
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 June 2019 
 
 
Dear KWS Community, 

SCHOOL UNIFORM REVIEW 

I am pleased to announce that in July 2019 the School is commencing a landmark project for Kinross Wolaroi School - 
the review and redesign of our school uniform. This represents a new and fresh approach to the design process and 
builds on development work that has taken place over the past three years. As you can imagine, this is an important 
and complex project to undertake as our entire community has a stake in the result. 

We will conduct the project with a view to refreshing and modernising our students’ look to reflect the identity and 
ethos of our School in the new millennium. 

We are excited to announce that the uniform review process will be led by internationally recognised Australian 
designer and wool ambassador, Jonathan Ward. Formerly executive designer at RM Williams, Jonathan grew up on a 
farm at Tottenham and boarded at Trinity from 10 years old, while his sister attended Kinross Wolaroi School. 
Jonathan feels he has a unique understanding to bring to the design of our new uniform and he is enthusiastic about 
being involved. He has had oversight of a number of significant school uniform redesign projects over the years, most 
recently including Guildford Grammar, Lowther Hall Anglican Grammar School, Wesley College Melbourne, Canberra 
Grammar School and Barker College. 

A nine-member committee will oversee the development process and opportunities will be created to consult with 
our key stakeholders along the way. The committee has been selected to ensure that it represents Senior Leadership, 
Council, staff, parents (from a range of year groups) and ex-students, and is made up of: 

• Dr Andrew Parry, Principal 
• Ms Caroline Myers, Council Member, Foundation Committee Member, current parent (Y10, Y12) 
• Mr James Boyd, Deputy Principal & Head of Senior School, current parent (K, Y3, Y6) 
• Mr Trevor Delbridge, Business Manager, current parent (PP) 
• Mr Jarrod Rose, Ex-Student Association President, Class of 1988, current parent (Y11), 

past parent (Class of 2018) 
• Ms Jennifer Divall, Manager Marketing & Engagement 
• Mrs Emma Charlton, Preparatory School Teacher, current parent (Y9, Y11) 
• Mrs Jane Poole, Class of 1988, current parent (Y6, Y8, Y10, Y12) 
• Mrs Janet Martin, Class of 1990, current parent (Y6, Y8, Y10) 

The work of this committee will be vital to connecting students to the tradition and history of the School whilst at the 
same time reflecting on the beginning of a new era for Kinross Wolaroi School. 

The process will occur in two stages: The first will address the academic and PDHPE uniform followed by a review of 
the sport and co-curricular uniforms. 
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The current uniform has been in place since the 1970’s: with its heavy emphasis on the Blackwatch tartan it essentially 
replicates the PLC uniform of decades past. A number of elements of the uniform are now dated. The uniform – in 
colour and presentation - no longer adequately supports the School’s branding and position in the NSW education 
landscape. 

The School has entered a new era with a new leadership team and strategic plan; a revised uniform will be an outward 
expression of this change. 

In addition, there is a need for the uniform to accommodate the needs and expectations of today’s students and their 
parents. It must offer more options for comfort – such as shorts and trousers for girls - and be more unisex in its look. 
The uniform must accommodate all body shapes and provide students with practical choices as they move from 
childhood through adolescence to young adulthood. 

Ultimately, our new uniform will be expected to last for at least two decades. The latest options in natural and 
manmade fabrics will be considered, although the importance of the wool industry to the school’s history and current 
families cannot be ignored. The school’s rural heritage and location, its large population of children from rural, farming 
and remote homes, and the new focus on The Regional Engagement Enterprise program should rightly have an 
influence on the look and feel of our uniform. 

While timings for introduction of the new uniform are still to be confirmed, we are aiming for the following timeline: 

• Academic and PE Uniform: Available for purchase and wearing by students Term 1, 2021 
• Stage 1 summer sports: Available for purchase and wearing for Summer sports Term 4, 2021 
• Stage 2 winter sports: Available for purchase and wearing for winter sports Term 2, 2022. 

More information about the process for introduction of the new uniform will be communicated to you at each of the 
above stages. 

