreciated, 
resulting in over $1,200 being raised for 
the Dunedoo bushfire victims.

03

BUSHFIRE  
RELIEF BBQ

PREP CUPCAKE 
DRIVE
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The Leader Induction Services provide a formal opportunity  
for our School leaders and captains to pledge their commitment 
to their roles and responsibilities at KWS.

LEADER INDUCTION

Prep School  
Leader Induction

The KWS Preparatory School 
Leader Induction Service was 
held on Tuesday 7 February. 

Students and staff attended the 
ceremony to support and encourage the 
Prefects and House Captains for 2017, 
who made a pledge to the Preparatory 
School community to demonstrate 
their commitment to their roles and 
responsibilities.

Head Prefects 
Ella Buesnel  
Hugh Thompson

Prefects 
Jayde Caro 
Gordon Suthers 
Max Bloomfield 
Dan Hunter 
Elise Davies 
Lily Robson

Brown 
Phoebe Poole  
Lazo Jalal

Douglas 
Jock Litchfield  
Sophie Martin

PREPARATORY LEADERS HOUSE CAPTAINS

Gordon 
Bailey Barrett  
Joanne Zhang

McLachlan 
Jackson Wilkin  
Daisy Jones

—  
Dr Andrew Parry and Head of Preparatory School,  
Mr Rob McLean, with Ella Buesnel and Hugh Thompson

28 — ISSUE 3

T H E  C H R O N I C L E 
EVENT COVERAGE



Senior School  
Leader Induction

On Monday 13 February, our Senior 
School Leaders and Captains 
were officially inducted into their 

roles by Dr Parry before the School and a 
large number of family supporters. Our 
leaders are provided with the privileged 
opportunity to make KWS a better place 
– to build upon those time-honoured 
and worthy traditions of the School 
and to demonstrate their initiative 
and start new practices and establish 
new traditions that will improve the 
lives of their fellow students. During 
the Assembly, Dr Parry shared the 
story of the great social reformer and 
politician William Wilberforce who 
worked tirelessly to abolish the Slave 
Trade during the late 18th and early 
19th centuries. The analogy compared 
the qualities Wilberforce portrayed 
to those desired of our School leaders 
and captains as they began their role of 
making outstanding contributions to the  
School and the wellbeing of the  
KWS student body •

Head Prefects 
Jocelyn Date  
Ross Alston

Deputy Head Prefects 
Alice Litchfield  
William Stanley-Davies

Senior Boarder Prefects 
Zita Lamph  
Charlie Barber

Service Prefects 
Megan Kennett  
Angus Hall

Charity Prefects 
Charlie Greer  
Prudence Schiffmann

Mission Prefects 
Anna Williams  
Tanner Marjoram

Brown 
Chloe Wilson  
Milton Smith

Douglas 
Lochie Hazelton  
Sophie Hay-McKenzie

Gordon 
Charlie Blyde  
Lilla McKenzie

SENIOR LEADERS HOUSE CAPTAINS

McLachlan 
Mia McCarten  
Nathanael Vazouras

Dean 
Mckenzie Carr  
Joshua Rosin

Blackman 
Francesca Casti  
Harrison Crouch

Williams 
Joshua Houghton  
Georgette Lowry

Richards 
Scarlett Hamblin 

—  
Dr Andrew Parry with Head Prefects,  
Ross Alston and Jocelyn Date
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T H E  C H R O N I C L E 
EVENT COVERAGE

A CELEBRATION OF  
COLOUR AND PARTICIPATION

Preparatory School

From the March Past to the 
final speeches, the Prep School 
Swimming Carnival, held 

Friday 17 February at the Eric Solling 
Memorial Swimming Pool, provided 
an outstanding display of enthusiasm 
and excitement from all Prep School 
participants. A record number of 
students participated across all events, 
reflecting the impact of the junior 
Learn-to-Swim programs facilitated by 
the School. The day commenced with a 
very noisy and entertaining March Past 
which was judged by Mrs Parry. Gordon 
House took out the honours, setting the 
competitive tone for the day. The finals 
and relays were tight with many close 
finishes and records broken. McLachlan 
House won the Carnival overall followed 
by Gordon, Brown and Douglas. 

A brilliantly sunny Autumn day 
on the last day of Term 1 provided 
competitors and spectators with 
spectacular conditions for the annual 
KWS Preparatory School Athletics 
Carnival. Gordon House again set 
the standard for an energetic day of 
competition by winning the March Past. 
With each and every student in the Prep 
School competing in this wonderful day 
of fun and excitement, several records 
were also broken throughout the day. 
Gordon House went on to win the Shield.

Despite stormy skies, the rains held 
off long enough for the Prep School 
students to compete in the Cross-
Country Carnival at the PLC Site on 
Tuesday 2 May. Students in Years 3 and 4 
ran the 2km course with the Years 5 and 
6 students completing the more arduous 
3km course. The afternoon was well 
attended by an enthusiastic crowd of 
parents. The quality of the performances 
and results by the students reflected the 
training and commitment many of them 
had made over the preceding weeks 
during the coaching clinics run by  
Mrs Mel Ashton-Garard.

—  
Top: Students at the Prep inter-House Swimming Carnival. Bottom: Head of Preparatory, 
Mr Rob McLean with Gordon House Captains, Bailey Barrett and Joanne Zhang
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A NOTE OF THANKS

This year our students 
greatly benefited from the 
House marquees that were 
gifted to the School by the 
Ex-Students' Association. 
Eight House Marquees,  
each in their corresponding 
house colour, now provide 
the shade for our students 
at inter-House carnivals 
that they had lacked in  
the past. On behalf of the 
School, we extend our  
most sincere thanks to  
the ESA for their most 
generous donation.

The KWS Senior School Swimming 
Carnival was held at the Orange 
Aquatic Centre on Friday 3 

February. The day was a wonderful 
celebration of colour and engagement, 
with so many students involved offering 
positive and encouraging support to 
friends regardless of whether they were 
coming first or doing their very best just 
to get to the other end. 

The Championship Carnival held on 
the 17 February saw spirited competition 
amongst our swimmers with over ten 
new records set, three of which were 
made by Swimming Captain, Josephine 
Gillham. The Open Boys and Open Girls 

Championship comprise the top eight 
male and female swimming students 
across the School (determined from the 
inter-House swimming carnival results). 
Participation was wonderful and House 
spirit was very strong. Douglas House 
won the Senior School Swimming 
Carnival for 2017, with McLachlan 
House coming a close second.

The Senior School Athletics Carnival 
was a beautiful day of radiant sunshine 
and was held at the School on Thursday 
2 March. The school spirit displayed was 
positive and enthusiastic and met with 
a tremendous level of participation. An 
outstanding exhibition of school sport 

saw Dean House taking home the shield 
this year with so many students across all 
Houses positively involved and greatly 
enjoying the day.

Another magnificent day of running 
and a wonderfully well organised Cross-
Country carnival over what is arguably 
the most picturesque 4 km Cross-Country 
track anywhere in NSW, completed the 
term in the best possible way. 750 high 
school students competed, with every 
runner typically giving 100% to help their 
House strive for glory. McLachlan House 
won the event overall with each runner 
warmly congratulated and given a hearty 
cheer by the enthusiastic supporters • 

—  
Top: Students at the Senior inter-House Swimming Carnival. Bottom: Senior inter-House Athletics Carnival

Senior School

31 — JULY  2017

K I N R O S S  WO L A R O I  S C H O O L



T H E  C H R O N I C L E 
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KWS DAY

The annual KWS Day was 
this year held behind the Prep 
School and saw large numbers 
of past, present and future 
KWS families enjoying the 
festivities, stalls and events 
scheduled throughout the day. 
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Thank you to all our volunteers, staff, parents  
and students who dedicated much time, effort  
and enthusiasm to the day.”

—  
Left: Year 7 parent, Kirrily Rourke 
Right: Year 8 students, Brooke Barrett, 
Josephine Mitchell and Mia Marjoram 
Bottom: Emma Clinton, Mel Buesnel  
and Kirstyn Rouse 

•••
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T H E  C H R O N I C L E 
EVENT COVERAGE

Many of our families were 
engaged hosting market stalls 
within their year groups, 
selling a vast array of goodies 
ranging from gourmet foods 
to plants and cakes – all of 
which proved to be in high 
demand. The rides and 
children’s activities proved a 
great attraction and provided 
enormous entertainment for 
the younger folk. 

•••

01

05

01  Andrew and Josephine Parry  
with Catriona Roach 

02 Ingrid West  
03 Belinda Nash  
04  Left to right: Skye O’Hehir,  

Ali Payne and Janet Martin 
05  Left to right: Sally Blunt with  

her daughter, Emily Wilson

KWS DAY
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T H E  C H R O N I C L E 
EVENT COVERAGE

KWS DAY
Our sincere thanks to all our sponsors 
for their generous donations, the result 
of which helped the School exceed a 
fundraising target of $25,000 towards  
the Schools iSTEM Program:

MAJOR SPONSORS 
Tony Leahey Motor Group  
The Hotel Canobolas

SPONSORS
Almightly Industries
Angus Barrett
ASI Solutions
Athlete’s Foot
Bakers Delight Orange
Barrett’s Wholesale Food
Bell River Nursery
Broadley and Haydon Accountants
Buckley’s Carpet Court
Cint Young
Collins Booksellers Orange
Commonwealth Bank, Orange
Crema on Lords
CRT
Early Rise Bakery Dubbo
Fox and Co Hotels
GK Craig
Good Eddy
Green Homes Australia
Greenskis
Incy Interiors
Inland Digital
Jack Evans
Lord Anson Hotel
M&J Butchery
Macquarie Medi Spa
Mary and Tex Emporium
Morgans
Neweys Drive Through Cleaners
Odeon 5  
Pete’s Car Wash
Ross Hill Wines
Sugar Craft
Swinging Bridge Wines
The White Place
Trunkey Bacon and Pork
Union Bank
Weily’s Betta Home Living •

KWS DAY
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Duncan Clowes and Peter Wakem

Annie Waddell and Trisha Hansen

T H E  C H R O N I C L E 
EVENT COVERAGE

ICEBREAKER  
COCKTAIL PARTY

Over 240 parents and staff 
enjoyed the warm hospitality 
of the Kinross Wolaroi School 
P&F at the annual ‘Icebreaker’ 
reception held in the DPA on 
Friday 3 March. The occasion 
afforded an opportunity for the 
school community to share time 
together and to welcome new 
parents to the School • 

Jane de Bruyn and  

Lyn Stannus
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Kris Battye and Sandy Biddulph

Amanda Waterman  
and Anna Wilson

Annie King-Christopher  

and David Wynn

Rodney St Clair, Jen Hughes  

and Sal St Clair 
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ANZAC  
DAY

Spirit of the ANZAC 
Centenary Experience

KWS students in Years 5, 6 and 9 
attended the Spirit of the ANZAC 
Centenary Experience which 

visited Orange earlier in the year. The 
travelling exhibition used interactive 
technology including visuals, artefacts, 
audio and film from the Australian War 
Memorial to tell the story of Australia’s 
armed forces’ Century of Service in wars, 
conflicts and peacekeeping operations, 
since the First World War. 

The Centenary Experience was  
driven by Australian stories with more 
than 200 artefacts from the Australian 
War Memorial on display throughout  
the exhibition.

ANZAC Day 
Commemorations

The 2017 ANZAC Day 
Commemorations held in Orange 
were attended by over 8000 people 

who took time to reflect and acknowledge 
the great sacrifice made by so many 
Australians and New Zealanders who 
served their nation in times of conflict to 
protect the liberty we enjoy today. A very 
large contingent of the KWS student body 
participated, including our 330 boarders 
who this year had returned to school early 
to participate in the March down Summer 
Street as wonderful ambassadors for  
our School •

K I N R O S S  WO L A R O I  S C H O O L
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CADETS

Annual Cadet Camp

The 2017 Annual Cadet Camp 
again saw over 350 of our 
outdoor adventurers brave 

the elements for an action packed 
and rewarding week of activity. 
Despite the inclement weather 
that unfortunately impacted on 
some of the scheduled activities, 
the enthusiasm and commitment 
of the participants did not waiver. 
The traditional format for the 
week involves students building 
their campsite, cooking their own 
dinner, trekking many kilometres 
and abseiling, all of which takes 
place in the stunning surrounds  
of Top Valley Station in Parkes 
with water activities taking place 
on the Macquarie River. 
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KWS Cadets in Years 9-11 
participated in the Cadet 
Promotions Camp during the 

first week of the School Holidays from 
23-28 June. Even though the camp 
follows a very busy term for both staff  
and students, the energy, excitement  
and commitment at the camp  
were outstanding.

The Cadet Promotions Camp  
aims to expose cadets to a range of 
activities from the Australian Army 
Cadets Training Program and to 
communicate information and skills 
necessary to successfully complete 
the promotions courses. During the 
promotions week, cadets were required 
to fully participate in navigation, drill, 
communications, first aid, leadership 
and training and assessments.

As part of their training, cadets were 
well prepared for a cold and physically 
demanding day at Macquarie Woods, 
located 15 minutes from Orange.

Each syndicate in the Senior Leaders 
Course prepared for and followed 

The well-established Cadet Unit is an important part of the School’s program,  
with an emphasis placed on self-reliance and leadership.”

individual routes for a navigation 
exercise on foot and were assessed on 
competency in leading navigation and 
carrying out field related tasks.

A wonderful parade on the Main Oval, 
designed and rehearsed by the cadets 
after completing their training, provided 
a spectacular finish to a very successful 
camp with all CUOs, Sergeants and 
Corporals being awarded a certificate  
for successful completion. 

The Staff were thrilled with the 
standard attained by the cadets and 
are looking forward to the new rank 
embracing their leadership challenges.

Congratulations to all cadets on the 
successful completion of a wonderful 
Cadet Promotions Camp with special 
mention to the following students who 
finished first in their course:

Sergeants Course  
Ben Bellamy and Katie Coleman

Corporals Course  
Lew Connick and Lara Clarke 

Cadet Unit Farewell Parade

The annual Kinross Wolaroi Cadet 
Unit Farewell parade was staged 
on the Main Oval on Wednesday 

10 May on a delightful autumnal 
afternoon. The occasion affords an 
opportunity to acknowledge our cadet 
leaders for their contribution to the 
Unit and for the Year 12 students to be 
formally farewelled. The Chair of the 
KWS Council Mrs Christine McIntosh 
and Dr Andrew Parry were invited to 
inspect the rank by Senior Under Officer 
Adelaide Nonnenmacher. This was 
followed by presentations to cadets of 
certificates in recognition of distinctive 
performance at Cadet Camp •

Cadet Promotions Camp
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he annual Camerata 
Concert was staged in the 
DPA Chapel on Friday 26 
May. The event presented 
a truly wonderful evening, 
featuring spectacular 
performances from 12 
senior students who 
performed individually on 
their instruments which 

included the violin, cello, flute, piano, 
clarinet, saxophone and tuba. 

Each presented a concerto  
movement which they had prepared  
for the Concerto Competition held 
during Term 1 before three external 
adjudicators. The standard of 
performance was outstanding, and 
the professionalism and musicality 
demonstrated by each student highly 
commendable. 

Special mention was given to  
Mrs Annalie McRae for her passionate 
teaching and organisation and to 
Mrs Anne Stevens who accompanied 
students on piano •

The standard of performance was 
outstanding and the professionalism 
and musicality demonstrated by each 
student, highly commendable.” 

CAMERATA CONCERT T
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Every alternate year, our KWS Prep School host a Community Concert at the 
School in lieu of participation in the Orange Eisteddfod. This enables the students 
to showcase their performances as well as provide an avenue through which they 
connect with our local community. 

PREP SCHOOL  
COMMUNITY 
CONCERT T

his year the concert was 
held on Thursday 8 June 
and was an outstanding 
success. Students and 
staff entertained many of 
our elderly citizens from 
various aged care facilities 
as well as many of our 
parents and grandparents.

Based on the theme of 
our seasons the children delighted the 
audience through music, verse-speaking 
and poetry as well as their artwork which 
adorned the DPA.

The students from Year 1 provided 
some delicious apple cake in an example 
of ‘paddock to plate’ after picking the 
apples and then cooking them to make 
a very tasty morning tea. Thank you to 

Mrs Katie Sinclair, our Co-ordinator  
of Music in the Preparatory school,  
who did an outstanding job in organising 
the concert as well as to the Orange 
Regional Conservatorium Choir for their 
participation in this fun-filled morning 
and to all those who attended •
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Orange Youth  
Orchestra

Year 11 KWS student, Sophie Hoskins-
Murphy of Orange was announced  
as co-winner of the Orange Youth 
Orchestra’s Concerto Competition. 
Sophie’s involvement through the 
Orange Regional Conservatorium has 
led her to play with the Regional Youth 
Orchestra NSW and The Australian 
World Orchestra projects.

STUDENT 
SUCCESS 
AT THE 
HIGHEST 
LEVEL
There is a huge amount  
of pride in seeing students 
succeed at KWS. These 
are just a few of the 
inspiring and extraordinary 
achievements from the 
classroom and beyond.

Outstanding results for 
senior Latin students

Over 149,000 Latin students worldwide 
sat for the National Latin Exam in March 
this year, and the results have now been 
released. Kinross Wolaroi students have 
again performed at a very high level, with 
the majority of students achieving well 
above the average mark of 72%.

At the Year 9 level, three students 
have received special awards for marks 
over 90%: Ushang Adie, Luc Nelson 
and Karrah Cisco. Oliver Kairaitis 
and Siobhan Finn also achieved above 
average scores in this examination.