I very much look forward to embarking on this exciting journey as we work with our community to design a uniform 
that is classic with a contemporary feel and that captures the energy, soul and culture of the School, its students and 
our beautiful location. We have an opportunity to do something unique and very special which reflects who we are 
and what we aspire to be. 

With best wishes, 
 
 

 
Dr Andrew Parry 
Principal – Kinross Wolaroi School 
 
Enclosures: 
Page 3 – A Message from Designer, Jonathan Ward 
Page 4 – A Brief History of the School 
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A Message from Designer, Jonathan Ward 

“I am so excited by the opportunity to design and 

develop a more contemporary uniform for the 

Kinross Wolaroi students and school community. As 

a designer with over 30 years in the industry my 

experience in school wear, my former role as 

Executive Designer for R.M. Williams and my long 

association with the Australian Woolmark Company 

and my love of wool, I believe we can design a 

uniform that will be unique with a distinctive 

Australian and international handwriting that will be 

a benchmark for other schools. 

 
 

 
Jonathan Ward 

“It is important we capture the energy, soul and culture of the school, students and incredible location as part of the design 

process. We must be guided by the history and traditions of the school but look to the future needs of students with a more 

flexible uniform. It needs to be classic with a contemporary feel, fit for purpose and age appropriate with consideration to 

gender neutral options. This will allow students core and optional pieces that reflect a ‘one’ Kinross Wolaroi look and feel 

through choices, as they grow and move through the school on their rite of passage. 

Key considerations that also need to be addressed include the level of comfort and more contemporary fabrics in natural 

and man-made fibres that students feel more comfortable in, given that many are from rural, farming and remote homes. 

Of particular importance is the awareness of providing fit-for-purpose garments that will enhance the reputation of the 

school and reflect its future, as well as acknowledging the influence of The Regional Engagement Enterprise program. 

“By adopting many of the key features mentioned, I believe with focus, good design and development, good management 

of the process and the structure of a strong uniform steering committee we will deliver a uniform that accommodates the 

needs of students and the expectations of parents - contemporary and trans-seasonal, simple in concept, with depth of 

choice, affordable and wearable for formal dress and every day. Our ultimate aim is to deliver a uniform that the students 

will wear with pride for generations to come.” 



 

A Brief History of the School 

The history of the School has been well chronicled, with documented triumphs and hardships throughout the years 
serving only to add to the rich fabric of the School as we know it today; the legacy of the first Principal, Mr TH 
Richards, who had the foresight to recognise the need for a private School in Orange in the late 19th Century. 

On the corner of Byng and Sale Streets, the small boy’s school known as Weymouth House was opened in 1886. In 
1893, the School was relocated to its current site “Wolaroi” and the name changed to Wolaroi Grammar School. In 
1908 it was touted as one of the foremost Grammar Schools in NSW, attributed to its educational excellence and 
esteemed facilities. 

In 1926 the School was acquired by the Methodist Church, adding to its elite schools portfolio. The School became 
known as Wolaroi College when classes began in 1926. The College continued its tradition of educational excellence, 
whilst also providing for the boy’s love of sport, in particular rugby and cricket. 

In the meantime, representatives of the 
Presbyterian Church undertook to establish a girls 
college in Orange. In 1928, Presbyterian Ladies’ 
College (PLC) Orange was officially opened as a 
girls boarding school on the western outskirts of 
town. In order to maintain numbers, the School 
went co-ed in 1973 and was known as Kinross 
School. 

In 1975 the two schools amalgamated becoming 
Kinross Wolaroi School, and two years later 
became a Uniting Church School. Following a 
significant growth phase in the 1980s, the school 
became the largest co-educational independent 
boarding school in NSW. 

Today, the tradition and heritage of these 
prestigious schools continues, providing an 
outstanding platform for students to enrich and 
develop their educational pursuits. 

 
 
 
 

ABOVE: PLC Orange Uniform 1968 (featuring the Blackwatch tartan 
with a navy blazer). BELOW AND LEFT: Historic Wolaroi College 
uniform items from the School archive. 

 


	SCHOOL UNIFORM REVIEW
	Dr Andrew Parry
	A Brief History of the School