In Year 10, gold medals were awarded 
to Ben Gillham and Molly Harris for 
scores over 90%. Olivia Small won a 
silver medal with a score of 85%.  
Duncan Suthers, Ben Bellamy and James 
Collett were awarded High Achievement 
certificates for their results.

In Year 11, Jemima McPhee was 
awarded a gold medal for a perfect 
score in the exam, and Emma Holman 
and Lachlan Cisco received High 
Achievement certificates.

Alexandra Butcherine and Max 
Eastwood in Year 12 were awarded  
gold and silver medals for their high 
scores, and Alexandra, as a gold medal 
winner in her final year of high school,  
is now eligible to apply for a $2000 
tertiary scholarship.

KWS Latin students Sophie Hoskins-Murphy
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 ASFA Youth  
Super Competition

In May this year, KWS Year 10 student, 
Fletcher Taylor, won the Association 
of Superannuation Funds of Australia 
(ASFA) 2017 Youth Week Competition 
with a fun and fetching video entry, 
espousing the rewards of hard work  
and opting for $1,000 for his super fund, 
rather than $300 cash.

ASFA CEO Dr Martin Fahy said 
more than 60 entries had been received 
in the inaugural competition, which 
was designed to get young Australians 
aged 15-25 thinking about the benefits 
of superannuation and the magic of 
compound interest.

“Fletcher was enthusiastic and 
engaging and there was immediate 
agreement from the judges that he 
deserved the prize. He is clearly quite 
a character and it’s great to see such a 
young advocate of saving into super.”

Fletcher is a boarder from Grenfell and 
has been working since an early age in 
various jobs including at the local butcher 
shop in Grenfell, as well as on the family 
farm, Glenalla. His family farms wheat, 
canola, hay, barley and sheep.

He opened his super account as early 
as possible in his working life and has 
been watching his balance grow with 
great interest.

His mum Mandy said he loves 
saving and when alerted to the ASFA 
competition, jumped straight into 
preparing his entry.

“He is a hard worker and loves to  
help out, driving the tractor or in the 
shearing shed,” she said. “He loves all 
sorts of farm work.”

Fletcher Taylor (right)

Australian Schools  
Triathlon Festival

Year 12 student, Connor Whiteley, 
represented NSW at the Australian 
Schools Triathlon Festival in Sydney 
during April. Connor’s NSW Team won 
the gold medal in the Championship Relay 
and he also won a bronze in his individual 
event, his best results since debuting at the 
national event five years ago.

Connor clocked 55.48 in the Senior 
Male Championship to finish third.

Hockey 
 

Phoebe Litchfield, was selected  
to play in the NSW Hockey Under-15 
Blues side.

Phoebe Litchfield (second from left)

Polocrosse 

Congratulations to Year 9 student  
Julia Stuart who was selected to play 
for NSW in the Under 16 Division at the 
Australian Polocrosse Junior Classic 
which was held in Albury in the April 
school holidays. NSW defeated South 
Africa 22-9 in the final. 

Julia Stuart Connor Whiteley
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STUDENT 
SUCCESS 
AT THE 
HIGHEST 
LEVEL

The hard work, dedication 
and determination of our 
students has culminated in 
some most notable sporting 
achievements. We extend 
our congratulations to  
them all.” 

Sasha Wilson, Oliver McLaughlin & Amelia Hinrichsen

NSW All Schools  
Swimming

Year 8 students, Oliver McLaughlin  
and Sasha Wilson and Year 7 student, 
Amelia Hinrichsen, represented KWS 
and the NSWCIS team at NSW All 
Schools Swimming on Friday 12 May  
at Homebush.

Oliver won a gold medal in the 14y 
100m backstroke and bronze in the 14y 
50m backstroke. Sasha finished 9th in 
the 12-15 50m backstroke multi-class 
and Amelia came 5th in the 13y 50m 
breaststroke. 

Congratulations to Oliver who was 
selected to represent NSW at the Pacific 
School Games in December.

KWS swimmers at Nationals

Swimming Nationals 

The KWS Swim Club sent eight 
swimmers to the 2017 Georgina 
Hope Australian Age Swimming 
Championships in Brisbane in May this 
year, the largest team KWS has ever sent 
to Nationals. 

The team, under the guidance of Head 
Coach Kim Taylor, continues to grow in 
size and level of achievement.

Qualifying for Nationals is extremely 
difficult with only around 1600 swimmers 
nationally making the qualifying times. 

The girls’ relay team swam a 3 second 
PB to secure a top-20 finish with all 
four girls swimming personal best times 
within the relay. 

A number of swimmers were  
attending their first National event  
and still performed well despite the 
obvious nerves. 

Touch Football 

Congratulations to Lara Clarke  
who was selected for the NSWCIS  
touch football team.

Lara Clarke 
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Under 19 Womens’ Pair

Rowing Nationals 

At the end of March, KWS sent their best 
rowing athletes to Penrith to compete in 
the Australian National Championships. 
This regatta runs over seven days and  
is comprised of the best athletes in  
the country.

Maggie Noonan and Jocelyn Date 
were the first girls to get on the podium, 
gaining a silver medal in the Under 19 
Womens’ Pair. 

The Under 17 Boys’ Quad, comprised 
of Cody Kelso, Henry Gibson, Henry 
Ponder, Richard King-Christopher and 
Harry Thompson, also had a very strong 
regatta, finishing in 2nd place despite 
really pushing for 1st the whole way 
down the course. 

The Schoolgirl Four, consisting of 
Megan Kennett, Lucy Wright, Scarlett 
Hamblin, Kiara Taylorwood-Roe and 
Harry Thompson came out of the 
starting blocks in 5th place in the B final 
then rowed through the rest of the field 
to win the race. 

The Under 17 Schoolgirl Eight  
placed 3rd in the A final in a very tough 
race. The crew consisted of Brianna 
Fuller, Sally Uttley, Mabel Brockmann,  
Gidget Hall, Lucy Kirk, Holly Bucknell, 
Lucy Jenkins, Bridget Yeomans and 
Flinn Madigan. 

The Schoolgirl Quad overcame what 
was arguably the toughest final for KWS 
and with some grit and determination, 
finished in second place to take the silver 
medal. The Schoolgirl Quad was made up 
of Charlotte Anderson, Maggie Noonan, 
Jocelyn Date, Maggie Yeomans and  
Anna Williams.

Equestrian 

Sophia Redenbach 
Recently competed at the Equestrian 
Australia Horse of the Year competition 
in Sydney. Sophia and her horse, 
Daydream Believer, placed third in the 
Open Large Show Hunter Hack Class, 
which gained her the position as reserve 
rider for the NSW Team to compete at 
the Nationals in December. 

Holly Gutterson  
Competed at her inaugural Australian 
Quarter Horse Nationals in April with 
two new young 4 year old horses. Much 
to her surprise, but a testament to 
her dedication, she came away with 
a National Championship title and a 
silver buckle on both of her horses. 
Congratulations to both Sophia and 
Holly on a fantastic result •

Sophia Redenbach

Sophie Hay-McKenzie 

Water Polo 

Sophie Hay-McKenzie was  
selected in the NSW Under 18 Girls’ 
water polo team.

Cricket 

Mckenzie Carr  
Selected in the NSWCIS girls’  
cricket team.

Phoebe Litchfield  
Selected in the NSWCIS girls’ cricket 
team. Phoebe was this year also selected 
in the Emerging Player program for  
2017 with NSW Cricket.

Charlie Greer and Fletcher Rose  
Both selected in the NSWCCSCA  
to play NSW Schoolboys cricket at the 
NSW Schoolboys Tournament in  
March this year.

Charlie Greer & Fletcher Rose
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STAFF  
PROFILES
One story at a time, meet 
the staff who make up the 
KWS community.

W ith a deep-seated philosophy 
of working with rather 
than against nature, Senior 

Agriculture teacher, Nathan Zinga, is an 
advocate for productive and sustainable 
farming practices. With a passion for 
science and agriculture that sees him 
constantly striving to discover new ways 
to maintain and improve the quality 
and quantity of fruit produced on his 
family vineyard, Nathan is also adept at 
the scientific artisanal craft of sausage 
making and bacon curing, with an ability 
to produce some very tasty salami  
and prosciutto!!

Growing up in Tamworth, NSW, 
Nathan spent much of his childhood 
travelling throughout New South Wales 
and Victoria with his Agricultural 
Consultant father, attending meetings, 
collecting data and information that 
would be used for regionally significant 
development applications for intensive 
farming operations. 

This facilitation role had always held 
a strong interest, and it was these early 
years, exposed to a number of different 

farming operations in some unique and 
very beautiful parts of Australia, that 
would later influence his decision to 
become an Agriculture teacher.

I was fortunate enough to 
be exposed to a number of 
different farming operations 
in some very unique and 
beautiful parts of Australia 
from a young age.”

Nathan attended Charles Sturt 
University in Wagga Wagga, NSW.  
The university’s location and association 
with the NSW Agriculture Research 
Institute meant that it attracted a 
broad range of students as well as a 
number of high calibre lecturers and 
professors passionate about educating 
the next generation of tertiary students 
about to embark on a career within the 
Agriculture industry. 

Inspired by these educators, one of 
Nathan’s many ambitions remains 
to improve student engagement by 
encouraging active participation in 
meaningful and practical agricultural 
experiences – an action research project 
he is currently undertaking as part of  
his Lead Teacher Accreditation  
through NESA. 

Together with his love for travel 
both home and abroad, Nathan, his wife 
Kristen, and three young children, spend 
their holidays exploring different parts 
of the east coast, camping and fishing, all 
the while offering his children the same 
opportunities that he enjoyed so much 
growing up in a rural setting.

Nathan Zinga 
Agriculture Teacher
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I have the best job  
in the world.”

Growing up the eldest child of a 
farmer during what was widely 
regarded as the worst drought of 

the 20th Century, instilled a strong work 
ethic, honesty and determination in 
Carolyn that she has modelled from the 
example her parents set during this time. 

“I was expected to help out on the 
farm. I learned to drive at age eight 
while Dad was on the back of the ute 
feeding the sheep and cattle. I learned 
to ease off the clutch very slowly with 
Dad on the back with up to five or six 
bales of hay high! The drought in the 
80s was a very tough time and I admire 
the determination and commitment of 
farmers. I don’t think I am as strong as 
they are. I watched my Dad toil for many 
years and then have to sell due to no fault 
of his own, just by chance of the weather.”

The path which would later see 
Carolyn become K-2 Coordinator in the 
Preparatory School at KWS, first began 
during the early years of her schooling 
when she arrived home to tell her 
mother that she wanted to be a teacher. 
In pursuit of her long held aspirations, 

Carolyn attended Mitchell College  
of Advanced Education in Bathurst.  
“I did not discover Kindergarten 
teaching until my final Uni prac.  
My professional colleague, Mrs Lynne 
Wilson, was AMAZING. After a day in 
her room I knew that was what I wanted 
to teach. I was able to use the talents  
I had – music, art, acting”.

When asked what she most  
enjoys about teaching, Carolyn 
passionately explains that opening up 
the world of reading to 5 year olds is  
exceptionally rewarding. 

“Being with 5 year olds all day is a 
privilege few get to experience. They are 
funny, loving and deliciously delightful. 
I have the best job in the world! It is 
indeed so special to be at the beginning 
of so many children’s schooling lives.  
I love to hear what my former students 
are doing, knowing that I was a part of 
their journey”.

Born and raised in Central West 
NSW, Carolyn has travelled extensively, 
counting Samoa, Cook Islands, Turkey, 
UK, Italy, France, Greece, Indonesia, 

and the USA as some of her favourite 
destinations. Carolyn and husband Mal 
have three children whom she credits as 
helping her to become a better teacher. 
She has four ‘delightful’ grandchildren 
and has recently created a YouTube site 
in order for them to be able to watch her 
read her favourite stories. 

By her own admission, Carolyn is 
constantly on the lookout for ways in 
which her department can improve 
their teaching and learning programs – a 
function she sees herself continuing well 
in to the future in addition to mentoring 
young teachers in what she refers to as 
being a ‘wonderful profession’. 

Carolyn herself models lifelong 
learning. Completing the National 
Excellence in School Leadership  
Course in 2016, she has since enrolled  
in a Masters in Leadership from  
Monash University.

A huge fan of the rugby, in her 
spare time Carolyn loves to watch the 
Brumbies play whenever possible, and as 
a self-confessed rev-head, would one day 
love to own a V8 ute… probably purple!

Carolyn Key 
Kindergarten Teacher
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It’s a little known fact that Orange-
born Science teacher, Mrs Catherine 
Litchfield, also counts Latin, 

Computing, Maths and English as 
subjects she has taught at KWS since 
joining the academic staff in 1994.  
With her willingness and breadth of 
ability, it’s no wonder that Catherine is 
described as an enthusiastic jack-of-all-
trades who, in addition to playing and 
coaching a wide range of sports, including 
coaching local representative netball 
teams, recently played Madame Morrible 
in the Orange Theatre Company’s highly 
acclaimed production of Wicked. 

Catherine and her family maintain  
a passion for travel and the outdoors,  
the legacy she has from a childhood spent 
water skiing at Wyangala Dam in the 
summer as well as the many treasured 
family ski holidays spent at Perisher 
Valley during the winter. 

Following the completion of her HSC 
at KWS, Catherine studied Science and 
Education at Sydney University, citing 

college days at The Women’s College as 
being amongst the best days of her life – 
not least due to a healthy combination of 
sport, musical theatre and the vast array 
of social events on offer!

I love the challenge of 
chemistry and the relevance 
of Biology.”

Inspired by her father’s incredible 
general knowledge, Catherine grew up 
wanting to be a teacher and developed a 
passion for Science from her inquisitive 
nature and desire to know as much as  
she could about the world around her 
and how it worked. “I love its changing 
form and the fact that there is always 
new and exciting research, facts and 
theories to explore with my students.  
I love the challenge of Chemistry and  
the relevance of Biology.”

Catherine Litchfield 
Science Teacher

Having completed her Master’s degree in 
Science Education at Curtin University 
of Technology in Perth, in the last few 
years Catherine has been involved 
in writing new Senior Biology text 
books for the new Victorian, NSW and 
Queensland Biology syllabuses. She is 
currently working on a collaborative 
research project to investigate the 
impact of specialist Science teachers  
on programming and team teaching  
Science in Primary schools. 

Catherine is also completing  
the National Excellence in School  
Leadership course. 

Despite her accomplishments in 
academia, her involvement with various 
local sporting bodies and the special 
memories she holds from directing and 
performing in musical theatre over many 
years, it remains her family of whom she 
is the most proud.

STAFF  
PROFILES
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In 1983, Peter Stevens and his wife, 
Anne, made a tree change to Orange 
that would, almost 35 years later, 

see them both immersed in the joys of 
country living, enjoying coping with 
dairy goats, chooks, burst water pipes, 
broken water pumps, flooded creeks and 
drought. The upsides, however, have far 
outweighed the intermittent frustrations, 
and this year resulted in a plentiful 
harvest of over ten kilos of olives from 
their trees in addition to the production 
of 100 litres of wine from the shiraz 
grapevines that survived the drought  
of the early 80s.

Following a childhood spent playing 
Rugby League on Saturday mornings 
in the St George district competitions, 
listening to music (Gilbert and Sullivan, 
Chopin, Wagner), hitting a ball against 
the garage wall and kicking the footy 
at Bexley oval, Peter first realised his 
passion for teaching after a talk he gave  
to his Ancient History class during his 
final year studying the classics and history 
at Sydney University. “I knew I enjoyed 

I am fortunate that  
the School supports 
Latin for the small 
number of students 
willing and able to  
take on this challenge.”

teaching and found that once I started, 
the daily interactions and sense of 
achievement were very rewarding.”

Peter spent two years of postgraduate 
study at Sydney University in the early 
1970s, moving to Cranbrook School in 
1972 teaching Classics. Following an 
offer by then Principal of KWS, Mr Allan 
Anderson, to teach Latin at the recently 
amalgamated Kinross Wolaroi School, 
Peter accepted the position – as much for 
the country lifestyle and chance to escape 
the traffic, rail strikes and dirty beaches 
of Sydney during the early 80’s, as for the 
opportunity teach at a co-ed school. After 
himself being educated at a boys’ school, 
and only ever having taught in single 
sex boys’ schools, Peter came to believe 
that co-ed education was a far better 
introduction to the realities of life. 

Described by his peers as a genuine 
intellectual with ‘a commitment to depth 
of academic thought’, Peter also possesses 
a fantastic sense of humour and love of 
music and travel which saw he and Anne a 
short time ago, journey around the world 

during his long service leave in 2016. 
Having taken over the School Archives 
in 1992, Peter maintains an unrivalled 
knowledge of the School’s history and 
continues to enjoy the challenge of 
teaching Latin in a country school and 
helping students who see the benefits  
of the study of Latin. “I am fortunate that 
the School supports Latin for the small 
numbers of students willing and able to 
take on this challenge.”

In his spare time, Peter plays the 
violoncello with the Colour City Chamber 
Orchestra and is currently building a 
natural pool at home in between bouts  
of reading, “mainly history, biography  
and the occasional Jilly Cooper!” •

Peter Stevens 
Latin Teacher 
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Bob Holmes 
Rowing Master

STAFF 
ACHIEVEMENT

The event was a highly enjoyable 
community gathering where 
families, rowers, coaches and staff 

celebrated the season’s achievements 
and paid tribute to those who have made 
substantial contributions to the club.

The wonderful service and 
contribution of our retiring Rowing 
Master, Mr Bob Holmes, was 
acknowledged. Mr Holmes has provided 
the logistical backbone to KWS Rowing 
since the Club’s inception in September 

2003. His tireless efforts, dedication and 
care for our students have earned him 
great respect from all associated with 
KWS Rowing. The School is enormously 
grateful for all he has done over the past 
13 seasons to establish rowing as such 
a popular and successful component of 
our co-curricular program. As a token 
of the Club’s appreciation Mr Holmes 
was presented with a beautifully framed 
and painted blade acknowledging his 
contribution and years of service. 

The KWS Rowing 
Club hosted their 2017 
Presentation Dinner in  
the Derek Pigot Auditorium 
on Saturday 13 May.

—  
Bob Holmes
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PDHPE teacher Jade 
Georgiou has been appointed 
to the position of Girls 
Assistant Hockey Coach for 
the 2017 NSW Pacific School 
Games Team. 

This appointment will see 
Jade attend the 10th Pacific 
School Games in Adelaide in 

early December. Jade is herself an 
elite sportswoman, having been a 
scholarship holder at the Australian 
Institute of Sport over several years, a 
member of the Hockeyroos and squad 
member for the London Olympics, and 
Assistant Coach of the NSW Under 13s 
Gold Medal winning hockey team •

Over 3000 primary and 
secondary school student 
competitors from across 
Australia and the Pacific 
region are expected at 
what promises to be a 
most exciting and unique 
Pacific School Games in 
Adelaide in 2017.”

Jade Georgiou 
Assistant Hockey Coach

—  
Jade Georgiou
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6 hectares were planted at the winery in 
the stunning Mount Canobolas foothills 
on Wallace Lane, Orange, from where the 
winery and cellar door now also operate.

Finally a home was built, and Terri and 
Peter returned to live in Orange in 2002.

The family-owned and operated 
business, now run by one of Terri and 
Peter’s three children, James, and his 
wife Chrissy, fast became a fully-fledged 
business enterprise and achieved carbon 
neutral certification under the National 
Carbon Offset Standard (NCOS) from 
the Federal Government in early  
2016 – a significant achievement as  
the first Australian winery to  
achieve the Australian Government  
recognised certification. 

The solid environmental policy 
and ongoing sustainability plan which 
Ross Hill Winery has long adopted and 
prided itself on, includes using low input 
viticulture and traditional winemaking 
techniques which encourage biodiversity 
and minimise the need for artificial 
chemicals and preservatives. The impact 
of irrigation has been improved by a 
program of mulching cover crops planted 
between autumn and winter; by bringing 
sheep in to graze between the vines 
following harvest, weeds and the use of 
fertilizers have also been reduced. 

In addition to improved water 
management, the installation of solar 
photovoltaic panels has also significantly 
reduced energy requirements, resulting 
in certified carbon neutrality.

Together with the ever burgeoning 
business of producing award-winning 
wines, Ross Hill also grow a substantial 
olive grove, with the high quality oils 
produced reflecting the cool climate 
characteristics of the region, a product  
of which Terri is immensely proud. 

With further travel on the horizon, 
together with continued time spent in 
the garden and with her family including 
her eight grandchildren, three of whom 
are current students at KWS, Terri still 
enjoys working at the Winery’s Cellar 
Door and plans to continue her ongoing 
involvement with raising monies for 
different charities.

Australian SPC tinned fruit! She then 
lived in Bangkok and Perth before 
finally moving back to Sydney where she 
married husband Peter and had three 
children, James, Sam and Kira before 
applying her Social Work qualifications, 
working in Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatry and in private practice. 

A small farm on Griffin Road was 
bought so Terri could journey back to 
Orange for weekends to catch up with 
old friends. At the same time, she became 
involved in setting up and overseeing 
two homes for disadvantaged children in 
Vietnam. With up to 100 children in both 
the north and south of Vietnam being 
cared for by the fund, Terri was required 
to make numerous trips to Vietnam,  
an association she would continue until 
2004. Terri still remains in contact with 
many of these children.

In 1994 and sick of looking at the 
cows, a 13-hectare vineyard was planted 
with a lot of advice from friends; it was 
named Ross Hill after Terri’s mother, 
Gwyneth Ross, a much loved mother and 
grandmother who died in 1994. A further 

Terri Robson (nee Johnston)  
grew up happily in Orange,  
biking to school through the snow 

and being involved in Pony Club and  
playing Polocrosse. 

During the early 1960’s, a time that saw 
the changing face of modern Australia, 
Terri was a student at PLC Orange. It was 
during this period that her strong sense of 
social justice was cemented, an intrinsic 
character trait that would later see her 
graduate with a degree in social work 
from the University of Sydney.

Crediting her ‘very good’ teacher 
Miss Ina Miller with her love of English 
and Modern History, Terri was also a 
keen sportswoman, participating in 
several school sporting teams including 
Basketball and Softball. Winning the 
Senior Championship backstroke in 1960, 
Terri was also a dedicated swimmer, a 
hobby she still keenly pursues. 

Ahead of her time, she travelled to 
Europe for 18 months in the 60s where 
she worked with a group of gorgeous 
Aussie girls – wearing mini-skirts 
whilst driving Mini Minors and selling 

Terri Robson (nee Johnston)  
PLC Class of 1960

EX-STUDENT PROFILES
The Chronicle follows up with our Alumni.
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The family-owned and 
operated business, now run 
by one of Terri and Peter’s 
three children, James, and 
his wife Chrissy, fast became 
a fully-fledged business 
enterprise and achieved 
carbon neutral certification 
under the National Carbon 
Offset Standard (NCOS).”
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EX-STUDENT PROFILES Tim Freeth  
KWS Class of 2007

Tim Freeth grew up in Collie, a small 
farming community in Central 
NSW with a population of 100. He 

attended the local primary school, which 
by the time he had finished had only 
10 students. A typical weekend for Tim 
was spent riding motor bikes, mustering 
sheep and building cubbies – happy 
days and a childhood growing up in the 
country that he reflects on with affection.

In 2002, Tim came to KWS as a 
boarder, starting in Year 7.

“I remember the first few weeks of 
boarding were pretty tough – being away 
from my parents and my home.”

The tough times however would 
quickly pass, with Tim going on to 
become Captain of Douglas and 
Weymouth Houses in his final year at 
school. He made lifelong friends and now 
credits the boarding experience at KWS 
as fostering a sense of independence 
and stoicism in him that would remain 
constant throughout his schooling and 
career to date. His independence saw 
Tim study French and Latin through to 
the HSC and to complete an exchange  
to France in the holidays between Year 11 
and Year 12. This break from the ‘normal’ 
pattern of study of a country boy boarder 
showed that Tim was always his own 
person, true to his strengths and values.
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Returning to Sydney in 2009 to study  
a Masters of Speech Language Pathology 
at Macquarie University, Emily ended 
up taking an early exit qualification of 
Master of Arts (Speech and Hearing 
Sciences) after one year. During the 
MA, she received a Vice-Chancellor’s 
Commendation for Academic  
Excellence (for a GPA of 4.0) and a 
Rural Allied Health Undergraduate 
Scholarship of $10,000.

In 2010, Emily worked as a 
receptionist at Enmore Medical Centre 
and at the cardiology department at 
Concord Hospital. During that year, 
having realised she was particularly 
drawn to the medical field (an interest 
which she had first discovered during her 
speech pathology studies), she applied 
for and was accepted into undergraduate 
medicine at UNSW. Emily has continued 
working as a receptionist at Randwick 
Medical and as a research assistant 
for the UNSW School of Psychiatry 
throughout her medical degree. She is 
due to graduate from the Bachelor of 
Medical Studies/Doctor of Medicine 
(BMed/MD) at the end of 2019.

Last year Emily was published as a 
co-author in the International Journal 
of Cardiology, with a paper titled 
“One size does not fit all: Individual 
differences in cardiac autonomic 
and subjective responses to brief 
relaxation stimuli”. Another paper 
she co-authored, titled “The joy of 
heartfelt music: An examination of 
emotional and physiological responses,” 
is currently being reviewed for 
publication by the International Journal 
of Psychophysiology and has provided 
Emily the opportunity to combine her 
background in music with her  
medical studies.

In 2016, Emily took time off to study 
Spanish and to have her son Daniel 
Indiana Sturm, who was born in July. 
She returned to her studies in May 2017, 
and is now completing her clinical years 
at St Vincent’s Hospital in Darlinghurst. 
At this stage she is planning on moving 
into General Practice, although she has 
a special interest in women’s health and 
psychiatry. Emily, her beautiful son and 
Chilean fiancé Michael, are currently 
living in North Sydney... but in her own 
words, “who knows where life will lead!”

Since graduating from KWS in  
2002, Emily Lynar’s life has,  
by her own admission, taken a  

rather convoluted path from music 
through linguistics to allied health  
and medicine... and most recently,  
to motherhood. 

In 2008 Emily graduated from 
a combined Bachelor of Music 
(Ethnomusicology)/ Bachelor of Arts 
(Linguistics) with 1st Class Honours, 
the first three semesters of which were 
completed at ANU in Canberra, before 
she transferred to the University of 
Melbourne to complete the degree. 
Taking a gap year in the middle of her 
studies enabled her to complete several 
leadership courses through YWAM in 
Kona (Hawaii) and Melbourne, and to 
teach English in Tianjin (China), as well 
as taking classes in Mandarin and Latin. 
Her final year was spent on exchange 
at McGill University in Montréal, and 
included a month of intensive French 
study in Chambéry (France), both 
experiences consolidating her love  
of language.

During that degree, Emily received 
a Faculty of Arts Dean’s Honours List 
Award and the Harold Clarke and 
Elizabeth English Scholarship for best 
dissertation on a musical subject. Her 
thesis focused on the analysis of tone 
language song texts, looking specifically 
at several tribal groups in North 
East India. Emily was also awarded a 
Melbourne Global Mobility Exchange 
Scholarship, a Commonwealth Learning 
Scholarship, and a Universitas 21 
Scholarship, which helped her complete 
her studies.

Emily Lynar  
KWS Class of 2002

Tim moved to Dubbo following his 
HSC where he worked at Fletcher 
International Exports and on his family 
property. He later moved to Sydney 
where he attended the University of 
Technology to complete a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Accounting and Finance, 
graduating with distinction and the 
University Medal in 2011.

Described by his former teachers 
at KWS as being hardworking and 
conscientious, Tim’s first job was as a 
Senior Accountant at Spry Roughley 
Chartered Accountants in Sydney. 
He worked there for three years and 
successfully completed the Chartered 
Accountants program. Tim moved 
to Perth in 2015 and later back to 
Newcastle here he currently resides  
with his fiancée Maz.

Dotted in between his career, Tim has 
travelled extensively throughout Asia and 
has also driven across the Nullarbor Plain. 
He still maintains his love of sport, playing 
tennis, touch football, oztag and rugby 
where he is a current member of the Cooks 
Hill Brown Snakes Rugby Union Club.

Tim currently works as a Commercial 
Analyst for German multinational Rema 
Tip Top where he is involved in tendering 
for contracts to maintain the conveyors 
of some of the country’s largest mining 
companies. In line with his career goal, 
this current role sees him part of the 
decision-making and management of 
the business which he hopes will provide 
the experience that will one day see him 
running his own business.

With career and future firmly mapped 
out in Newcastle, it seems logical that 
the next item on his list of personal 
challenges is to learn how to surf!

If you want the rainbow  
you have to put up with  
the rain.”
Dolly Parton

•••
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I arrived at Wolaroi College from 
Papua New Guinea in February 1954 
together with James Kwan & Bernard 

Seeto. Having attended the Methodist 
Church in Rabaul, it was a toss-up 
between attending Newington College 
in the city or Wolaroi in the country. I 
decided on the latter, not realising it was 
such a long train ride into the country 
and so cold! We were all wearing all white 
outfits, as this was considered formal in 
the tropics. Years later at the Centenary 
celebration in 1986, someone remarked 
that when we arrived, they thought we 
were famous cricketers. Unfortunately, 
we had never even touched a cricket ball!

We all settled in well, keeping up with 
our studies and taking part in sport and 
all the School had to offer. We saw the 
Queen at Bathurst when she visited. 

I enjoyed the country life, being 
invited by the boys to their homes during 
the holidays. I left at the end of 1956 
having obtained my Leaving Certificate. 
I kept up a correspondence with many of 
my class mates for many years, including 
Rodney Cochrane, Lawrence Chapman, 
Robert Hathway and Trevor Johnston.

After returning to Rabaul, I worked  
for the Dept of Agriculture and then with 
a private exporter of produce such as 
copra and cocoa. On the 7th August  
I was married by Rev. Douglas Trathen 
at Newington College where he had been 
transferred after leaving Wolaroi College. 
In Rabaul, I kept working for exporter, 
Alex Hopper, while my wife Jasmine, 
a Double Certificate nurse, worked at 
Nonga, the main hospital for Rabaul.

In 1967 we moved to Mount Hagen 
in the New Guinea Highlands where we 
commenced a retail/wholesale business. 
The locals at that time had only seen their 
first white man a few years earlier. They 
were overawed when the planes landed 
and disgorged passengers and cargo.

Following PNG’s Independence on  
16 September 1967, we migrated to Sydney 
and then moved to Brisbane in 1980.

The Rabaul people would organise 
regular get-togethers to catch up with 
old friends and see how they were getting 
on. At that time many Vietnamese 
refugees were settling in Brisbane. They 
were real refugees in that they had no 
money and could not speak a word of 
English. So we Incorporated as Cathay 
Club and received funding from the 
Department of Immigration to assist 
them to settle in. Most of them were 
ethnic Chinese so we felt obliged to help.

In 1989 we commenced our Home 
Program to assist the many seniors in our 
community who did not have the close 
support that they had enjoyed in Hong 
Kong or China. Today we have phased out 
the welfare side and concentrated on the 
Home & Age Care Program. The number 
of clients we are servicing is just over 
400. In order to cater for this number 
we have ten staff in the office and some 
fifty casuals who visit the clients in their 
homes to do house cleaning, cooking, 
personal care or take them shopping.

In my role as a volunteer CEO/
President, I am involved in developing 
and implementing the program, 
overseeing the work force, meeting 
visitors and doing anything else that is 
required. I have a management team of 
nine but unfortunately I have not been 

able to recruit anyone who is willing 
to attend five days a week. The last two 
years have been extra busy as we had to 
prepare, then implement, the complete 
change to the Home Care Program. The 
program is now called Commonwealth 
Home Support Program (CHSP).

In January 2014, we moved into our 
own purpose-built centre at Coopers 
Plains having been in Fortitude Valley 
(Chinatown) since commencement. 

Apart from the CHSP, we also run 
numerous activities for our members 
at our centre and at several outside 
venues. These include Mahjong, Chinese 
Language, Computer and Guitar classes. 
Outside we have Taichi, Scouts and 
regular overseas tours as well as local  
bus trips.

As one of the most active community 
organisations in Brisbane, we often 
take the lead in organising projects that 
involve the wider community. These 
have included fundraising for the China 
earthquake and the north Queensland 
floods. On the political scene where the 
Chinese community need to speak with a 
united voice, we support the Qld Chinese 
Forum whose members represent other 
associations. 

One of the newest Associations is 
Australians of Chinese Heritage War 

Kenneth Cheung  
Wolaroi Class of 1956

EX-STUDENT PROFILES
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Flying down in the big Qantas DC-4, 
my mind turned over once more the 
many things that had beset my mind. 
How would the boys treat me? Would 
I be able to hold my own in work and 
sport? Behind it all, would I be getting 
into brawls every day, or be bullied 
into submissiveness?

Many were the thoughts of the 
future incidents that ran through my 
mind, especially towards the last few 
weeks and then days. I was like one 
in a trance; my mind was somewhere 
else. ‘A land of dustless streets, lined 
with magnificent shady trees, while 
in the heart of Sydney one has to wait 
for hours on end in order to cross the 
streets. Along the coastline long sandy 
beaches, dotted with people.’  
I wondered whether they were 
anything compared with the islands.

In my noon-day dreams, I tried 
to picture Wolaroi with big spacious 
buildings, and orderly classrooms, 
controlled by menacing teachers 
in front of the blackboards, and I 
struggled to imagine myself working 
earnestly and diligently at my school 
work and passing in the end to my  
great and doubting relief. 

The Wyvern  
Magazine of the Wolaroi College, Orange, 1954

Down at Sydney I was caught by the 
hustle and bustle of the city. In the 
confusion Kwan lost contact with me, 
but luckily for him some of the old 
dags from Nauru were on the same 
train, and he arrived without mishap. 
As for me, I had to keep on my toes 
throughout the journey peering out 
of carriage windows for the word 
‘Orange’, which popped up seven 
hours later. The first dose of coldness 
swept over me as I alighted from the 
train. It was then that my mind turned 
back to the time friends had forecast 
the coldness of Orange. Wearing all 
white, I am sure a few people must 
have looked twice when they saw me.

Coming up the drive, the only 
impressive thing was a number of  
tall and picturesque trees. I must say 
that I was a bit disappointed when  
I emerged from the taxi, for the 
college seemed to be somewhat 
smaller than I expected, while the 
architecture gave forth a sense of 
ancient history. However, the tall 
tower was most impressive of all. 
Inside the school was as modern as 
any building, and the classrooms, with 
their neat design and lay-out, looked 

good. So did the flowers and the 
number of trees around the grounds.

At first we had to accustom 
ourselves to the new food, which  
was at times disagreeable. The way 
we dressed, wearing a tie that gave  
a choking sensation and a heaviness 
came from a coat and long trousers 
that I had formerly used once in a 
blue moon, and then they had to be 
borrowed. Last but not least was 
the mooing of the cows and now 
the baaing of the sweet little lambs, 
which together made the most 
delightful sound – a great change 
from the classrooms.

Among the many interesting 
things here are the growing of our 
own food supplies, a well-stocked 
tuck shop and library, pictures 
during week-ends and the frequent 
visits to colleges in other towns.

I have been well received by 
masters, who gave me the much 
needed attention, and those boys 
who have absorbed us into their 
everyday life, especially the prefects, 
who have made us feel at home and 
helped us in every possible way •

The following extract is an original contribution from Kenneth Cheung, 3rd Year

Memorial Committee (AOCHWMC). 
They raise money to provide scholarships 
for high school students to honour the 
many Chinese-Australians who have 
fought in Australia’s wars. The most 
famous were Billy Sing and Caleb Shang 
who fought at Gallipoli. Others from 
WW2 to today’s peacekeepers are  
also honoured. 

We are also involved with the 
Queensland Police Service to disseminate 
information and bring to their attention 

Awards

—  1976 Papua New Guinea  
Independence Medal

— 2000 Australia’s Centenary Medal
— 2001 Premiers Award for Seniors
— 2015 OAM 

any trouble spots. There are a number of 
Chinese Police Liaison Officers with the 
familiar yellow epaulets with whom we 
work closely. Unfortunately, the influx of 
so many migrants and students has seen 
the rise of many problems. 

Jasmine and I have three adult 
daughters. The eldest Leeann is married 
and is living in London having travelled 
all over Europe and the world, while our 
other two daughters, Jennifer and Kerri 
prefer to live at home with us! 

Among the many interesting things here are the growing of our own 
food supplies, a well-stocked tuck shop and library, pictures during 
week-ends and the frequent visits to colleges in other towns.”
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WE CONTINUE OUR TRIBUTE 
TO OUR KWS OLYMPIANS

Kate Smyth was born in Cowra and was a student at KWS for six years before graduating in 
1990. While at school, Kate excelled in many sports which included playing Hockey with the  
1st XI and captaining the Senior Athletics and Cross Country Teams.

Following school, Kate played women’s rugby, where  
she competed in international competitions, 
participated in competitive aerobics at a national level, 

whilst at the same time continued to enjoy fun running.
Kate, was a relative late-comer to serious marathon 

running, beginning her career in her late 20s following the 
Sydney Olympics. As a fun runner, Kate gained inspiration 
while watching the Japanese runner Takahashi’s victory in the 
women’s marathon and decided to commit to her training and 
see if she too could run into the Olympic stadium. 

Eight years and 50,000 kilometres later, she did just 
that. Along the way she raced in countless international 
marathons and placed in the top 20 women in the largest and 
most competitive marathons in the world such as Chicago, 
Rotterdam, Nagano, and Nagoya.

Kate also competed in Australian cross country 
championships, Australian National track, and road distance 
athletic events for six years (10km-42.2km distances), state 
level 5000mtrs. She also formed a strong connection to  
New Zealand when she married Craig Smyth (from Wellington 
in New Zealand), and won the New Zealand 10km and half 
marathon championships several years in a row. Kate also won 
Melbourne’s largest road races – the City to Sea and Run for 
the Kids. She was fortunate to be coached and/or mentored 
by some of Australia’s leaders in distance running such as 
Trevor Vincent, Shaun Creighton, Kerryn McCann, Jackie 
Fairweather, Steve Moneghetti, Anthony De Castella and  
New Zealand’s John Bowden. 

In 2006, Kate represented Australia in the women’s 
marathon at the Melbourne Commonwealth Games. That 
same year she ran the 2008 Nagano Olympic Commemorative 
Marathon in Japan, running her personal best time of 2.28 
and obtaining a silver medal and running one of Australia’s 
fastest female times over the distance. A highlight of the 
Nagano experience was also meeting her running inspiration, 
Takahashi, from the Sydney Olympics. 

At age thirty-five, she was ranked as the No. 1 Australian 
female marathoner and represented the Australian team at the 
Beijing Olympics. Kate was named one of 5 Australians for the 

Kate Smyth (nee Harris)  
KWS Class of 1990
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ages through aiding sports performance, 
injury prevention, and recovery. Kate 
also improves digestion, hormonal issues 
and immune conditions using the latest 
evidenced based medical research.

Kate currently lives near Torquay 
along the Great Ocean Road in Victoria. 
She still runs most days and recently 
completed in her first ultra-marathon. 
Kate is also an Accredited Athletics 
Coach and enjoys coaching foundation 
athletics skills to children as part of 
the IAAF Sports in Schools program, 
mentoring talented athletes, guest 
speaking, spending time at the beach 
with her golden retrievers and cooking 
up a storm in her kitchen •

Prime Ministers Marathon team –  
a program designed to provide mentoring 
support to Olympic hopefuls. She has 
been involved with both the Victorian 
Institute of Sport and Australian 
Institutes of Sport and inducted into  
the Orange Sporting Hall of Fame. 

Like most athletes, her career was not 
without injury and illness setbacks, and 
while preparing for London Olympics, 
Kate sustained irreversible injuries that 
forced her into retirement in 2010. 

Kate has always enjoyed studying and 
has completed three degrees including 
a general business degree in services, a 
Masters in Marketing and more recently 
a Bachelor of Health Science. Her 
achievements also extend to academic 
scholarships and prizes for her academic 
results at multiple universities. Kate 
has spent most of her professional 
career in marketing roles in property 
funds management and service based 
industries, but she recently retrained  
as a naturopath. 

She has naturopathic practices in 
Ballarat and Melbourne and has plans 
to establish Australia’s first network of 
naturopathic sports clinics. She focuses 
her integrative medicine approach on 
athletes and sports minded people of all 

At age thirty-five, 
she was ranked as 
the No. 1 Australian 
female marathoner 
and represented the 
Australian team at  
the Beijing Olympics.”
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Grace Hamilton  
KWS Class of 2009

Former KWS student, Grace 
Hamilton (Class of 2009) was 
named in the 2017 Australian 

Rugby Union Wallaroos Four Nations 
Squad and as part of the team which  
took on England and Canada in 
Wellington, New Zealand, in June. 

Widely regarded as a precursor to  
the 2017 Rugby World Cup, Grace has 
just been named in the Wallaroos squad  
that will play in Ireland later this 
year after impressing the Australian 
coaches and selectors following her 
two outstanding performances in the 
inaugural Four Nations.

Hailing from Panuara and now  
living in Sydney, Grace credits her 
brother, Harrison (KWS Class of 2007) 
with teaching her everything she 
 knows about rugby!

Grace Hamilton

Cody Walker 
KWS Class of 2015

Cody Walker was picked to  
represent his country against  
Wales in the Under 20’s World 

Rugby Championship in Georgia in 
May 2017. Cody played exceptionally 
well across all games and is one step 
closer to his dream of becoming the 
first Indigenous prop to play for the 
Australian Wallabies • 

Cody Walker

ALUMNI 
ACHIEVEMENTS

Harriet O’Malley 
KWS Class of 2016

Congratulations to Harriet 
O’Malley who has just been 
awarded the Salmat Scholarship 

from the University of NSW Business 
School. The highly competitive 
scholarship is awarded to a high-
achieving rural undergraduate student, 
after a rigorous selection process, 
and is to the value of $40,000. Harriet 
is currently studying a Bachelor of 
Commerce and we wish her well in her 
future studies.

Harriet O’Malley with her father, John
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM

Births

EMILY LYNAR  
KWS Class of 2002 
Emily and fiancée, Michael Sturm Moreira.  
A son, Daniel Indiana Sturm was born on 22 July 2016.

Marriages 

STEPHANIE GORHAM AND BENJAMIN CORBETT  
KWS Class of 2008
Stephanie and Benjamin married on KWS school grounds on  
17 December 2016, bringing them back to where they first met. 

Stephanie has completed a Bachelor of Medicine and is 
working in Tamworth Base hospital.

Benjamin is currently working as a science teacher and is 
in his second year of Medicine at University of New England. 
They are now living in Armidale • 

VALE

VANESSA HAYWARD  
KWS Class of 1993
Passed away suddenly on 23 June 2017.

JOHN RUSSELL SLADE (‘SLADEY’) 
Passed away on 21 March 2017.  
John was a Governor of the Foundation and father of four  
ex-students; Tony, Justine, Michael (deceased) and Shelley 
Paix. Loving husband to Wendy. Proud grandfather to Amy, 
Mia, William, Riley, Sally, Jack and Willa.

SALOTE MOCE  
KWS Class of 1990
Passed away suddenly on 13 January 2017.
Much loved mother, wife, daughter, sister and niece. 
Salote epitomised what it is to love. It was the greatest  
gift she had and she never stopped giving it.

—  
Left to right: Baden Stanley Harrison, Bob Wheeldon,  
Reg Johnson and Ian McKillop

Correction to In Memoriam, Issue 2 December 2016

BADEN STANLEY HARRISON 
Wolaroi College Class of 1962
Baden was also pictured in the below photograph which  
appeared in our December edition with Reg Johnson  
(1941-2016). We apologise for this omission •

—  
Salote Moce pictured at her Year 12 Graduation
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EVENT AND REUNION REPORT

T
he 2017 Reunions were 
held earlier this year at 
The Hotel Canobolas on 
Saturday 4 March following 
KWS Day at the School. 
The reunions provided 
returning alumni with the 
opportunity to catch up 
with old friends, many of 
whom had travelled great 

distances to be there for the evening.
Returning students from the KWS 

Class of 1977 celebrating their 40 Year 
Reunion were particularly thrilled to 
reconnect with former student, Anna 
Mawason, who had travelled from Papua 
New Guinea to attend the event.

The 2017 Reunions spanned from 
both the Wolaroi College and PLC 
Orange Class of 1967 to the more recent 
5 Year Reunion for the Class of 2012 • 

 
01  Class of 1967, Margie Wada (nee Walmsley), 

Nerida Collins (nee Conn) and Wendy Barrett 
(nee Harcourt)

02  Class of 2007, Kat Finch, Roxanne Muzik-
Smith, Katie Lawrence, Tess Wilkinson,  
Nick Sheldrake, Phillipa Constant and 
Katrina Brennan

03  Class of 1967, Barry Whalan and Tony West 
with wives, Jeannette West and Lyn Whalan

04  Class of 1967, Lesley Mahar (nee Wood), 
Wendy Barrett (nee Harcourt) and Barbara 
Brownrigg (nee Gordon)

05 Class of 1987, Simon Turner and Nick Lander

06  Sophie Busquets, Janelle Rae, Kendal Hansen, 
Kelly Dowling and Stephen Sutherland

07  Class of 1982, Marcelo and Leanne  
Caceres with Bev Smith (nee Larsen)  
and husband, Michael

08  Melinda Blake (nee Stewart), Charlie  
Parker (nee Charles) and Jo Nelson

09  Alex Murray, Barbara Brownrigg  
(nee Gordon) and Sophie Gordon

10  Class of 1997, Melanie Birch-Inwood, Sally 
Seaman (nee Hodges), Melissa Soo, Samantha 
Wynn and Tammy Oldham (nee Cooper)

01

05
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07

09

02
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08
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A round 20 of us from the Class 
of 1967 gathered in Orange over 
the reunion weekend to mark 50 

years since we were schoolgirls together 
at PLC Orange. We enjoyed catching up 
with old friends, walking in the well-
loved gardens at the PLC campus and 
peeking inside the recently refurbished 
dormitories and common rooms. Luxury!

There were many conversations 
which began, “Remember when?”

A number of women sent apologies 
as they either had family commitments 
(looking after grandchildren) or were 
travelling overseas on exotic holidays. 
We hope to see them next time and also 
to have more of our teachers join us. 
It was wonderful to have Mrs Helen 
Haynes (nee Bligh) with us for dinner 
at The Hotel Canobolas on Saturday 
evening. Thank you Helen.

Most of our class are now connected 
via email or phone and we hope that 
we can keep in touch more regularly. 
Unfortunately, some of our class mates 
are no longer with us, but they are still  
in our thoughts and definitely  
not forgotten.

Thank you Barbara Brownrigg  
(and Jim) for hosting us for a delicious 
breakfast on Sunday morning. We 
enjoyed each other’s company and 
remembered why it was that we  
valued our schoolgirl friendships  
from 50 years ago •

Margie Wada (nee Walmsley)

Back row (from left): Francis White (nee Harris), 
Helen Commins (nee Vincent), Bev Hudson  
(nee Pitty), Diane Stewart (nee Carter), Wendy 
Barrett (nee Harcourt), Pam Monk (nee Betts), 
Penny Mitchell (nee Marriott), Jill Cusack  
(nee Martin), Lyn Guy (nee Gill), Christina 
Khumari (nee McDonald), Nerida Collins  
(nee Conn), Penny Courtis (nee Aird)

Second row (from left): Helen Haynes (nee Bligh), 
Lee Finanne (nee Gilmour), Jenny Stanford  
(nee Baird), Margie Wada (nee Walmsley),  
Lesley Maher (nee Wood), Barbara Brownrigg 
(nee Gordon), Rhonda Byrnes (nee Sharpe)

Kneeling at front: Mardi Gray (nee Burstall),  
Judy Charter (nee Fox-Ashwin)

PLC Orange  
Class of 1967 
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KWS EX-STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

2018 Reunions 

The 2018 reunions will be held in 
Orange at The Hotel Canobolas on 
Saturday 10 March 2018 along with 
KWS Day which will be held at  
the School.

If you would like to be a reunion  
co-ordinator for your year, and for all 
reunion queries, please contact  
Susannah Perkins on (02) 6392 0366 
or email sperkins@kws.nsw.edu.au

2018 Golden  
Alumni Luncheon

Following the success of the inaugural 
Golden Alumni Luncheon held at the 
School in February 2016, the second  
will be held in the DPA in February  
2018 (date TBC). 

This event is a celebration of our 
combined PLC Orange and Wolaroi 
College Alumni who left the School  
over 50 years ago. 

For further details or to register  
your interest, please contact  
Mel Geyer on (02) 6392 0435  
or email mgeyer@kws.nsw.edu.au

PLC Orange – 90th 
Anniversary Celebration

2018 will mark the 90th Anniversary 
of the founding of PLC Orange in 
1928. PLC Orange Alumni are warmly 
invited to attend a celebration to mark 
this occasion. 

For all enquiries, please contact 
Susannah Perkins on (02) 6392 0366  
or email sperkins@kws.nsw.edu.au •
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FROM THE ARCHIVES Editorial  
From the Magazine  
Of Wolaroi College, 1942 
Mrs A E Glasson

We are living in a great age – great 
in machinery, inventiveness, 
construction - and destruction. 

Our youths are crazy about gadgets and 
jiggers; our elders extol the virtues of mass 
production and machine guns. The value 
of metal is now exceptionally high; church 
and school bells have been melted down 
for the metal that is in them.

It has never been more necessary to 
keep bells ringing; there is a challenge 
issued to both church and school to 
justify their place in the common good. 
The private school must especially ring 
out its bells with courage. In these days 
of State supported institutions and 
centralisation of everything, private 
education must make a bold and just 
claim if it is to survive. In the past the 
private school has weathered severe 
storms, and it has survived; and in the 
future will survive, precisely because it 
has a definite contribution to make to 
the life of the community.

Courage is a good thing; 
when that goes, all goes.”
J M Barrie

We are the people who must fight for 
that right to contribute – to set higher 
standards, to try out new ideas, and to 
accept increasing responsibilities. Out of 
the ordeal of the war we can learn much. 
There must be a searching of hearts 
and a reconsideration of our personal 
duties, if we are to have a better school 
contributing to a better world, based on 
peace and order. Carlyle’s instruction to 
reform ourselves if we wish to reform 
the world is arresting in its unvarnished 
truth. It devolves upon the youngest of 
us and the oldest of us to assume our 
responsibilities to our school, to help it 
maintain its standards and explore new 
paths. We can have a carillon of bells 
ringing out its message of courage, if the 
metal in each one be true. But we must 
see that our bells are in tune; the cracked 
bell must be mended, and the silent one 
made to peal. A series of pleasing chimes 
is not enough. The score we have to read 
is not easy, nor can we play by goodwill 
alone. Knowledge is required, because 
our theme is composed on the laws of 
harmony of the peoples of the world • 

Everyone admires truth and 
honesty, and can indulge in endless 
discussions on abstract principles, 

but when an occasion arises for putting 
those principles into practice, how few  
of us live up to our ideals, and act  
“like a man.”

There are two kinds of courage – 
courage in great and courage in small 
things. Almost everyone can behave 
creditably in a crisis, but what of the  
petty duties of the “common round  
and daily task.”

How often do we grumble and complain 
when given uncongenial work to do, 
and think that we are fit to judge what 
is best for us. If we paused a moment to 
consider the benefits we have enjoyed, the 
encouragement we have received, and the 
ideals put before us, our complaints would 
cease. It is occasionally surprising to hear 

Editorial  
From The Gleam, 1932 
Miss Schofield, Lulu Glasson and Helen Paton

Do all things like a man, not sneakingly;  
Think the King sees thee still, for his King does.”
Herbert

that some girls are not sorry to leave school 
– the explanation lies in the fact that the 
life has meant nothing to them, because 
they have failed to give anything to the 
school, and have joined unwillingly in its 
activities. Such selfishness has prevented 
them from appreciating fully the joy of the 
school days, and will, perhaps, spoil their 
whole lives.

Life rides by and we have to travel 
quickly to keep up with him. He never 
looks back, and it would be well for us if 
we, too, never doubted or lingered on the 
way. Life may test our faith and courage by 
taking us over rough paths, and then it is 
we who need to trust in our own strength 
and determination. Life rides by, his dust 
will blind the laggard, and his horse will 
trample the coward. Ride bravely with him, 
and – “Live pure, speak true, right wrong, 
follow the King.”

K I N R O S S  WO L A R O I  S C H O O L



kws.nsw.edu.au


